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Southern  Maritime  Provinces 

O  F 

F   R   A   N   C   E,  &c. 

O  know  the  weak  fide  of  our  enemy,  or  on. 
what  fide  the  power  of  our  enemy  may  be 
weakened,  are  equally  very  confiderable 
advantages ;  I  hope  therefore  it  will  be  no 
unacceptable  fervice  to  my  country,  if  I  at- 
tempt to  point  out  on  what  fide  France  has 
been,  and  may  again  be  weakened,  whilft  engaged  in  a  war 
againft  England.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  difcovering  this, 
by  being  in  the  Southern  parts  of  that  kingdom,  both  before  the 
war  that  was  begun  in  1744,  and  immediately  after  its  conclu- 
iion  in  I74"8 ;  and  think  it  now  my  duty  to  offer  fome  obfer- 
vations  on  the  flate  and  condition  of  thofe  provinces  with  re- 
ipedt  to  their  trade  and  revenues,  the  great  foundations  of  their 
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ftrength  and  power  :  each  of  which  I  will  endeavour  to  de- 
fcribe,  as  they  appeared  to  be  at  the  three  following  periods,, 
namely,  from  1740  to  1744,  before  the  commencement  of 
that  war  with  England — Next,  from  1744  to  1748,  du- 
ring its  continuance  -,  —  And  laftly,  in  1748,  upon  the 
reftoration  of  the  peace  at  Aix  la  Chapelle.  Thus  by 
comparing  their  condition  at  the  former  period,  to  the  di- 
ll refs  they  were  reduced  to  at  the  latter ;  difcovering  the  dif- 
ference, and  examining  the  caufe  of  that  difference,  we  mail 
be  apprized  in  what  manner  they  may  again  be  diftrefied,  upon 
any  future  renewal  of  hoftilities. 

The  firft  point  to  be  confidered,  in  any  kingdom,  or  any 
province  of  a  kingdom,  is  the  plenty  or  fcarcity  of  the  necef- 
fary  provifions  of  life;  for  thefe  govern  the  price  of  all  other 
productions,  on  which  the  welfare  of  trade  depends  5  from 
whence  the  riches  of  all  nations  are  introduced,  their  revenues 
iupported,  and  their  power  eftablifhed.  Now  with  regard 
to  thefe  points,  we  may  remark,  that  although  Provence  and 
LangueaoCy  which  are  the  two  principle  Southern  provinces  of 
France,  do  not  greatly  abound  in  corn,  yet  in  times  of  peace 
they  are  eafily  fupplied  with  it  by  importation  from  Sicily,  the 
Levant,  and  the  coafts  of  Barbary,  as  well  as  from  England, 
and  the  other  more  Northern  countries. 

From  hence  it  is  apparent,  how  greatly  they  may  fuffer  in 
time  of  war,  by  their  enemies  cutting  off  that  communication > 
and  preventing  fuch  foreign  fupplies. 

But  however  deficient  thefe  provinces  may  be  in  pro- 
ducing the  firft  neeeffary  provifions  of  life,  they  naturally 
abound  in  many  productions  of  luxury,  the  fale  and  exporta- 
tion of  which  make  up  the  mx>ft  confiderable  branch  of  their 
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annual  wealth.  They  have  wine  fufficient,  not  only  for 
their  own,  but  for  the  confumption  of  great  part  of  Italy* 
befides  quantities  exported  to  their  Weftern  colonies.  Their 
oranges,  figs,  almonds,  prunes,  capres,  and  oil,  efpecially 
the  oil  of  Provence,  for  which  the  diftricT;  near  Aix  is  pecu- 
liarly famous,  are  fold  throughout  the  interior  parts  of  France, 
SwhTerland,  Germany,  and  of  late  carried  even  to  Sweden, 
Denmark,  and  Mufcovy.  For  we  muft  obferve,  that  as 
trade  brings  in  riches,  and  riches  introduce  luxury ;  fo  thefe 
Southern  provinces,  abounding  in  fo  many  products  of  luxury, 
muft  encreafe  in  their  trade  and  riches,  in  proportion  to  the 
encreafe  of  trade  and  riches  in  the  Northern  countries.  We 
may  add  the  profits  they  make  from  their  raw  filks,  by  means 
of  their  mulberry  trees,  and  from  the  feveral  manufactures  of 
filk,  foap,  effences,  earthen  ware;  and  above  all,  from  the 
different  fpecies  of  woollen  cloths  made  at  St.  Pons,  and  Car- 
cafibnne  in  Languedoc,  to  be  exported  to  the  Levant  by  the 
Turky  company  eftablifhed  at  Marfeilles:  It  is  from  the 
great  profits  they  return  by  thefe  trades,  that  they  chiefly  make 
up  their  annual  wealth,  and  fupport  their  public  revenues. 

This  again  points  out  the  hazard  and  lofs  thefe  provinces 
may  be  liable  to  in  time  of  war,  by  a  proper  deftination  of  a 
fuperior  power  at  fea  to  intercept  that  trade,  on  which  their 
wealth  and  revenues  do  fo  much  depend. 

From  thefe  confiderations  let  us  now  examine  the  various 
changes  of  their  ftate  and  condition  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war  abovementioned  \  in  which  we  (hall  difcover  the  addi- 
tional taxes  and  impofitions  that  were  levied,  and  the  great 
encreafe  of  debts  that  was  incurred,  and  to  what  real  diftrefs 
and  mifery  the  inhabitants  were  reduced,  as  well  from  a  want 
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of  a  foreign-  fupply  of  provifions,  as  from  the  lofs  of  thofe 
trades  by  which  their  extraordinary  revenues  as  above  were 
to  be  fupported. 

But  previous  to  my  entering  into  this  detail,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  explain  by  what  authority,  and  in  what 
manner,  thefe  provincial  revenues  are  raifed — To  which 
purpofe  it  will  be  neceffary  to  premife,  that  Provence  and 
Languedoc,  being  Pays  d'etat,  are  diftinguifhed  by  many 
privileges  from  thofe  other  provinces  that  are  ftiled  Pays 
d'eleflion.  For,  firft,  they  have  the  privilege  of  being 
exempted  from  the  faille  perfonelle,  or  tax  on  their  perfonal 
eftates,  as  they  pay  only  the  taille  reelle,  or  land  tax.  Secondly, 
They  are  allowed  to  raife  this  tax  under  the  denomination  of 
a  don  gratuity  or  free  gift  to  the  King,  including  with  it  all  the 
fums  wanted  to  ferve  their  own  provincial  expences.  Thirdly, 
They  are  permitted  to  pay  a  grofs  fum  by  way  of  compofition 
for  the  free  gift,  without  being  accountable  for  the  manner 
of  railing  it  •,  And,  fourthly,  They  enjoy  the  extraordinary 
liberty  of  collecting  their  feveral  provincial  duties  by  officers 
of  their  own  appointment.  Befides  thefe,  Provence  in 
particular  claims  the  further  privilege  of  being  exempted 
from  providing  the  etapes,  or  neceffary  provifions  and  furniture 
for  the  King  s  troops  marching  through,  or  being  quartered 
in  their  province  *. 

*  The  word  etape,  in  the  military  fenfe,  fignifies  the  magazines  which  moft 
of  the  provinces  in  France  are  obliged  to  erecl:,  within  certain  diftances,  for 
furnifhing  the  King's  troops  with  provifions  in  their  routs  and  marches ;  but 
as  we  have  no  fuch  eftablifhment,  nor  any  Englifh  word  for  it,  I  mull:  beg 
teave,  as  often  as  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  refer  to  it  hereafter, ,  to  mention 
it  by  this  French  appellation. 
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Be  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  I  am  here  to  take  notice  of  no 
other  revenues  but  thofe  that  are  merely  provincial,  that  is, 
fuch  as  are  paid  into  the  treafury  of  the  province,  and  iflued 
from  thence,  firft  to  fatisfy  the  don  gratuit  to  the  King,  and 
afterwards  their  own  particular  expences  -y  namely,  the  falaries 
to  their  governors,  the  charge  of  their  militia,  and  of  the 
marcchaufee,  the  intereft  of  their  debts,  and  the  repairs  of 
their  highways,  &c.  But  as  to  the  King's  domaine^  the  ayds, 
gabelles,  and  all  other  farmed  duties,  which  are  impofed  en 
the  fale,  tranfport,  or  confumption  of  the  vendible  commo- 
dities ;  thefe  being  common  to  all,  are  not  to  be  fet  down  as 
burthens  peculiar  to  any  one  province,  though  burthens  in- 
deed they  are  upon  the  people  in  general,  and  levied  with 
equal  feverity  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

From  hence  it  appears,  that  the  revenues  in  every  pro- 
vince of  France  are  applicable  to  anfwer,  firft  the  national 
expence,  and  next  the  demands  that  are  made  to  fupport  the 
particular  exigency  of  that  province  :  accordingly,  the  imp©- 
fitions  on  each  are  augmented  in  proportion  to  the  greatnefs 
and  variety  of  their  feveral  demands.  In  order  therefore  to 
form  a  calculation  of  the  whole  revenues  of  France,  we  mud; 
take  into  our  account,  not  only  what  comes  into  the  King's 
coffers,  but  the  overplus  fums  that  are  raifed  to  fupport  the 
private  exigency  of  each  province ;  and  confequently  to  give 
an  account  of  the  national  debt  of  France,  we  mull  not  only 
take  in  the  eftimate  of  what  is  owing  by  the  King,  but  alio- 
what  debts  are  owing  by  each  province,  and  by  every  town 
and  community  within  that  province.  Thefe  particulars, 
however  minute,  are  objects  which  mud  be  taken  into  our 
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view  \  and  then,  by  adding  the  national  and  provincial  ex- 
pences,  and  debts  together,  we  fhall  difcover  the  accumulated 
burthens  impofed  upon  every  inhabitant,  and  upon  the  king- 
dom in  general. 

Thefe  provincial  impofitions,  of  which  I  now  confine  myfelf 
to  treat,  are  levied  by  the  authority  of  the  ailembly  of  the 
States,    confifting  of  the  three  orders,  namely,  the   ecclefi- 
afticks,  the  nobles,  and  the  tiers  etat,  or  commonalty.     The 
affembly  of  the  ftates  both  of  Provence  and  Languedoc  meet 
annually  ;  that  of  Provence  in  November    at  Lambefc ;  and 
that  of  Languedoc  in  October  at  Montpelier.     Each  of  thefe 
is  held  by  the  Kings  commiffion  to  their  refpeclive  governor, 
or,  in  his  ab fence,  to  the  intendant.  The  meeting  is  opened  by 
reading  the  let t res  de  cachet  and  patentes  of  the  King,  fignify- 
ing    the    reafons  and  neceffity   of  his  demanding    the  con- 
tinuance   of    the    ufual    don    gratuity     which    is    immedi- 
ately   and    unanimoufly    voted,     in    the    politeft  terms    of 
duty,    zeal  and  loyalty.       After  which,    the  procureurs    de 
pays,  who  are  the  general   provincial  agents,  deliver  in  the 
accounts  they  have  received  from  the  confuls  of  each  com- 
munity, in  which  are  flated  the  accounts  of  the  lafl  year, 
and   what   fums   are   wanted   for    the  next ;    including  the 
charges   for  repairing   the  highways,    the   intereft   of  their 
debts,  the  falaries  of  their   officers,  and  other  neceffary  and 
incidental  expences ;  all  which  being  flated  and  added  to  the 
fum  demanded  for  the  don  gratuity  they  vote  the  whole  to  be 
neceflary,  and  then  compute  how  much  muft  be   impofed 
upon  each  community  to  amount  to  that  fum,  of  which  they 
afterwards  make  a  repartition,  to  anfwer  all  the  feveral  pur- 
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pofes ;  and  which  import,  raifed  by  this  authority,  is  fre- 
quently varied,  like  the  land-tax  ia  England,  according  to 
the  different  exigencies  of  each   year. 

The  general  aifembly,  after  having  thus  voted  the  Sum 
total  to  be  raifed,  proportion  the  fhare  each  community  is 
to  pay  towards  it  3  and  the  communities  collect  what  is  fo 
impofed  by  a  rate  on  their  contributary  lands.  In  entring 
therefore  into  a  particular  defcription  of  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  rates  are  collected,  I  mull  take  notice,  that  Pro- 
vence, of  which  Aix  is  the  capital  j  or,  to  fpeak  constitu- 
tionally, that  the  general! te-  of  Aix  is  divided  into  22  vigueries, 
or  magistracies,  like  the  divifions  of  hundreds  in  the  counties 
of  England  ;  each  viguerie  is  again  fubdivided  into  feveral 
fens,  a  term  derived  from  feodum,  being  the  antient  tenure  of 
their  lands,  and  fignifying  the  value  and  not  the  extent  of 
their  different  parcels.  So  alfo  the  province  of  Languedoc  is 
firft  of  all,  on  account  of  its  extent,  divided  into  two  gene- 
rallies,  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Languedoc  :  the  Upper  is  divided  into  eleven  diocefTes  ;  the 
Lower  into  twelve  :  and  thefe  again  into  communities  j  and 
the  communities  into  leffer  parcels  of  land,  rated  according  to 
their  annual  value. 

Thefe  contributary  lands  in  Provence,  as  I  mentioned  be- 
fore, are  called  fern,  the  number  of  which  in  the  whole 
amounts  to  3032,  and  the  extent  and  fhare  of  each,  at  a  cer- 
tain eftimated  rate,  is  fixed  and  regiftered  in  a  book,  which 
is  called  the  affouagement  of  the  province  :  but  although  this 
method  of  taxation,  at  fo  much  per  feu,  is  fixed  and  deter- 
minate, yet  the  value  of  a  feu  is  very  uncertain,  from  the 
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uncertainty  there  is  of  the  yearly  income  of  the  parcel  of 
land  that  comes  under  that  denomination  ;  which  being  a 
fictitious  meafure,  differs  in  every  community,  like  the  real 
weights  and  meafures  throughout  all  France  ;  for  this  regiftry 
having  been  made  long  ago  by  commifTaries  of  their  own  ap- 
pointing, methods  were  then  taken,  not  unknown  to  fome 
counties  in  England,  of  eftimating  their  lands  at  an  under 
rate,  and  the  tax  was  fixed  only  upon  the  value  fo  regiftered. 
However,  I  was  informed  by  thofe  who  had  opportunities 
of  knowing  the  annual  income  of  certain  diftri&s,  that  by 
(  dividing  the  fum  total  of  that  annual  income  by  the  number 
of  feus  it  was  charged  with,  each  feu  might  be  eftimated  to 
be  equal  to  four  thoufand  five  hundred  livres  per  annum,  or 
near  200 1.  a  year:  a  tax  therefore  of  five  hundred  and  fifty 
livres,  or  24 1.  fterling  on  fuch  an  annual  income,  which 
was  the  ufual  tax  before  1744,  would  be  fomething  more 
than  two  fhillings  in  the  pound  land-tax  in  England,  rated  to 
the  full.  But  having  obferved  above,  that  thefe  eftates  are 
regiftered  under  their  value,  we  may  fuppofe  fuch  a  tax  not 
to   exceed  one  fhilling  in  the  pound  out  of  their  real  value. 

But  in  Languedoc,  where  the  lands  are  not  rated  by  any 
antient  regiftered  value,  the  proportion  that  each  parcel  is  to 
pay  is  annually  fettled  by  commirTaries  appointed  ex  parte  on 
the  behalf  of  the  King,  and  on  behalf  of  the  communities, 
who  hold  their  aflietes,  or  fittings,  for  one  month  after  the 
general  affembly  is  broke  up,  to  make  the  recherche,  or  after- 
enquiry  into  the  advanced  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  in 
each  diftri£t,  and  to  raife  their  tax  accordingly.  The  tax 
thus  proportioned,  is  fettled  by  what  is  called  the  compoix,  or 
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ladaftrCy  which  is  the  nominal  meafure  of  the  value  of  each 
parcel,  the  fum  totals  of  which  being  caft  up  in  every  com- 
munity, by  livreS)  fols  and  deniers>  is  from  thence  called  their 
alivrement,  which  the  confuls  of  each  community  account 
for  to  the  magiftrates  of  the  diocefs ;  and  thefe  account  for 
what  is  raifed  in  their  refpe&ive  diocefles,  to  the  treafurer 
general  of  the  province,  by  whom  the  value  of  each  contribu- 
tory land,  and  the  rate  it  pays,  is  each  year  regiftered  in  a 
book  called  the  terrier  of  the  province.  This  method  of  an- 
nually railing  the  taxes  on  their  lands,  to  the  annual  encreafe 
of  their  profits,  is  pradtifed  even  with  rigour  in  all  the  other 
generalises  of  France,  that  go  under  the  denomination  of  the 
pays  deletions.  Strange  policy !  tending  to  difcourage  all 
induftry ;  to  prevent  all  improvements  y  and  even  to  leffen 
the  revenues  which  it  pretends  to  encreafe.  Laflly,  from 
hence  we  mall  find,  that  as  the  compoix,  or  valuation  of  their 
eftates,  are  fo  often  varied,  few  can  tell  what  proportion  each 
annually  pays  to  the  total  fum  impofed ;  nor  do  the  ftates  ever 
publifh  their  debates  or  refolutions  on  the  impofitions  they 
think  proper  to  raife ;  fo  that  a  ftranger  mutt  depend  on  hear- 
fays,  or  manufcript  accounts,  formed  on  conjedtures  fo  vague 
and  fo  different  from  one  another,  that  we  cannot  venture  to 
depend  on  any ;  and  what  I  ihall  prefume  to  offer,  will  be 
fuch  only  as  appear  to  be  the  leaft  exaggerated. 

Whilft  with  regard  to  Provence,  we  go  upon  more  fure 
ground,  inafmuch  as  the  aflembly  of  the  dates  publifh  every 
year  what  is  entitled  the  coyer  of  their  deliberations,  being 
the  minutes  of  their  debates  and  refolutions,  with  a  more 
ample  and  circumftantial  detail  than  what  are  printed  of  our 
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parliamentary  proceedings  in  the  votes  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. Thefe  caycrs  I  have  now  before  me  for  the  feveral 
periods  of  years  I  propofe  to  examine  -y  which  I  can  fafely 
refer  to  as  my  vouchers,  being  affured  that  every  account  of 
fuch  a  diftant  country  will  be  the  more  fatisfa&ory,  when 
thus  authenticated  by  its  own  original  records. 

And  now  without  any  farther  explanations,  fearing  I  have 
been  too  tedious  in  what  I  have  already  attempted,  I  fhall 
proceed  to  examine  what  has  been  the  actual  amount  of 
thefe  revenues  -y  what  differences  have  happened  as  to  their 
encreafe  or  decreafe ;  and  what  has  been  the  caufe  of  that 
difference  during  the  periods  of  time  propofed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  difcourfe ;  and  accordingly  fhall  begin  with  a 
relation  of  what  were  raifed  in  the  years  from  1740  to 
j  744. 

At  the  affembly  of  the  ftates  of  Provence,  held  atLambefc  in 
November  1740,  after  the  ufual  time  taken  up  in  reading  the 
orders  for  hearing  mafs ;  taking  the  oaths  -,  and  receiving 
the  excufes  from  thofe  who  were  abfent,  &c.  Mr.  La  Tour, 
firft  prelident  and  intendant,  in  the  abfence  of  the  duke  de 
Villars,  governor  of  the  province,  remitted  the  King's  letters 
de  cachet  and  patent,  dated  at  Fontainbleau  the  12th  and 
1 6th  of  Odlober  preceding,  fignifying  his  Majefty's  orders 
for  convoking  the  affembly,  that  it  might  provide  for  the 
neceffary  affairs  of  the  province,  and  particularly  for  the  im- 
pofition  of  the  fum  of  (even,  hundred  thoufand  livres,  as  the 
don  gratuit,  &c.  which  fum,  amounting  to  30,6251.  fterling, 
was  thereupon  unanimoufly  granted ;  and  the  affembly  ha- 
ving at  their  fubfequent  Meetings  examined  the  accounts  of 

all 
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all  the  other  neceffary  expences  relating  to  their  province* 
voted,  That  for  the  defraying  the  whole,  the  fum  of  550  li- 
vres  fhould  be  impofed  on  each  feu,  according  to  the  repar- 
tition made  thereof,  the  particulars  of  which  it  is  unneceffary 
here  to  fet  down.  Let  it  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  no  farther 
provifions  or  taxes  were  at  that  Time  required,  than  what 
might  fatisfy  the  ufual  and  ordinary  expences  of  the  province ; 
which  impofition  of  550  livres  per  feu,  levied  on  the  3032 
feus,  the  total  number  in  the  province,  amounted  to  one 
million  fix  hundred  fixty  kv^n  thoufand  four  hundred  li- 
vres, or  72,948  1.  fterling. 

At  the  affembly  of  the  ftates  of  Languedoc,  held  the  fame 
year  at  Montpelier  in  the  month  of  October,  I  find  the  fum 
of  four  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  livres,  equal  to  201,250!. 
fterling,  fet  down  as  voted  to  anfwer  the  Kings  don 
gratuity  and  all  the  other  expences  of  their  province.  Should 
it  be  afked  how  it  comes  to  pafs  that  this  province,  which  is 
little  more  than  half  as  big  as  the  other  above  mentioned, 
fhould  yet  raife  a  revenue  almoft  three  times  as  high  ?  It  may- 
be anfwered,that  the  difference  doth  not  arife  from  their  greater 
proportion  of  provincial  expences,  but  from  its  granting  a 
larger  fum  by  way  of  don  gratuit  to  the  King.  For  as  Pro- 
vence compounds  for  that  demand  by  the  annual  fum  of 
feven  hundred  thoufand  livres,  or  30,625!.  flerling,  Lan- 
guedoc remits  no  lefs  than  three  millions  of  livres,  or 
131,2501.  fterling,  as  it  includes  under  this  article,  fome  other 
compofitions  for  duties  to  which  it  was  antiently  liable.  And 
we  are  to  obferve,  that  both  the  provinces  in  raifing  their 
don  gratuity  are  permitted  to  impofe  rather  more  under  that 
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denomination  than  what  is  demanded  by  the  King ;  and 
after  accounting  to  his  Majefty  for  the  nett  fum  due  by  the 
compofition,  the  overplus  is  referved,  as  well  to  pay  the 
charges  of  collecting,  as  to  make  a  fund  for  the  difcharge  of 
other  incidental  expences.  In  this  manner  the  ufual  pro- 
vincial revenues,  or  county  rates,  were  levied  in  thefe  pro- 
vinces ;  which,  in  1740  and  1741,  refpectively  each  year, 
amounted  to  about  the  fums  here  put  down,  namely, 
In  Provence, 
For  the  provincial  ex- 
pences,  « 

For    the    King's     don 
gratuity     — — 


} 


Livres. 
967,400 

700,000 


42,323 
30,625 


*5 


00 


1,667,400        72,948       15 


In  LanguedoCy 
For  the  provincial  ex- 
pences,      ■         — 

For    the  Kings    don 
gratuity     — 


\ 
} 


Livres.  £.  s. 

1,600,000       70,000       00 

3,000,000     131,250       00 


4,600,000     201,250       00 


But  in  1742,  France,  being  engaged  jointly  with  Spain  in 
a  war  againft  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
concerning  the  right  to  fome  territories  in  Italy,  his  moft  chri- 
ftian  Majefty  was  obliged  to  demand  the  capitation  and  dix- 
ieme-y  taxes  which  ought  only  to  be  levied  in  time  of  war; 

and 
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and  being  raifed  folely  by  virtue  of  the  King's  edict,  and  the 
precept  of  the  intendant,  are  never  mentioned  in  the  aflembly 
of  the  dates.  But  yet  both  the  provinces  agree  to  fatisfy 
thefe  taxes  to  the  King  by  a  compofition,  as  they  do  the  don 
gratidt:  Provence  agreeing  to  pay  30,0001.  and  Languedoc 
about  40,0(30  /.  flerling  for  each,  being  permitted  to  raife  thofe 
fums  by  impofitions  of  their  own,  together  with  an  overplus 
to  defray  the  expence  of  collecting.  Add  to  thefe,  the 
feveral  other  military  impofitions,  which,  as  the  war  began 
to  be  carried  on  with  vigour,  were  levied  throughout  the 
kingdom,  to  anfwer  the  additional  expences  ;  particularly  by 
the  march  both  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  troops  through 
thefe  provinces  in  their  way  to  Italy.  Of  thefe  expences  how- 
ever they  were  able  then  to  pay  their  fhare,  by  the  help  of  the 
fupplies  which  accrued  from  the  beneficial  exportation  of 
their  luxurious  products  to  the  northern  powers,  and  of  their 
manufactures  to  the  Levant,  and  other  parts  of  Turky,  as 
alfo  to  Martinique,  St.  Domingue,  and  the  Weftern  iflands ; 
their  merchants  and  brokers  gaining  their  millions  of  livres 
by  a  commerce  and  navigation,  hitherto  free  and  uninterrupted 
by  the  Englifh  navy.  But  unhappily  for  thofe  that  were  en- 
gaged in  this  commerce,  and  thofe  who  had  any  dependance 
on  it,  war  was  proclaimed  againft  England,  by*  the  inftigation 
of  another  power,  on  the  14th  of  March  1744. 

Let  us  now  examine  what  alterations  thefe  provinces  fuf- 
fered,  from  that  period,  till  the  preliminaries  of  the  peace 
were  figned  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  in  April  1748, 

This  is  the  moft  interefting  period  for  us  to  examine> 
wherein  we  fhall  find  what  diftrefs  thefe  Southern  provinces 

were 
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•were  reduced  to,  by  being  engaged  in  a  war  with  England: 
having  as  much  to  lofe  at  fea  as  at  land,  they  felt  the  {lid  ef- 
fects in  both  parts :  our  taking  their  mips  and  cargoes  oc~ 
cafioned  their  firfl  lofs  :  our  cruifing  after  others  obflructed 
future  gain.  Hence  a  decay  of  trade ;  a  flop  to  manufac- 
tures y  and  a  want  of  money  and  credit.  Want  of  money 
and  credit  decreafed  their  revenues,  and  this  of  courfe  re- 
duced their  ftrength :  fo  that  whilfl;  there  was  on  the  one 
hand  a  neceffity  of  augmenting  their  expences,  there  appeared 
on  the  other  a  diminution  of  the  fources  from  whence  they 
were  to  be  fupplied.  Such  were  the  confequences  to  which 
thefe  provinces  were  reduced  foon  after  the  commencement  of 
the  war;  and  as  their  annual  expences  could  not  be  fup- 
plied by  their  annual  revenues,  rights  were  infringed,  debts 
contracted,  and  difputes  created  among  themfelves,  which 
lafted  even  longer  than  the  war  with  their  common  enemies. 
Thus  it  appears,  that  in  1744,  the  flrft  year  after  the 
war  was  proclaimed  againft  England,  the  French  King 
being  then  with  his  army  in  Germany,  dated  his  letters  from 
the  head  quarters  of  his  camp,  to  the  affembly  of  the  ftates 
of  Provence,  met  as  ufual  the  beginning  of  November; 
wherein  his  Majefty  fets  forth,  "  that  the  tendernefs  he  had 
c<  for  his  fubjects  had  oppofed  itfelf  to  his  engaging  in  a  war, 
<c  which  might  endanger  their  repofe,  their  fortunes  and  their 
<c  lives  -,  but  being  obliged  at  length  to  enter  into  it,  he  was 
"  willing  at  leaft  to  fhare  the  weight  of  it  with  them.  He  bad 
"  been  {qqr  to  march  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  to  brave  the  fame 
*c  dangers,  and  undergo  thofe  fatigues,  to  which  he  had  near 
xc  fallen  a  victim/' — This  alludes  to  the  King's  illnefs  atMetz, 

from 
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from  which  his  Majefty  was  juft  at  that   time  recovered'. 

The  letter  then  proceeds  in  the  ufual  form,  in  the  firft  place 
to  demand  the  don  gratuit,  &c.  which  the  aflembly  granted, 
with  profeffions  of  their  confulting  only  their  zeal  for  his  Ma- 
jefty 's  fervice,  without  attending  to  the  burthens  with  which 
their  country  was  overcharged.  But  at  their  meetings  after- 
wards, when  the  intendant  read  to  them  his  Majefty 's  farther 
inftru&ions,  not  only  for  providing  the  accuftomed  payments 
for  the  repairs  of  their  fortifications,  highways,  and  bridges, 
and  the  expences  of  their  militia ;  but  that  it  was  alfo  ex- 
pected, "  they  fhould  make  fome  extraordinary  provifions  for 
u  the  expences  that  had  accrued  in  their  province  on  account 
u  of  wood,  and  ftraw,  and  firing,  for  the  encampment  of  the 
"  troops  during  their  march  into  Italy."  The  aflembly  at  once 
came  to  a  refolution,  that  the  amount  of  that  expence  was 
not  to  be  provided  by  the  province,  but  only  to  be  liquidated 
and  ftated,  in  order  to  make  a  demand  on  his  Majefty  to  re- 
imburfe  all  that  the  feveral  communities  had  or  fhould  furnifh 
on  account  of  the  army,  agreeably  to  the  antient  practice  of 
other  years,  as  therein  recited :  for  it  may  be  remembred, 
I  have  already  mentioned  the  privilege  this  province  claims 
of  being  exempted  from  providing  the  etapes  for  the  King  s 
troops  marching  through  or  quartered  within  any  of  it's  com- 
munities. This  privilege,  although  confirmed  by  an  edift 
in  the  month  of  March  1661,  had  indeed  been  infringed  in 
the  year  1719;  but  by  an  arret  of  council,  dated  the  28th 
of  March  in  the  fame  year,  they  were  allowed  to  redeem  it 
again  on  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  livres, 
or  6561. 1.  a  year  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  two  hundred  thoufand 
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livres,  or,  8750 1.  a  year  in  time  of  war.  Therefore,  to 
anfwer  this  compofition,  and  fome  other  extraordinary  ex- 
pences,  on  account  of  the  militia,  and  the  repairs  of  highways, 
&C.  they  were  obliged  to  raife  their  provincial  impoiitions 
from  550  to  725  livres  per  feu,  which  produced  two  millions 
one  hundred  ninety  eight  thoufand  two  hundred  livres,  or 
96,1701.  fterling,  for  the  year,  which  in  the  preceding  years 
I  have  fhewn  were  fatisfied  by  the  fum  of  72,948  1.  the  dif- 
ference therefore  was  an  additional  county  rate  on  this  pro- 
vince i  whilfl  at  the  fame  time  the  communities  were  obli- 
ged, contrary  to  the  privilege  of  an  exemption  which  they 
claimed,  to  maintain  the  King's  troops  by  extraordinary  fums, 
which  they  could  no  other  ways  raife,  than  by  borrowing  on 
their  own  fecurity  ,  which  extraordinary  expences  not  being 
provided  for  by  any  annual  revenue,  remained,  as  we  fhall 
fee  hereafter,  to  be  encreafed  from  year  to  year,  till  they  be- 
came a  debt  too  great  for  either  the  communities  or  the  pro- 
vince to  pay. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  eftates  in  Languedoc  were 
charged  in  proportion  with  an  equal  encreafe  of  provincial  ex- 
pences, as  they  were  not  fo  near  the  feat  of  war;  nor  was 
there  the  like  number  of  troops  marching  through  their  terri- 
tories ;  and  fuch  as  did,  being  chiefly  Spanifh,  paid  dearly 
for  all  their  forage  and  provifions  5  befides  they  had  no  right 
infringed  thereby,  having  no  privilege  to  be  exempt  from 
the  etapey  though,  by  feveral  edicts  parTed  in  their  favour,  they 
are  only  to  furnifh  a  certain  limited  quantity  of  provifions. 
But  then,  they  were  equally  diflrefTed  by  the  interruption  of 
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trade,  particularly  of  the  Levant  trade,  on  which  the  fub- 
fiilance  of  ib  many  of  their  people  in  the  cloth  manufactures 
moflly  depended.  Add  to  this,  the  flop  that  was  put  to  the 
exportation  of  their  wines,  oils,  and  other  products,  at  the 
port  of  Cette. 

It  is  obvious  from  hence,  how  greatly  a  maritime  power 
muil  be  affected,  by  being  engaged  in  a  war  with  a  fuperior 
maritime  power.  Lofs  of  trade,  and  diminution  of  revenues, 
I  have  already  mentioned  as  the  general  confequences ;  to 
which  we  mull  now  add  the  more  particular  diftrefs  thefe 
Southern  provinces  fuffered,  from  their  peculiar  fituation  and 
circumftances.  Concerning  this,  it  will  be  moll  material  for 
us  to  enquire  into  the  flate  of  Provence,  as  it  contains  the  two 
chief  maritime  ports  in  thofe  parts  ;  that  of  Marfeilles,  noted 
for  its  commerce;  and  the  other  of  Toulon,  renowned  for  its 
naval  (Irength  ;  and  as  this  province  itfelf  was  mod  affected 
and  annoyed  by  the  Englifh  fleet  ftationed  on  its  coafts. 
Which  reduced  the  inhabitants  in  a  few  years  to  fuch  an  ex- 
tremity of  diftrefs,  not  only  from  the  lofs  of  trade,  but  from 
the  want  of  corn,  and  the  dread  of  a  famine,  as  to  oblige  them 
to  fue  to  the  King  for  that  redrefs,  which  could  no  otherwife  be 
procured  than  by  his  fpeedily  agreeing  to  the  conclufion  of  a 
peace.  All  which  we  fhall  prelently  fee  manifefled  by  their 
own  memorials  and  reprefentat'ions,  from  whofe  original 
vouchers  the  following  narrative  is  chiefly  compiled. 

I  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  dependency  of  thefe  peo- 
ple upon  a  foreign  fupply  for  mod  of  the  necefTaries  of  life. 
This  fupply  we  may  imagine,  after  the  year  1 744,  when  the 
vyar  was  become  univcrfal,  was  greatly  interrupted  by  land, 
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and  almoft  totally  prevented  by  fea$  for  the  Englifh  fleet  had 
now  fpread  itfelf,  and,  as  their  people  expreffed  it,  covered  the 
Mediterranean  :  the  allied  army  on  that  fide,  encouraged  by 
our  affiftance,  exerted  their  force,  and  inftead  of  being  on  the 
defenfive,  to  fecure  their  own  dominions  in  Italy,  proceeded 
into  this  province,  and  threatened  to  befiege  Toulon.  This, 
it  is  well  known,  occalioned  an  extraordinary  march  of  great 
numbers  of  French  troops  from  other  parts,  who  pafling 
through  the  country,  made  a  vaft  confumption  of  every  kind 
of  provifions.  Vaft  demands  muft  caufe  a  fcarcity 5  fcarcity 
muft  encreafe  the  price  of  living ;  and  dearnefs  of  living  will 
always  be  attended  with  complaints  from  the  inhabitants. 
When  individuals  fuffer,  the  public  becomes  interested  to  re- 
lieve them ;  or  the  whole  community  will  grow  defperate. 
Applications  therefore  being  made  to  the  government,  the  go- 
vernment was  obliged  to  interpofe.  And  fince  thefe  difficulties 
had  no  fmall  influence  on  the  public  meafures,  I  mall  take 
the  liberty  of  being  more  explicit  in  my  account  of  the  various 
caufes  from  whence  they  proceeded. 

The  firft  grievance,  and  which  is  generally  felt  the  firft, 
arofe  from  the  fcarcity  and  dearnefs  of  provifions.  To  prevent 
this  as  far  as  poffible,  it  is  cuftomary  in  almoft  all  the  great 
cities,  and  communities  in  France,  to  let  out  the  fale  of 
meat  and  flour  to  undertakers,  who,  on  paying  a  certain  an- 
nual fum,  are  to  have  the  exclulive  privilege  of  felling  thefe 
provifions,  for  a  term  of  years,  on  condition  that  they  pro- 
vide a  Sufficient  quantity,  and  deliver  them  at  a  certain  price, 
which  is  fixed  as  low  as  it  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  afforded,  ac- 
cording to  the  apparent  plenty.  Thus  for  example,  the  com- 
munity 
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munity  of  Marfeilles  in  1740,  leafed  out  their  butchery  to 
undertakers  for  the  term  of  fix  years,  upon  condition  that 
they  mould  provide  and  fell  a  fufilcient  quantity  of  meat  at  the 
rate  of  3  fols  a  pound  for  beef  and  4  fols  a  pound  for  mutton. 
Thefe  conditions  were  performed  with  feme  profits  to  the/^r- 
miers  for  the  firft  year  or  two  of  their  leafe  :  but  the  unexpec- 
ted continuance  of  the  war,  began  by  degrees  to  deprive  them 
of  their  former  gains,  and  afterwards  to  occafion  a  confiderable 
lofs :  for  the  Spaniih  troops  marching  through  Languedoc, 
and  the  French  through  Dauphiny,  in  their  way  to  this  pro- 
vince, previoufly  confumed  the  provifions,  which  were  ufu- 
ally  bought  up  in  thofe  places  to  fupply  this  part  \  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  price  of  fheep  and  cattle  rofe  fo  much, 
that  the  meat,  which  might  fometime  before  be  bought  at 
three  fols  per  pound,  now  flood  them  in  feven  or  eight  fols 
per  pound:  yet  they  were  obliged  to  abide  by  their  original 
contract ;  infomuch  that  upon  carting  up  their  accounts  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1744,  f°me  months  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  England,  they  proved,  by  a 
memorial  offered  to  the  confuls  of  the  city,  that  their  lofs 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  twenty  kven  thoufand 
livres,  or  9,931 1,  fterliug,  befides  the  finking  of  all  their  for- 
mer gains ;  and  therefore  humbly  prayed  to  be  indemnified 
for  the  paft,  and  to  have  their  contract  vacated  for  the  future. 
Receiving  no  fatisfadtory  anfwer  from  this  quarter,  they 
thought  they  had  fome  equitable  pretentions  of  applying  to 
the  miniftry  above,  upon  the  fuggeftion  that  their  lofs  was 
chiefly  occafioned  by  the  extraordinary  quantity  of  provifions 
demanded  for  his  Majefty's  troops :   their  petition  here  was 
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in  part  granted  by  vacating  their  term,  and  allowing  them 
a  reimburfement  of  two  hundred  thoufand  livres,  or  8,750  I. 
fterling,  which  the  community  of  Marfeilles  was  ordered  to 
raife  and  pay  ;  it  being  the  method  in  France,  to  eafe  one  fub- 
jedt  by  laying  a  load  on  another ;  and  the  equity  of  this  ordi- 
nance was  juftified,  on  behalf  of  the  King,  by  alledging,  that 
the  troops  being  fent  to  protedl  their  community,  it  was  but 
reafonable  they  fhould  repair  the  private  lories  fufiained  by 
particulars  3  efpecially  fince  the  lofs  of  thefe  contractors,  was 
occafioned  by  felling  provifions  at  an  under  rate,  of  which 
they  who  were  the  buyers  had  hitherto  received  the  benefit. 

However,  to  make  fome  amends,  a  new  leafe  was  con- 
flicted and  granted  to  the  magiftracy  of  Marfeilles,  who,  in 
the  name  of  their  confute,  had  the  fole  privilege  of  felling  the 
meat  at  one  fol  per  pound  advance,  over  the  real  price  it 
fhould  coft  them.  This  grant  produced  to  the  town,  com- 
muriibus  annisy  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
livres,  or  13,990!.  fterling;  but  the  individual  inhabitants  at 
the  fame  time  fuffered  in  their  private  expences,  by  being 
obliged  to  pay  one  fol  per  pound  for  their  meatP  over  and 
above  the  market  price  in  other  places  of  their  neighbour- 
hood. 

The  fermiers  at  Marfeilles  having  fucceeded  fo  well,  many 
who*  were  under  the  like  contract  with  other  communities, 
and  had  fuffered  in  the  fame  manner,  made  their  applications 
alfo  to  have  their  contracts  vacated,  or  fome  indemnification 
for  their  lofs  -,  but  as  this  mud  have  been  attended  with  dear- 
nefs  of  provifions  in  the  very  places  through  which  the  French 
and  Spanifli  troops  were  to  march  to  and  from  Italy,  their 
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petitions  were  rejected.  The  undertakers,  when  they  firft  con- 
tracted were  rich  and  able,  and  it  was  thought  better  policy, 
that  they  {hould  fbffer  a  lofs,  than  that  the  marching  regi- 
ments, as  well  as  the  inhabitants,  ihould  feel  the  want :  this 
lulled  but  a  little  while,  for  when  the  undertakers  broke,  their 
contracts  were  vacated  of  courfe. 

I  have  been  particular  in  mentioning  tliefe  circum fiances, 
that  we  might  hence  form  a  notion  of  their  diftrefs  with  re- 
gard to  the  dearnefs  of  provifions  of  every  kind;  but  their  dif- 
trefs ariiing  from  the  want  of  corn,  as  it  was  moft  univerfal, 
and  had  like  to  have  proved  the  moft  fatal,  demands  a  yet 
more  ample  defcription.  On  this  article  we  know  depends 
the  fupply  of  bread,  juftly  efteemed  the  firft  and  moft  necef- 
iary  article  of  life  ;  and  yet  Provence  produces  in  a  whole  year 
no  more  corn  than  what  will  fuffice  to  fupport  the  inhabitants 
for  three  months.  The  better  therefore  to  facilitate  a  foreign 
fupply,  the  African  company,  eftablifhed  at  Marfeilles,  has  a 
grant  of  the  excluiive  privilege  of  importing  corn  from  the 
coaft  of  Barbary,  upon  condition  of  never  having  lefs  than 
20,000  charges,  which  is  about  12,000  quarters  Englifli 
meafure,  of  wheat  at  a  time,  in  their  public  magazine.  To 
fulfil  this  obligation,  the  company  has  feveral  fettlements  on 
the  oppofite  coaft  of  Barbary,  where  they  buy  corn  from  time 
to  time,  and  tranfport  it  as  it  is  wanted  to  their  general 
magazine;  from  whence  it  is  delivered  to  all  the  adjacent 
parts,    not  without  confiderable  gain  to  themfelves. 

Being  therefore  thus  dependent  on  a  foreign  fupply,  it  may 
eafily  be  imagined  how  greatly  they  were  diftreffed  by  a  war 
with  a  fuperior  power  at  fea,   capable  of  intercepting  that  fup- 
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ply.  And  to  demonftrate  at  once  how  fenftble  they  wer& 
of  their  dependence  on  us  for  tins  proviiion,  I  was  told  that 
on  the  very  day  war  was  proclaimed  at  MarfeiHes  againft 
England,  the  price  of  corn  role  fix  livres  in  the  charge,  which 
is  near  equal  to  10  s.  a  quarter  in  England.  The  price  there- 
fore of  corn  being  at  that  time  20  livres  a  charge,  rofe  at  once 
to  26,  and  foon  after  to  30,  and  fo  on,  till  it  advanced  to  46 
livres  a  charge,  which  is  about  4I.  a  quarter,  or  20  1.  fterling 
a  load.  Nor  need  we  be  furprifed  at  this  dearnefs,  fin-ce  none 
could  be  brought  from  Sicily  or  Naples  but  by  ftealth  in  Tar- 
tanes  or  coafting  Feluccas ;  nor  was  the  African  company 
able  to  replenish  their  magazines,  according  to  the  terms  on 
which  their  privilege  was  granted,  fince  our  fleet  was  fo  fta- 
tioned,  as  to  cut  off  the  direct  communication  to  their  fettle- 
ments  on  the  oppofite  coafts  of  Barbary. 

This  circumftance  deferves  fome  attention,  and  I  mall  take 
occafion  hereafter  to  offer  fome  propofals  upon  it. 

It  being  fo  difficult  to  procure  corn  from  abroad,  thofe  who 
had  it  at  home  were  anxious  in  hoarding  it  up ;  fo  that  little 
being  brought  to  market,  a  famine  was  dreaded  even  before 
there  was  any  real  hazard  of  it.  This  obliged  the  confuls  of 
the  feveral  communities  to  apply  to  the  provincial  agents ;  and 
the  provincial  agents,  to  the  intendant,  to  take  timely  mea- 
fures  for  preventing  fo  great  an  evil.  Whereupon  it  was  de- 
termined, that  public  magazines  of  corn  mould  be  erected  in 
different  parts,  to  be  furnifhed  at  the  expence  of  the  provin- 
cial cheft,  in  order  to  be  fold  out  again  and  diftributed  among 
the  inhabitants.      But  if  there  was  a  difficulty  in  procuring 

corn,  there  was  yet  a  greater  in  finding  money  to  pay  for  it. 
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Applications  therefore  were  made  to  the  miniftry  for  fome  in- 
dulgence to  fuch  as  fhould  be  willing  to  lend  their  money  to 
the  provincial  communities  for  the  purchafe  of  fo  neceffary  a 
proviiion.  Accordingly  letters  patent  were  irlued,  allowing  an 
exemption  from  the  dixieme  upon  all  intereft  of  money,  that 
fhould  be  lent  to  any  community  for  the  purchafe  of  corn. 
Obferve  that  the  dixieme  is  a  tax  of  about  two  per  cent,  upon 
the  intereft  of  every  perfonal  eftate.  Befides  this,  the  King 
was  further  pleafed,  by  his  edid,  to  grant  the  aflembly  of  the 
ftates  a  liberty  of  retaining  annually  a  certain  fum  out  of  his 
don  gratuity  to  be  employed,  one  half  in  paying  the  intereft 
of  any  fums  they  mould  borrow,  and  the  other  half  to  remain 
as  a  finking  fund  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  principal.  Upon 
this  fecurity,  and  the  douceur  of  high  intereft,  with  an  ex- 
emption from  the  dixieme,  the  communities  were  enabled  to 
borrow  feveral  fums,  and  thereby  replenished  their  magazines 
with  corn,  partly  from  their  own  produce,  and  partly  by  the 
affiftance  of  our  good  allies  the  Dutch,  from  Naples  and  Si- 
cily ;  a  premium  being  given  on  every  meafure  of  wheat,  or 
other  grain,  imported  by  any  neutral  verlel. 

But  thefe  demands  for  corn  being  the  greateft,  when  it 
was  moft  difficult  to  be  procured ;  it  naturally  followed,  that 
it  was  purchafed  at  a  high  and  extravagant  rate ,  and  yet  the 
magiftratcs  were  inftrufted  to  deliver  it  out  again  at  fuch  a 
moderate  price,  as  might  ferve  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the 
people,  by  making  them  believe  they  had  plenty  in  flore. 
For  the  government  of  thefe  provinces  was  at  this  time 
wholly  fupported  by  artifice.  No  corn  was  to  be  furniihed 
out  of  their  magazines,  but  by  an  order  of  their  magiltrates ; 
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no  fuch  orders  could  be  obtained  without  a  certificate  of  the 
want  of  it ;  and  when  they  were  obtained,  their  validity  or 
formality  were  fure  to  be  queftioned  by  the  officers  at  the 
magazines ;  fo  that  the  people  were  generally  contented  to  take 
about  half  the  quantity  they  came  for.  In  the  mean  time, 
borrowing  upon  intereft  was  adding  a  burthen  upon  the  com- 
munities -,  to  have  that  intereft  exempted  from  the  dixie  me 
was  a  diminution  to  the  King's  revenue  -,  and  to  buy  dear  and 
fell  cheap  was  a  dead  lofs  upon  the  province.  All  this  while 
the  immenfe  confumption  that  was  made  by  the  army  and  its 
numerous  fuite,  both  drained  their  magazines  and  emptied 
their  treafure  ;  for  inftead  of  employing  the  money  the  corn 
was  fold  for  in  a  circle  towards  repurchaling  more,  it  was 
from  time  to  time  drilled  away  to  fatisfy  other  demands  that 
were  occafioned  by  the  war.  Add  to  this  the  feverer  methods 
taken  by  our  fleet  to  prevent  the  Dutch  from  fup plying  them 
any  more ;  and  the  two  bad  harvefls  that  happened  in  the 
years  1746  and  J  747. 

This  was  the  more  fevere  after  the  damages  they  had  re- 
ceived by  the  forage  demanded  both  by  the  French  and  Spanifh 
troops.  They  fuftered  greatly  by  their  own  in  the  year  1745, 
but  yet  infinitely  more  from  the  contributions  levied  by  the 
enemy's  troops  in  1746.  It  is  well  remembred,  that  in  the 
month  of  November  in  that  fame  year,  the  allied  army  under 
Count  Brown,  having  palled  the  Var,  was  advanced  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Provence,  and  there  continued  until  the  month  of 
February  next  enfuing  5  during  which  time  we  may  conceive 
what  lofTes  were  created  by  the  exa&ions  of  money;  pillaging 
of  houfesj  cutting  down  olive  trees  and  vineyards;    and  all 
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the  other  ravages  ufually  committed  by  a  plundering  army. 
And  whilft  the  allied  army  thus  invaded  them  on  one  fide, 
and  their  own  troops  were  marching  to  oppofe  it  on  the  other, 
the  Engliih  fleet  was  cruifing  all  along  the  coafts  to  hinder 
any  fupplies  by  fea  ;  fo  that  what  with  contributions  levied  by 
the  troops  of  the  enemy,  and  the  fubfiftence  demanded  by 
their  own,  the  native  inhabitants  feemed  to  be  left  to  ftarve 
between  both. 

This  want  of  a  foreign  fupply  obliged  the  King  to  erect  a 
military  magazine  of  corn  near  Aries,  for  the  fole  ufe  of  the 
army,  which  was  fupplied  from  the  inland  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, at  a  vaft  expence  of  carriage.  But  the  magiftrates,  find- 
ing they  could  not  much  longer  conceal  the  fcarcity  of  theirs, 
made  preffing  applications  to  have  a  fupply  out  of  the  maga- 
zine defigned  for  the  troops.  They  reprefented  to  the  mini- 
fler  of  war,  that,  without  this  affiftance,  the  people  would 
ftarve.  The  King's  commiffaries,  on  the  other  hand,  repre- 
fented, that  if  fuch  affiftance  was  granted  to  the  people,  the 
troops  would  ftarve.  This  was  a  terrible  dilemma  for  a  King 
to  be  driven  to  j  but  he  cleared  himfelf  of  it,  by  ordering  his 
minifters,  juft  at  that  crifis  of  time,  to  fign  the  preliminaries  of 
peace,  which  were  accordingly  figned  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  on 
the  30th  of  April  1748. 

We  are  now  laftly  to  confider  in  what  condition  thefe  pro- 
vinces were  left,  upon  the  reftoration  of  peace,  and  what  mea- 
fures  were  taken  in  confequence  of  it. 

From  what  has  been  related,  it  may  be  imagined,  that  the 
news  of  peace  was  extremely  welcome  in  thefe  parts.  I  was 
affured  by  feveral  people  of  different  ranks  of  life,  that,  had  it 
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been  poftponed  a  month  longer,  there  would  have  been  a 
danger  of  an  infurre&ion  in  all  their  maritime  provinces.  Let 
us  now  fee  what  meafures  were  taken  as  well  to  repair  their 
lofles,  as  to  redrefs  their  grievances. 

If  we  would  now  compare  the  ftate  of  thefe  provinces  im- 
mediately after  the  war,  to  what  they  were  immediately  before, 
we  may  firft  judge  of  the  difference  by  the  different  prices  of  the 
neceffary  provifions :  the  particulars  of  which  I  have  put  in 
oppofite  columns,  that  they  may  be  feen  together  in  one  view. 

Price  of  provifions  before 
the  war. 

It  v.    fob. 

Wheat  per  *  charge  -22  00 

Rye  per  charge  -  -  13  00 

Oats  per  load     -    -   14  00 

Hay  per  quintal  -  -     1  16 

Bread  per  pound  -  -  00  2 

Mutton  per  pound  -  00  4 

Beef  per  pound  —  00  3 

However,  the  diftrefs  on  this  account,  though  it  was  the 
mofl  extream,  was  the  fooneft  relieved ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
not  without  fome  confiderable  advantage  on  our  fide,  by  the 
fupply  of  our  corn  exported  at  different  times  from  feveral 
parts  of  England.  Here  permit  me  to  remark,  that  finifhing 
the  war  by  thus  diftreffing  the  enemy,  procured  a  double  ad- 

*  A  Charge  Marfeilles  meafure  is  near  equal  to  four  bufhels  and  a  half  of 
Englifh  meafure  at  Bear-key,  fo  that  two  Charges  are  equal  to  one  quarter  and  one 
bufhel. 

vantage 


Price  of  provifions  after 

the  war. 

/i<v. 

fob. 

Wheat  ditto  -     -  42 

00 

Rye  ditto  -  -  -      25 

00 

Oats  ditto  -  -    -    22 

CO 

Hay  ditto  -  -  -        3 

15 

Bread  ditto  -  -  -    00 

5 

Mutton  ditto  -  -  -  00 

9 

Beef  ditto  -  -  —  00 
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vantage  to  our  own  country;  firft,  as  we  caufed  the  diftrefs; 
and  next,  as  we  relieved  it ;  being  happily  enabled  to  fupply 
the  want  upon  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  which  we  our- 
felves  had  occafioned  during  the  war. 

As  I  was  frequently  at  Marfeilles  foon  after  the  time  that 
the  Englifh  Ships,  laden  with  Englifh  corn,  were  permitted, 
in  purfuance  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  the  peace,  to  enter 
that  port,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  the  advantages 
we  then  made,  and  may  make  again,  by  the  exportation  of 
of  our  corn  at  fo  critical  a  juncture.  For  I  found  the  high 
price  of  wheat  was  kept  up  many  months  after  the  war  was 
over,  occafioned  by  the  extraordinary  demands  equally  fubfin;- 
ing  even  on  account  of  the  peace.  For  now  there  was  a  re- 
call of  the  troops  from  Italy  to  march  home  and  be  difbanded. 
Regiments  accordingly  were  pafling  fucceffively  through  Pro- 
vence, during  all  the  fummer,  and  great  part  of  the  fucceeding 
winter.  I  fometimes  faw  three  battalions  entering  at  one  gate 
at  Aix,  whilft  the  like  number  was  going  out  at  another.  The 
public  bureau  alfo  being  fixed  here  for  the  military  eftablifh- 
ment,  made  up  as  it  were  another  army  of  civil  officers,  con- 
fiding of  contractors,  victuallers,  clerks,  commiffaries,  agents, 
&c.  with  numbers  of  horfes,  mules,  and  attendants,  to  con- 
duct the  equipages.  All  thefe,  it  may  be  imagined,  occa- 
fioned fuch  a  confumption  of  provifions,  as  naturally  aug- 
mented the  price. 

But  the  price  of  corn  wras  yet  again  artificially  raifed  by  com- 
binations amongft  the  dealers.  A  circumftance,  which  in  the 
fale  of  fo  neceffary  a  proviiion  of  life,  deferves  the  fevered: 
animadverfion.     For  whether  the  merchants  abroad  take  the 
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adventure  upon  themfelves,  and  the  cornfac~tors  in  England 
buy  only  by  commiflion  -,  or  whether  our  cornfactors  are  chief- 
ly concerned  in  the  cargoes,  and  the  merchants  at  the  foreign 
port  fell  by  commiffion,  the  trade  being  carried  on  by  both 
thefe  methods,  yet  the  farmer  in  England,  and  the  confumer 
abroad,  are  either  way  made  the  dupes  of  thefe  intermediate 
dealers  -,  a  people  ever  dextrous  in  turning  a  public  calamity 
to  their  own  private  advantage.  And  fo  it  was  that  the  mer- 
chants at  Marfeilles,  upon  the  firft  foreign  fupply  of  corn, 
were  as  flow  in  delivering,  as  others  were  hafty  in  demanding 
it.  This  firft  fupply  indeed  came  in  by  little  at  a  time  in  fmall 
veflfels  from  Naples,  Sicily,  Barbary,  and  feveral  parts  of  the 
Archipelago;  to  which  we  may  add  the  cargoes  of  fome 
Dutch  fhips,  who  being  in  the  Mediterranean  when  the  news 
of  peace  arrived,  immediately  made  a  trip  to  the  Levant,  and 
brought  back  a  moft  timely  and  profitable  freight.  But  it  may 
feem  amazing,  that  during  the  firft  three  months  after  the 
war,  not  above  two  Englifh  mips  appeared  in  this  harbour, 
who  coming  in  about  the  latter  end  of  July,  difpofed  of  their 
lading  at  a  moft  immenfe  profit.  This  delay  in  not  being  dis- 
patched fooner,  might  poffibly  be  owing  to  the  common  arti- 
fice of  the  Engl ifh  factors,  who  combining  together,  were  as 
flow  in  buying,  in  order  to  keep  down  the  price  in  this  country, 
as  their  agents  at  Marfeilles  were  flow  in  felling,  in  order  to 
keep  it  up  in  thofe  parts.  So  that  no  corn  from  England,  ex- 
cept the  above,  was  brought  to  that  market  until  the  firft 
week  in  November  1748,  when  about  ftven  Englifh  veflels 
came  dropping  in  one  after  another.  About  the  middle  of  the 
fame  month,  the  number  was  encreafed  to  twelve  5  and  at  the 
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latter  end  I  counted  twenty.  But  it  happened  that  many  other 
of  our  corn-veffels,  after  being  ready  to  fail  from  our  own 
ports,  were  retarded  by  contrary  winds  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  winter ;  and  the  frequent  ftorms  that  happened  in  that 
feafon,  gave  rife  to  many  falfe  alarms,  at  thefe  foreign  ports, 
of  mips  being  loft,  and  quantities  of  corn  funk  and  deftroyed  in 
the  Englifh  channel.  Stories  calculated  on  purpofe  to  aug- 
ment the  price  at  their  own  market.  Infomuch  that  the  car- 
goes which  were  arrived  as  above,  having  been  bought  in 
England  at  28  s.  per  quarter,  and  by  the  benefit  of  the  pre- 
mium exported  at  23  s.  per  quarter,  fold  at  Marfeilles  at  46 
livres^r  charge.  Judge  then,  by  the  difference  of  the  mea- 
fure,  and  price  together,  what  an  immenfe  profit  was  made. 

I  would  not  be  fuppofed  from  hence  to  infinuate,  that  we 
ought  ever  to  deviate  from  that  moft  beneficial  policy  of  grant- 
ing a  bounty  upon  the  exportation  of  our  corn  ;  for  althougth 
in  fome  inftances,  as  in  this  I  have  juft  mentioned,  the  profits 
by  the  fale  abroad  were  fo  great  as  might  call  for  its  exportation 
even  without  the  aid  of  the  bounty  \  yet  as  foreign  merchants 
choofe  to  make  the  moft  of  a  commodity,  they  certainly  will 
buy  where  it  is  cheapeft,  as  well  as  fell  were  it  is  deareft; 
confequently  therefore,  if  we  do  not  reduce  our  price  upon  ex- 
portation to  as  low  a  rate  as  it  is  fold  for  elfe where,  our  rival 
neighbours  will  obtain  the  preference  in  the  demand. 

Thefe  demands  in  France  were  yet  the  more  encreafed 
from  the  additional  want  and  diftrefs  of  their  interior  as  well 
as  of  their  maritime  provinces;  and  accordingly  it  became 
neceffary  to  apply  for  a  licenfe  to  tranfmit  corn  to  the  diftri&s 
next  adjoining.     For  be  it  known,  that  all  traffick  in  corn  is 
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declared  countreband  in  every  part  of  the  French  territories; 
nor  can  it  be  tranfmitted  from  one  province  to  another  without 
a  pcrmiffion  from  the  council  of  (late.  This  permiffion  being 
therefore  now  applied  for  and  obtained,  opened  the  drain  to 
pour  in  a  larger  quantity  of  that  much  wanted  neceflary  pro- 
viiion  into  their  inland  parts;  to  fupply  which,  numbers  of 
our  (hips  arrived  at  this  port  early  in  the  fpring  of  1749,  al- 
moft  all  together,  as  they  had  fet  out  together  upon  the 
change  of  the  wind,  foon  after  the  winter.  At  which  time, 
the  appearance  of  fo  many  cargoes  in  this  one  port,  though 
deftined  for  other  provinces,  lowered  the  price  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  buyers.  Dilatory  methods  indeed  were  at- 
tempted by  fome  of  their  merchants,  who  wanted  to  poftpone 
the  landing  of  what  was  configned  to  them,  the  harbour  being 
full  and  warehoufe-room  dear:  but  the  maflers  of  the  mips 
being  obliged  by  charter  partie  to  be  at  a  fixed  time  at  other 
ports  to  take  in  their  return  freights,  infilled  on  an  immedi- 
ate difcharge,  or  elfe  entered  their  protefls,  and  became  in- 
titled  to  demurrage ;  fo  that  fuch  of  the  Marfeilles  dealers  as 
refufed  to  fell  at  the  then  price,  converted  their  very  bajlides> 
as  thev  call  their  country-houfes,  into  granaries,  to  lye  by  till 
the  firft  hurry  was  over,  being  aflured  that  the  market  would 
rife  again  upon  the  vaft  demands  they  yet  expected  from  the 
interior  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Here  we  may  take  a  more  extenfive  view  of  the  confequences 
of  that  war,  which  reached  farther  than  the  limits  of  thefe 
provinces,  to  which  I  have  hitherto  confined  myfelf.  This 
may  be  plainly  proved  from  the  number  of  vefTels  and  quantity 
of  corn  entered  at  the  port  of  Marfeilles,  from  the  time  that 
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the  importation  was  free  to  the  period  I  am  now  fpeakmg  of* 
I  faw,  for  example,  80  Englifh  corn-fhips  in  that  harbour  on 
the  25th  of  March  1749;  and  1  was  informed  that  50  mere 
had  been  difcharged  and  failed  away  before  that  time  -,  fo  that 
from  the  ift  of  November  1748,  to  that  day,  there  had  been 
130  Englifh  fhips  with  Englifh  corn  configned  to  this  port; 
mod  of  thefe  were  from  200  to  300,  and  many  of  400  tons 
burthen.     As  five  quarters  of  corn  make  a  ton,  I  heard  it 
computed  by  feveral  mafters  of  thefe  vefTels,    that  one  fhip 
with  another  brought  in  a  loading  of  more  than   1 500  quar- 
ters :   130  fhips  bringing  each  upon  a  medium  1500  quarters, 
will  make  the  quantity  imported  from  England  195,000  quar- 
ters :  and  I  have  fince  been  informed,  that  in  fadl,  from  the 
ift  of  November  1748,  to  the  latter  end  of  November  1749, 
both  inclufive,     380,000   charges,    or  217,000  quarters    of 
wheat   were  imported   from    Great    Britain,     and    260,000 
charges,  or  148,700  quarters  from  Holland,  Naples,  Sicily, 
and  the  Levant,  which  makes  the  whole  brought  into  this 
port  the  firft  year  after  the  war,    to  amount  to    640,000 
charges,  or  365,700  quarters.     Now  the  community  of  Mar- 
feilles,  in  which  is  included  all  the  territory  about  it  for  feveral 
leagues,  confumes,  as  appears  by  the  amount  of  the  excife  on 
flour,  not  more  than  500  charges  in  a  day,  which  is  equal  to 
290  quarters  Englifh  meafure.      Such   a   daily  confumption 
will  only  exhauft    105,850  quarters  in  a  year,  which  being 
deduced  from  the  quantity  imported   as  above,  there  muft 
remain  259,850  quarters  for  the  fupply  of  the  other  adjacent 
provinces;    and  even  more,    fuppofing  that  this  community 
was  in  fome  meafure  fubfifted  by  the  produce  of  its  own 
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harveft.     How  extenfive  then  muft  be  their  want,  and  how 
happy  for  us  that  we  wrere  able  fo  foon  to  fupply  it. 

However,  although  the  diftrefs  of  this  province,  ariling  from 
fuch  a  want  of  corn,  was  fo  foon  relieved,  yet  the  debts  it  had 
incurred,  by  borrowing  money  to  purchafe  it,  and  the  da- 
mages fuftained  by  the  French  and  Spanifh  troops,  could  not 
be  fo  haflily  repaired.  From  hence  they  complain,  not  only 
of  a  heavy  load  of  debts,  but  of  an  infringement  of  their  pri- 
vileges, of  which,  as  pays  d'etat  >  they  are  ever  jealous ;  and 
concerning  which  they  made  the  loudeft  remonftrances :  but 
the  King  fending  an  extraordinary  number  of  troops  in  great 
hade  to  protect  this  fide  of  his  dominions,  had  no  time  to 
liften  to  remonftrances  about  rights  and  privileges.  Provifions 
and  quarters  were  ordered  to  be  immediately  found,  and  the 
recompence  poftponed  to  a  future  confideration.  To  this  pur- 
pofe  the  public  bureau  for  the  army  was  eftablifhed  at  Aix, 
which  was  therefore  the  general  rendezvous  of  all  the  tribe  of 
commirTaries,  contractors,  clerks  and  victuallers  :  from  thence 
accordingly  were  iflited  out  the  orders  to  the  feveral  commu- 
nities to  provide  the  neceifary  etapes  and  utenfils.  The  ex- 
pence  of  which,  in  the  fpace  of  four  years,  commencing  in 
1744,  and  ending  in  1747,  amounted  to  upwards  of  eight 
millions  of  livres,  or  350,000  1.  and  we  may  add  upwards  of 
one  million  more,  or  43,7501.  as  we  fhall  fee  particularly 
ftated  by  and  by,  for  the  charges  of  hay  and  corn  demanded 
by  the  cavalry,  and  for  the  hire  of  mules  and  carriages  that 
were  preffed  into  the  fervice  to  tranfport  the  ammunition  and 
artillery  belonging  to  the  army.  Moreover,  in  the  year  1744, 
great  number  of  thefe  mules  perifhed  through  the  want  of 
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provender ;  and  the  reft,  together  with  the  carnages,  were  taken 
at  the  fiege  of  Coni :  the  lofs  of  all  which  is  brought  to  the 
public  account,  the  King  having  engaged  to  pay  after  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  livres,  which  is  about  5I.  5  s.  for 
every  mule  that  {hould  be  taken  or  killed  by  an  enemy,  whilil: 
in  his  fervice. 

We  may  imagine,  at  the  fame  time,  that  fuch  a  concourfe 
of  men  and  horfes,  paffing  over  the  high  roads  and  public 
bridges,  muft  occaiion  the  want  of  frequent  reparations.  The 
expence  of  thefe  repairs  in  Provence  for  four  years  only,  be- 
ginning at  1744,  and  ending  in  1747  inclufive,  amounted  to 
four  hundred  forty  nine  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty  four 
livres,  or  19,6471. 

But  befides  repairing  the  roads,  thefe  provinces  had  an  ad- 
ditional charge  impofed  upon  them  of  repairing  their  fortifi- 
cations, efpecially  on  their  frontiers.  For  it  is  ufual,  when 
his  mod  Chriftian  Majefly  undertakes  thefe  public  works,  for 
the  defence  of  any  particular  place,  that  he  intimates  to  thofc 
who  have  their  lands  and  poffeflions  near  it,  that  as  it  is  for 
their  fecurity  the  work  is  undertaken,  he  expects  that  they 
fhould  chiefly  defray  the  expence  of  it,  Befides  thefe,  they 
T:sre  fubjed  to  all  the  other  ordinary  expences  of  maintaining 
their  milice  and  the  marechaujjee^  of  paying  falaries  to  their 
officers,  of  making  good  paft  deficiences,  and  other  incidental 
charges. 

If  now  we  were  to  enter  into  a  particular  eflimate  of  all  the 
expences,  loffes  and  damages  thefe  maritime  provinces  incur- 
red by  the  war,  we  mould  find  them  deplorably  weakened 
and  reduced  from  their  former  ftate.     I  have  heard  the  debts 
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in  Languedoc  calculated  at  a  very  high  rate  ;  but  as  I  have  no 
proper  vouchers,  I  fhall  forbear  to  mention  any  particulars. 
Provence  fuffered  much  more,  as  it  was  the  great  paffage 
both  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  troops,    and  bad  been  itfelf 
invaded  by  the  enemy,  and  as  it  was  put  to  more  extraordinary 
expences  in  repairing  its  fortifications ;  thofe  of  Toulon  only 
in  1747  coft  the  provincial  treafure  one  hundred  and  twelve 
thoufand  livres,  or  4900 1.     I  cannot  prefume  to  defcribe  all 
thefe  calamities  in  fo  juft  and  ample  a  manner  as  they  are  fet 
forth  in  feveral  memorials  offered  from  time  to  time  to  the 
French  miniftry.     It  was  at  laft  thought  neceffary  to  collect 
the  fubftance  of  thefe  into  one  report,  which  the  provincial 
agents  had  drawn  up,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  the  next  en- 
fuing  meeting  of  the  flates  in  November    1748,    after  the 
peace  was  declared ;  in  which   report,  all  the  particulars  of 
their  former  grievances  are  recapitulated',  with  an  eftimate 
of  the  debts  that  were  incurred  thereby.     The  refolutions  that 
were  taken  upon  this  by  the  general  affembly,  and  the  new 
impofitions  that  were  levied  in  purfuance  of  thofe  refolutions, 
will  beft  point  out  the  ftate  of  their  debts  and  revenues  at 
this  period.     Accordingly,  having  procured   the  minutes  of 
all  the  proceedings  at  this  affembly,  I  have   here  fubjoined, 
by  way  of  appendix,  an  abftradt  of  fuch  as  relate  to  the  pre- 
fent  purpofe ;  and  muft  beg  leave  more  particularly  to  refer  to 
the  report  abovementioned,  as  it  contains  a  circumftantial  de- 
tail of  the  mod  important  tranfadtions,  and  affords  us  a  fure 
and  authentick  proof,  taken  out  of  their  own  records,  of  the 
ftate  and  condition  of  this  province  upon  the  conclufion  of  the 
war,  and  how  much  it  was   weakened  and  reduced   from 

Its 


(  35  ) 

its  former  ftate  before  the  commencement  of  it :  from  hence, 
therefore,  we  may  compare  the  difference,  and  from  hence 
difcover  the  caufe  of  that  difference. 

To  this  purpofe,  the  firft  object  I  am  to  point  out,  is  the 
encreafe  of  the  provincial  tax,  which,  in  1740,  before  the 
war  was  declared  againft  England,  was  fettled  at  550  livres 
per  feu;  in  1744,  the  year  in  which  war  was  declared,  it 
rofe  to  725  livres  per  feu,  and  now  in  1748,  upon  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war,  it  was  augmented  to  750  livres  per  feu,  as 
appears  by  the  minutes  of  their  general  affembly :  fo  that 
their  yearly  provincial  expence,  which  I  have  ihewn,  was 
fometime  ago  provided  for  by  a  county  rate,  producing  one 
million  fix  hundred  fixty  {qvqu  thoufand  four  hundred  livres, 
or  72,948  1.  fterling,  was  now  encreafed  at  750  livres  per  feu, 
to  two  millions  two  hundred  and  feventy  four  thoufand  livres, 
or  99,487  1.  1  os.  fterling.  But  was  this  all  the  difference? 
and  was  neither  the  province  nor  the  kingdom  called  upon  to 
anfwer  any  other  demands  than  what  might  be  fatisfied  bv 
fuch  an  encreafe  of  provincial  tax  ?  fo  far  from  it,  that  in  ex- 
amining the  feveral  appropriated  fums  according  to  the  re- 
partition made  by  the  affembly  of  the  ftates  in  each  of  the 
abovementioned  years,  it  will  appear  that  this  encreafe  was 
chiefly  occafioned  to  anfwer  the  extraordinary  expences  of 
maintaining  their  militia,  and  the  intereft  of  debts  that  had 
been  contracted  in  the  latter  years  for  the  purchafe  of  corn; 
but  with  regard  to  all  the  other  debts,  which  had  been  con- 
traded  during  the  war,  and  on  account  of  the  war,  they  were 
referred  to  the  King  for  payment,  and  abfolutely  refufed  to  be 
brought  to  their  provincial  account :  for  we  may  find  in  the 
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appendix,  by  the  firft  refolutions  of  the  aflembly  of  the  ftates, 
"  that  an  eftimate  was  to  be  drawn  up  of  their  debts  in  favour 
14  of  the  communities,  in  order  to  requeft  his  Majefty  for  the 
11  repayment  of  all  that  had  been  expended  for  the  army."  It 
is  alfo  fet  forth  in  the  report  that  was  made  to  this  aflembly, 
"  That  it  would  be  impoflible  for  the  province  to  provide  for 
,c  thefe  expences  but  by  overburthenfome  impofitions,  &c." 
And  therefore  they  came  to  a  refolution  in  confequence  of  this 
report,  u  That  the  mod  humble  and  refpedtful  inftances 
*'  fhould  be  made  to  his  Majefty  for  repayment ;"  declaring, 
that  to  levy  a  tax  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  even  the  two 
preceding  years,  and  at  the  fame  time  anfwer  the  current  ex- 
pences of  the  enfuing,  would  require  an  exorbitant  fum, 
which  it  would  be  impoflible  to  raife  upon  the  communities : 
fo  that  the  750  livres  per  feu  was  impofed  to  anfwer  only 
the  current  fervice,  and  the  interefl:  of  debts  that  were  incurred 
to  fupport  their  own  provincial  expences :  but  as  to  the  in- 
terefl: of  debts  created  on  account  of  the  army,  and  the  de- 
ficiencies of  the  revenues  in  the  former  years  on  the  like  ac- 
count, they  were  poftponed  to  be  afterwards  taken  into  con- 
federation, in  hopes  that  the  King  would  fatisfy  the  fame ;  at 
leafl  for  the  prefent  it  was  ultimately  refolved  by  the  aflembly, 
<c  That  in  the  then  exhaufted  condition  of  their  public  cheflr, 
<c  no  other  expedient  was  practicable  to  anfwer  thofe  de- 
cc  mands,  than  to  have  recourfe  to  their  accuftomed  method 
tl  of  bor rowing."  But  to  borrow  money  at  interefl,  in  order 
to  pay  the  interefl:  of  money  borrowed,  was  accelerating  of 
ruin  beyond   redemption. 

That  we  may  be  apprized  of  the  total  amount  of  thefe 

debts, 


(37) 

debts,  on  which  many  difputes  afterwards  arofe  between  the 
miniftry  and  the  flates  of  this  province,  I  have  taken  the  pains 
to  feparate  and  range  the  feveral  items  under  diftinct  heads  of 
expences,  loffes  and  damages  collected  from  the  proceedings 
of  their  aflembly ;  which  being  fet  down  at  large  in  the  ap- 
pendix, I  fhall  only  here  offer  the  following  fummary  or  re- 
capitulation of  the  whole. 

A  recapitulation  or  fummary  of  the  debts  incurred  in  Provence, 
on  account  of  the  wary  as  fated  in  ij^g. 

Lhres.  £.  s.     d. 

To  £ta/>^ and  utenfils  pro-1    Q  j       ,  ,0  0  , 

vide/ for  the  army,  -  j  8>43°.649  368,840  t?  10, 

To  the  hire  of  mules  and  1 

carriages,  and  loffes  at- >   1,302,620  56,998    12     6 

tending  the  fame, J 

To   the    forage    for    the  1 

troops,  as  well  Spanifh  J*       825,441  36,114  00   io-l- 

as   French,  -  -  « —  —  J 

To  contributions,  exact-  1         Q,  , 
ions,  and  damages,  -  -  j  7>j86,69o  331,917   13  00 

To  overplus  expences  in  J      ?  f  ^^  ^   ^     ? 


112,000  4,900    00   00 


repairing  the  highway! 

To  repairing  the  fort 
cations  of  Toulon,  - 

To  fums  borrowed  for  the  7         r  ^ 
purehafeofcorn,  -  -  -   \  3-960,000  t7h250  oo  oo 

To    deficiencies    of  the  1 
Revenues  for  the  years    >   1,590,294  ^9*575     6     6 

1747  and  1748,  -  -  -  J 


24,026,336        1,051,162     2     6 
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This  debt  of  upwards  of  one  million  fterling,  incurred  in  fo 
fmall  a  time  by  a  fingle  province,  not  bigger  than  one  of  our 
middling  counties  in  England,  remained  to  be  provided  for 
either  by  additional  impofitions  levied  on  themfelves  by  the 
authority  of  their  ftates,  or  by  duties  impofed  by  the  King 
upon  the  public  in  general ;  let  it  be  adjufted  either  way,  let 
the  burthen  fall  on  the  individuals,  or  the  communities,  or  the 
province,  or  the  government,  the  confequences  upon  the 
whole  mull  be  the  fame.  If  the  King  pays  the  debt,  the  pub- 
lic finances  muft  be  diminifhed  \  if  the  province  pays  it,  the 
provincial  treafure  will  be  exhaufted ;  and  if  the  communities 
and  individuals  are  not  paid,  they  muft  be  ruined  and  unca- 
pable  of  contributing  to  any  future  impofitions. 

Having  reprefented  the  ftate  of  thefe  provinces  in  the  three 
different  periods  propofed  in  the  introduction,  I  fliall  now,  with 
due  fubmiffion,  offer  fome  hints  concerning  the  advantages  we 
may  gain  from  this  examination  ;  and  indeed  all  that  has  been 
explained  before  would,  with  regard  to  us,  be  idle  and  fruit- 
lefs,  unlefs  it  tended  to  point  out  how  far,  and  in  what  manner 
the  kingdom  of  France  may  again  be  diftreffed  upon  any  fu- 
ture hoftilities  with  England. 

It  is  manifeft,  from  the  accounts  here  ftated,  that  this 
war  obliged  the  government  of  France  to  levy  feverer  impofi- 
tions than  are  commonly  known;  created  a  national  debt  much 
larger  than  what  is  ftated  in  their  general  account  -,  and  left 
caufe  of  complaint  amongft  the  inhabitants,  more  grievous 
than  what  refulted  either  from  the  taxes  or  the  debts. — This 
province,  for  example,  being  obliged  to  provide  for  the  fub- 
fiftence  of  all  the  troops  that  came  into,  or  repaffed  their  com- 
munities, 
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munities,  remonftrated  heavily,  not  only  at  the  expence,  but 
as  it  was  an  infringement  of  their  right  of  being  exempted 
from  it ;  a  right  they  have  ever  been  jealous  of,  and  which, 
having  been  difregarded  at  this  time,  they  were  apprehenfive 
would  be  cited  as  a  precedent  for  making  the  fame  infringe- 
ment hereafter;  infomuch  that  it  may  with  good  foundation 
be  furmifed,  that  if  upon  any  new  quarrel  in  Italy,  the  fame 
troops  fhould  again  be  obliged  to  march  through  this  pro- 
vince, they  muft  march  as  through  an  enemy's  country. 

This  difcontent  was  yet  the  greater  and  more  univerfal,  on 
account  of  the  war  itfelf  being  carried  on,  not  for  any  purpofes 
which  concerned  the  national  intereft  of  France,  but  to  fup- 
port  the  pretentions  of  the  court  of  Spain  to  the  dukedoms  of 
Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guaftalla,  which  were  at  that  time 
claimed  by  other  powers  ;  and  which,  after  many  difafteroas 
fkirmifhes  and  battles,  were,  by  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  concluded  the  18th  of  October  1748,  yielded  to  be 
poffeffed  by  the  ferene  prince  Don  Philip,  infant  of  Spain, 
and  his  heirs  male,  under  certain  other  limitations  and  con- 
ditions therein  ftipulated  ;  and  accordingly  that  prince  arrived 
at  Aix  on  the  2d  of  January  1749,  in  his  way  from  Cham- 
berry,  to  take  poffeffion  of  thofe  territories.  But  the  difficul- 
ties that  arofe  amongft  the  commiffaries  at  Nice,  concerning 
the  manner  and  time  of  evacuating  the  places  that  were  to  be 
mutually  given  up  by  the  feveral  contracting  parties,  con- 
ftrained  his  royal  highnefs  to  flay  at  Aix  until  the  31ft  of  the 
fame  month  5  about  which  time  many  of  the  Spanilh,  as  well 
as  French  troops,  repaffing  to  their  own  country,  fhewed 
marks  of  high  diflike  and  national  prejudice  againft  each  other* 
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This  was  (till  heightened  by  the  Spaniards  being  made  to  pay 
very  feverely  for  whatever  they  expended  in  ready  money,  and 
the  forage  that  was  provided  for  them  was  charged  to  theif 
government  at  almoft  double  the  price  to  what  was  charged  for 
the  French  troops.  Thefe  exactions  of  the  French  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  high  carriage  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  other, 
caufed  iiich  mutual  animofities  between  both,  that  were  it  ex- 
prefled  in  their  own  terms  would  indicate  the  higheft  marks  of 
inveteracy  and  difdain,  and  feemed  as  if  each  fide  was  rather 
defirous  of  exerting  its  ftrength  againft  the  other,  than  of 
uniting  their  force  againft  a  common  enemy. 

Should  therefore  any  new  difputes  arife  upon  his  prefent 
Catholick  Majefty's  acceilion  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  in  fettling 
the  removes  that  from  thence  are  to  take  place,  in  purfuance 
of  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  juft  now  cited ;  and  fhould  the 
two  monarchs  of  France  and  Spain,  prompted  by  the  natural 
ties  of  affinity,  renew  their  alliance  in  favour  of  their  own 
family  -,  we  may  be  the  better  prepared,  from  the  above  re- 
prefentation,  what  meafures  to  take,  if,  upon  fuch  an  event, 
the  feat  of  war  fhould  be  transferred  from  the  Northern  to  thefe 
Southern  parts  of  Europe  j  where  we  may  be  called,  as  gua- 
rantees, to  affift  our  allies  in  oppofition  to  that  family- alliance, 
and  for  the  better  prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power  in 
Italy.  In  which  cafe  it  will  be  again  neceflary  to  exert  our 
natural  ftrength,  by  a  proper  difpofition  of  our  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean,  in  order  to  prevent  the  naval  forces  of  France 
and  Spain  from  uniting,  and  to  intercept  any  foreign  fupply  of 
corn  and  other  provifions  to  their  maritime  provinces ;  fince 
we  have  difcovered,  that  by  cutting  off  this  communication 

at 
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by  fea,   we   reduced  them  to  the  greateft  diflrefs  at  land. 

This  muft  lead  us  to  relied:  on  the  importance  of  the  iiland 
of  Minorca,  and  of  its  convenient  harbour  of  Port-Mahoru 
Whilft  in  poffeflion  of  that  fort,  we  fhall  be  near  at  hand  to 
divide  the  naval  force  of  France  from  that  of  Spain,  and  even 
of  one  part  of  France  from  the  other,  and  prevent  the  troops 
of  either  from  being  tranfported  by  fea  to  any  of  the  Italian 
territories  :  witnefs  in  the  former  war  our  blocking  up  their 
ports,  and  obliging  the  Spanifh  troops  to  march  by  land  through 
the  provinces  of  France,  from  whence  arofe  not  only  all  thofe 
jealoufies  and  difcontents,  but  that  extraordinary  confumption. 
of  corn  and  forage,  which  occafioned  the  diflrefs  before  de- 
fcribed.     The  fituation  likewife  of  Minorca,  being  bet/ween 
the  European  and  African  coafts,  will  afford  us  an  equal  op- 
portunity of  annoying  our  enemies  on  both  fides,  and  protect- 
ing our  trade  in  thofe  feas,  where  the  Barbary  corfairs  ufually 
infult  the  navigation  of  all  other  countries.     Add  to  this,  that 
to  be  ourfelves  the  mafters  of  a  port  and  harbour,  fo  fituated 
and   repleni(hed  with  ammunition  and  ftores  fent  from  Eng- 
land, muft  furely  be  more  fafe  and  commodious  than  any 
neutral  port,  both  for  refitting  our  men  of  war,  and  fheltering 
our  merchant  ftiips.     It  was  no  doubt  with  a  view  of  preclu- 
ding us  from  all  thefe  advantages,  that  France  was  fo  hafty 
in   getting  poffeflion    of  this  ifland  at   the  commencement 
of  the  war  in   1756;    let  us  not    then  conclude  the  war 
without  retaking  it,  or  having  it  reftored  upon  the  reftoration 
of  peace.     For  whatever  may  be  fuggefted,  to  palliate  the  dis- 
grace of  our  having  loft  it,  concerning  the  inconveniency  and 
expence  of  keeping  and  fupplying  a  garrifon  at  fo  great  a  dis- 
tance 5  yet  thefe  considerations  will  certainly  be  outweighed, 
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when  the  advantages  above  enumerated  (hall  be  thrown  intcv 
the  oppoilte  fc  ale :  efpeciaUy  if  we  affnme  the  whole  property 
©f  the  land,  in  which  we  may  cultivate  many  valuable  pro- 
ductions, uncapable  of  being: raifed  in  our  climate,,  and  from 
thence  introduce  fuch  a  beneficial  commerce,  as  will  more 
than  anfwer  the  expence  of  maintaining  the  fortrefs..  A  fcct*. 
refs  the  more  important,  fince  it  is  a  general  maxim,  that  as 
far  as  we  can  extend  our  trade  and  navigation,  fo  far  ought 
we  to  extend  our  power  for  its  protection. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  prefume  to  recommend  it  as  a  point 
worthy  of  our  future  attention,  that  in  carrying  on  our  hofli- 
lities  againft  France,  we  mould  exert,  all  means  of  interrupt- 
ing-the  three  principal  branches  of  commerce,  which  depend 
on  the  freedom  of  navigation  in  the* Mediterranean.  Firfr,  the 
Levant  trade,  of  which  the  port  of  Marfeilles  has  the  exclufivc 
privilege,  and  by  its  fituation  is  enabled  to  fupplant  all  the 
efforts  of  our  once  flouriming  Turkey  company.  Next,  that 
branch  of  commerce,  which. their  Southern  provinces  carry  on 
through  the  Streights  to  the  Weftern  fugar  iflands  in  America* 
which  we  have  now  difcovered  to  be  vary  confiderable,  though, 
not  fufpected  to  be  fo,  before  the  many  captures  of  their  mips 
during  the  courfe  of  the  former  war.  And  laftly,  their  trade 
in  corn,  chiefly  imported  by  the  African  company  at  Mar- 
feilles from  their  ftttlements  on  theoppoiite  coafts  of  Barbary.v 
particularly  from  Cap  Negre,  La  Calle,  and,  a  fort  called  the 
Baftion  of  France.  I  mentioned  before,  that  to  cut.  off  the  di- 
rect communication  from  thefe  was  a  circumftance  deierving 
our  confideration,  upon  which  I  would  offer  the  following 
gropofals;  That  as  the.  cargoes  are  conveyed  in  final!  frigate?, 

and 
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and  the  tiip  over  being  very  fliort,  whether  we  might  not  ap- 
point two  or  three  20  gun  fhips  to  cruife  oppofite  to  the  en* 
trance  of  thcfe  African  fettlements,  particularly  of  LaCalle,  be- 
ing themoft  convenient  and  accefiible  port.;  and  by  that  means 
prevent  any  refource  from  thence.  And  whilft  our  men  of 
wrar  keep  a  good  look-out  to  intercept  the  larger  veiTels  at  feaf 
we  may  make  ufe  of  Tartannes  and  Feluccas,  well  manned 
and  armed,  to  keep  a  clofer  watch  near  land,  and  prevent  that 
fmuggling  trade  ufually  carried  on  by  the  like  fmall  craft,  who 
coaft  it  terra  a  terra,  according  to  the  Italian  phrafe,  from 
Sicily  and  Naples,  all  along  the  ftrand  called  the  Riviera  of 
Genoa,  from  whence  I  have  obierved  before,  Provence  and 
Languedoc  were  oftentimes  fupplied  during  the  former  wan 

By  fuch  interruption  to  their  navigation  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, we  may  involve  thefe  Southern  provinces  in  the  fame 
diftrefs  with  refpeel;  to  the  lofs  of  their  trade,  the  diminution 
of  their  revenues,  and  the  -extream  fcarcity  of  corn  to  which 
they  were  reduced  at  the  period  of  1748;  at  which  time  we 
reaped  a  farther  advantage  by  the  vaft  exportation  of  our  corn, 
upon  the  conclufionof  the  peace,  to  relieve  the  want  which  we 
^urfelves  had  occafioned  during  the  wan 

To  this  purpofe  I  was  induced,  by  the  duty  I  owe  to  my 
.country,  to  offer  the  above  reprefentation,  in  order  to  point 
out  in  what  manner  we  may,  upon  any  renewal  of  hofti- 
lities,  occafion  the  fame  diftrefs,  and  thereby  procure  an  ho- 
nourable peace,  equally  advantageous  to  the  landed  and  tra- 
ding intereft  of  Great  Britain* 


FINIS. 
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THE 

APPENDIX: 

BEING 

An  ABSTRACT  of  the  coyer  des  deliberations , 
or  the  minutes  of  the  debates  and  refolutions  of 
the  affembly  general  of  the  communities  in  Pro- 
vence, convened  at  Lambefc  the  24th  of  Novem- 
ber 1748,  by  the  authority  and  permiflion  of 
monfeigneur  de  Galois,  knight  vifcount  de  Glene, 
feigneur  de  la  Tour,  &c.  firft  prefident  of  the  par- 
liament, and  intendant  of  the  juftice,  police,  and 
finances  in  Provence,  and  registered  by  the  orders 
of  meffrs.   the  provincial  agents, 

NOvember  the  24th  and  25th,  N.  B.  Thefe  two  firft 
days  were  taken  up  in  going  through  the  ufual  forms  of 
opening  the  affembly,  and  reading  the  rules  and  orders,  for 
hearing  mejfe,  taking  the  oaths,  &c. 

November  26.  "  The  firft  prefident  and  intendant  laid  be* 
t%  fore  the  affembly  two  letters  de  cachet,  dated  at  Fontain- 
*c  bleau  the  20th  of  Oftober  laft9  the  one  dire&ed  to  meffrs. 
"  the  deputies  of  the  affembly  -y  the  other  to  meffrs.  the  pro- 
u  rincial  agents,  by  which  his  Majefty  informs  them,  that 
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cc  he  had  fcnt  to  the  feigneur  de  la  Tour,  firft  prefident  of  the 
u  parliament,  and  intendant  of  the  juftice,  police  and  finances 
"  of  the  province  (in  the  ahfence  of  the  duke  de  Villars,  peer 
"  of  France,  governor  and  lieutenant-general  of  the  faid  pro- 
t£  vince)  the  neceflary  orders  for  convening  and  holding  the 
"  prefent  aflembly;  to  the  end  that  it  may  immediately  dif- 
"  patch  the  moil  urgent  affairs,  particularly  with  regard  to 
"  the  impofition  of  the  fum  which  his  Majefty  defires  may  bs 
<c  levied  in  the  province  the  enfuing  year,  to  fatisfy  the  extra- 
"  ordinary  expences  his  Majefty  has  been  obliged  to  be  at  in 
"  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year.  The  faid  firft  prefident  and 
tc  intendant  alio  laid  before  them,  the  letters  patent  dated  at 
c*  Fontainbleau  the  15th  of  October  laft,  importing,  that  the 
figning  the  preliminaries  of  peace  gave  hopes,  that  the  calm 
of  Europe  would  foon  be  re-eftablifhed  '>  that  his  Majefty 
might  be  able  to  yield  "his  people  all  the  eafe  worthy  of  his 
"  bounty,  and  due  to  their  zeal  3  which  they  mould  not  even 
iC  mow  wait  for,  if  the  fecurky.of  the  ftate  did  not  conftrain 
€i  his  Majefty  to  keep  up  his  armies  5  and  if  the  efforts  he  had 
c<  lately  made  to  fupport  the  war  had  not  caufed  a  conliderable 
"  diforder  in  his  finances.  Upon  thefe  motives,  and  until  his 
c<  Majefty  might  be  able  to  relieve  his  people,  he  demands  of 
t(  the  prefent  aflembly  that  they  take  the  neceflary  meafures  for 
**  railing  the  fum  of  700,000  livres  upon  the  contributory  fub- 
tl  jecls  of  the  faid  province,  with  an  exception  to  the  towns 
"  of  Marfeilles,  Aries  and  the  adjacent  territories  that  are 
"  feparately  taxed  j  which  faid  fum  of  700,000  livres  is  de- 
"  ftined  for  the  armaments  of  the  fea,  and  payable  at  the  time 
cc  and  in  the  manner  pradtifed  in  the  preceding  years. 

a  Upon  which  propofition,  the  aflembly,  feizing  with  eager- 
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K  nefs  this  opportunity  of  illuftrating  their  zeal  for  the  King, 
w  and  confulting  rather  their  attachment  to  his  Majefty 's  inter- 
M  eft  than  the  real  condition  of  their  own  abilities,  did  una- 
u  nimoufly  agree  to  grant  the  700,000  livres  which  was  de- 
<c  manded  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty  as  a  free  gift  for  the  en- 
"  fuing  year  1749,  the  faidfum  to  be  paid  in  the  accuftomed 
"  form  and  manner,,  upon  the  receipt  and  due  acquittal  of  the 
u  keeper  of  the  royal  treafure,  for  which  the  provincial  agents 
"  are  to  expedite  their  orders  in  the  ufual  form ;  and  upon 
<c  the  laft  payment  that  (hall  be  made  of  the  faid  700,000 
"  livres,  there  fhall  be  deducted  and  allowed  for  the  fubfift- 
"  ence  of  the  troops  of  the  infantry  and- cavalry,  which  may 
"  have  been  furnifhed  by  the  communities,  either  in  their 
u  fixed  quarters,  or  in  the  quarters  where  they  have  been  af- 
u  fembled.  And  that  his  Majefty  may  be  the  more  fpeedily 
M  informed  of  the  fubmifiion  of  this  affembly  in  the  execution 
'<  of  his  orders,  it  is  agreed  to  defire  the  faid  firft  prefident 
M  and  intendant  to  fignify  the  fame  by  his  difpatches  to  be 
"  fent  with  thofe  of  the  provincial  agents  by  an  exprefs  mef- 
#<  fenger.,  who  mail,  be  paid  10-00  livres,  as  well  for  his  pains 
M  and  trouble,  as  for  his  expences  in  going  and  coming.. 

Ncvemier  the  ijm  in.  the  morning,; "  The  prefident  and. 
**  intendant  took  notice,-  that  by  the  inftructions  fent  to  him 
€S  frcm  the  King,  the  afTembly  was  to  provide  funds  for  the 
**  payment  of  the  interefts  of  feveral  fums  therein  Ipecified, 
M  that  were  due  to  the.  proprietors  of  the  lands  and  heritages 
14  that  were  taken  into  the  fortifications  of  Antibes,.  Seyne, 
il  Cormar  and  Toulon. 

u  It  is  alfo  declared  by  the  fame  infIrucl:ionsrthat  the  King,, 
•*  by  bis  brevet  fettled- in  council-the  2^th  of  September  in  the 
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f£  prefent  yeatj  having  regulated  the  fums  that  are  to  be  levied 
"  for  the  expences  concerning  the  militia,  &c.  there  fhall  be 
u  impofed  the  fum  of  27,058  livres  15  fids,  which  the  depart- 
£t  ment  of  Provence  ought  to  fupply  towards  the  faid  ex- 
"  pences. 

"  The  fame  inftruclions  declare,  that  as  it  is  of  indifpenfable 
<(  neceffity  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  expences  which 
"  have  been  or  may  be  incurred  in  the  province  in  the  courfe 
"  of  the  prefent  year,  as  well  for  firing  for  the  troops  of  his 
"  Majefty,  as  for  other  wood  and  ftraw  neceflary  for  the  en- 
<c  campment  during  their  flay  in  the  province,  it  is  his  Ma- 
*'  jefty's  intention,  that  this  affembly  fhould  provide  a  fund 
iC  for  the  payment  of  the  fame. 

"  Upon  which  the  affembly  has  refolved,  That  two  thirds 
u  of  the  intereft  for  the  principal  fums,  of  which  mention  is 
made  in  the  faid  inftruclions,  fliall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of 
three  per  cent,  out  of  the  funds  that  fliall  hereafter  be  raifed, 
for  the  lands  and  heritages  taken  into  the  fortifications  of  An- 
tibes,  Seyne,  Colmar  and  Toulon,  &c.  the  other  third 
part  of  the  intereft  being  to  be  paid  by  the  towns  of  Mar- 
feilles,  Aries  and  the  adjacent  territory. 
u  The  affembly  has  alfo  refolved,  that  provifion  fhall  be 
"  made  for  the  fum  of  19,327  livres  6  fols,  being  three 
"  fourths  of  the  fum  payable  by  the  communities  of  the  pro- 
C{  vince  for  the  expences  concerning  the  militia}  the  fourth 
"  part  remaining  being  to  be  paid  by  Marfeilles,  Aries  and 
cc  the  adjacent  territory. 

"  And  as  to  the  expences  which  have  been  incurred  on  ac- 
u  count  of  firing  for  the  troops  of  his  Majefty,  and  of  the 
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u  wood  and  ftraw  neccffary  for  their  encampment  during  the 
"  flay  they  made  in  Provence,  &c. 

"  The  affembly  has  refolved,    that  an  eftimate   (hall   be 

*  made  in  favour  of  the  communities,  for  to  ft  ate  the  faid  ex- 
"  pence,  and  draw  up  an  account  of  it,  in  order  to  requeft  his 
c<  Majefty  for  the  repayment  of  all  that  has  been  expended  by 
<(  the  faid  communities  for  the  army,  in  conformity  to  what 
"  was  pradtifed  in  the  years  1707,  1708,  1709,  and  other 
"  fucceeding  years. 

"  After  which  Monf.  Thomaffm  la  Garde,  fecond  conful 
"  of  Aix,  and  one  of  the  provincial  agents,  faid,  u  That  he 

*  having  had  the  honour  jointly  with  his  collegues  to  be  em~ 
cx  ployed  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  this  province 
6<  during  the  prefent  year,  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  render 
"  an  account  of  it  to  this  affembly,  as  well  to  obtain  a  ratifi- 
a  cation  of  what  had  been  done,  as  to  give  the  neceffary  lights 
<*  concerning  the  matters  upon  which  they  were  to  deliberate. 
"  He  added,  that  thefe  were  contained  in  a  report  that  had 
u  been  drawn  up  for  that  purpofe,  and  prayed  that  the  arch-, 
"  bifhop  (of  Aix)  and  the  reft  of  the  affembly  would  give 
H  leave  that  the  fame  might  be  read  by  one  of  the  clerks 
w  which  accordingly  was  done,  and  is  as  folio  we  th.^ 

JV.  B.  This  is  the  report  I  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
treatife  page  343  and  as  it  contains  a  particular  account 
of  the  moft  important  tranfaftions  within  this  province, 
during  the  war,  I  have  tranfcribed  it  in  its  original 
language,  together  with  a  tranflation, 
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Mcmotres  des  princlpales  foumitures  que  le  pays  de  Provenct 
a  Jakes  durant  la  guerre. 

LE  pays  de  Provence  ayant  fait  des  foumitures  immenfer 
durant  le  cours  de  la  guerre,  le  premier  foin  de  merits* 
les  procureurs  du  pays,  a  ete  d'en  drefler  des  memoires  pour 
en  faire  connoitre  l'objet,  &  en  folliciter  le  rembourfemento 
Nous  allons  en  rapporter  les  principaux  articles. 

L'article  le  plus  important,  eft  celui  des  etapes.  Par  edit 
du  mois  d'Aout  1661.  qui  etablit  le  minot  de  fel  en  Provence 
&  en  fixa  le  prix  a  quinze  livres,  le  pays  de  Provence  au  moy- 
e.n  de  eet  etabliffement,  fut  entierement  deeharge  de  la  depenfe 
des  etapes  &  de  tout  entretenement  des  troupes,  en  quartier 
ou  fejour,  routes  &  paflages.  Les  regiftres  du  pays  font  for. 
qu'en  confequence  le  roy  avoit  tenu  compte  au  pays  fur  les  im- 
pofitions  annuelles, .  de  tout  ce  quelle  avoit  fourni  pour  la  de- 
penfe des  troupes,  &  cet  edit  a  ete.  rapelle  toutes  les  annees 
dans  les  deliberations  prifes  dans  I'affemblee  generale  au  fujet 
du  don  gratuit,  dans  lefquelles  il  eft  dit,  que  fur  les  dernieres 
payes  du  don  gratuit,  il  fera  deduit  &  cornpenfe  la  fubfiflance 
des  troupes  de  cavalerie  &  d'infanterie,  qui  aura  ete  fournie 
par  les  communautes. 

Dans  le  terns  de  la  regence,  le  roy  ayant  voulu  obliger  le 
pays  de  Provence  a  un  abonnem.ent  des  etapes,  par  arret  du  con- 
feil  d'etat  du  28  Mars  171 9.  le  pays  &  les  communautes  qui 
le  compofent,  en  furent  affranchis  moyenant  cent  cinquante 
mille  livres  Tannee  en-  terns  de  paix,  &  de  deux  cens  mille 
livres  en  terns  de  guerre. 

Cependant  la  depenfe  des  6tapes  &  utenciles  de  l'annee  1744. 
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An  account  of  the  chief  articles  of /applies  fumifoed  ly  the  country 
of  Provence  during  the  war, 

THE  country  of  Provence  having  furnifhed  immenfc 
fupplies  during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  the  firft  care  of 
the  provincial  agents  was  to  ftate  an  account  of  them,  in  order 
to  make  the  particulars  known,  and  to  follicit  the  payment • 
Of  which  we  fhall  now  report  the  principal  articles. 

The  moft  important  article  is  that  of  the  etapes.  By  the 
edict  of  Auguft  1661,  which  eftablifhed  the  minot  of  fait  in 
Provence,  and  fixed  the  price  at  fifteen  livres,  the  country, 
by  reafon  of  this  eftablifhment,  was  entirely  freed  from  the 
charge  of  the  etapes,  and  maintainance  of  troops  in  quarters 
or  places  of  abode  in  routs  and  marches.  Their  records  teftify, 
that,  in  confequence  of  this  eftablifhment,  the  King  was  ac- 
countable to  the  province  for  all  the  annual  impositions  it  raifed 
to  defray  the  expences  of  the  troops ;  this  edict  has  been  re- 
ferred to  every  year  in  the  deliberations  of  the  general  affembly 
on  the  granting  their  free  gift  -,  wherein  it  was  refolved,  that  a 
proportional  deduction  -fhould  be  made  from  the  latter  pay- 
ments of  the  free  gift,  as  an  indemnity  for  the  fubfiftence  fur- 
nifhed by  the  communities  to  the  troops  of  cavalry  and  infantry. 

In  the  time  of  the  regency,  the  King  being  willing  to  oblige 
the  country  of  Provence  to  compound  for  the  etapes,  by  an 
order  of  council  of  ftate,  dated  the  28  th  of  March  171 9,  the 
-country  and  communities  of  which  it  is  compofed,  were  ex- 
empted from  it  upon  confideration  of  150,000  livres  a  year  ia 
•time  of  peace,  and  200,000  a  year  in  time  of  war. 

Neverthelefs,  the  expence  of  the  etapes  and  utenfils  in  1744, 
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paflce  clans  le  comptc  des  impoiitions  dc  1'annee  1745.  montc 
a  la  ibmme  de  1,125,306  livres :  cclle  de  1745.  liquidee  en 
1746.  a  la  fomme  de  1,211,406  livres:  celle  de  1746.  li- 
quidee en  1747.  a  la  fomme  de  2,093,937  livres :  celle  de 
P747,  liquidee  en  1748.  a  plus  de  quatre  millions. 

Dans  ces  fommes,  font  comprifes  quelques  fournitures  ex- 
igees  des  communautes-pour  le  fervice  du  roy,  &  que  le  corps 
du  pays  leur  a  payees  provifionnellement,  en  attendant  qu'il 
piut  au  roy  d'en  ordonner  le  rembourfement. 

Nous  avons  cru  qu'une  fourniture  auffi  importante,  a  la* 
quelle  le  pays  n'a  pu  parvenir  que  par  des  impoiitions  acca-* 
blantes  fur  les  biens,  &  des  emprunts  ruineux  &  exorbitans, 
devoit  etre  le  principal  objet  de  nos  reprefentations, 

Dans  1'annee  2744.  il  y  eut  diverfes  levees  de  mulets  de 
trait  &  de  bat  :  le  fervice  force  auquel  on  employa  ces  millets, 
&  le  defaut  de  nourriture,  en  firent  perir  la  plus  grande  partie, 
dont  le  pays  a  paye  le  prix  fous  la  deduction  de  cent  vingc 
livres  promifes  par  le  roy  pour  chaque  mulet  mort  ou  enleve. 

11  paroit  par  les  etats  envoyes  aux  miniftres  par  m.  l'inten- 
dant,  que  les  journees  des- mulets  de  trait,  pour  la  feule  annee 
1744.  montent  a  la  fomme  de  341,560  livres,  dont  ayant  ete- 
paye  a  compte  28,900  livres,  il  refte  encore  du  312,660- 
livres. 

II  refulte  des  merries  etats  que  le  prix  des  mulets  morts  ou 
pris  par  1'enemi,  avoit  ete  porte  par  les  proces-verbaux  d'efti- 
mation,  fcavoir  pour  les  mulets  de  trait,  au  nombre  de  fix 
cens  loixante  &  quinze,  a  la  fomme  de  253,336  livres,  &  pour 
environ  quatre  cens  feize  mulets  de  bat,  a  cinquante  nexif  mille 
i}x  cens  quarante-une  liyres, 
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earned  to  the  account  of  impofitions  for  1745,  amounts 
to  1,125,306  livres;  that  of  1745,  fettled  in  1746,  to 
1,2 11,406  •livres ;  that  of  1746,  fettled  in  1747,  to  2,093,937 
livres;  that  of  1747,  fettled  in  1748,  to  above  four  mil- 
lions. 

In  thefe  fums  are  included  fome  articles  of  fupplies  levied 
on  the  communities  for  the  King's  fervice,  and  which  the 
province  advanced  provifionally,  till  it  fhould  pleafe  the  King 
to  order  the  repayment. 

We  were  of  opinion,  that  fueh  confiderable  advancements., 
which  the  country  never  could  have  made  without  heavy  im- 
pofitions, and  incurring- ruinous  and  exorbitant  debts,  ought 
to^be  the  principal  objedt  of  our  reprefentations,. 

In  the  year  1744,  there  were  great  demands  of  mules  for 
draft  and  carriage:  immoderate  fervice,  and  want  of  pro- 
vender, destroyed  the  greateft  part  -,  for  the  lofs  of  which  thtr 
province  has  paid,  deducting  120  livres  promifed  by  the  King 
for  every  mule  dead  or  taken  by  the,  enemy. 

It  appears  by  the  accounts  fent.  to  the  miniftry  by  the  in  ten-- 
dant,  that  the  day's-work  of  the  draft  mules  for  the  year  1744- 
alone,  amounts  to  the  fum  of  341,560  livres,  of  which  28,900 
livres  being  paid  on  account,  there  remains  due  312,660 
livres. . 

It  appears  by  the  fame  accounts,  that  the  price  of  mule-; 
dead  or  taken  by  the  enemy  had  been  eftimated  by  a 
verbal  procefs,  that  is  to  fay,  for  draft  mules  to  the  num- 
ber of  675,  to  the  fum  of  253,336  livres;  and  for  car- 
riage mules  to  the  number  ■  of  3163  to  the  fum  of  59,64  \ 
livres* 
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II  fut  leve  dans  le  meme  terns  une  grande  quantity  de  char- 
rctes,  qui  furent  employees  au  tranfport  de  rartillerie  &  des 
munitions  de  guerre ;  toutes  perirent  ou  furent  perdues  au 
fiege  de  Coni.  Par  1  etat  arrete  &  envoye  par  m.  l'intendanr, 
cette  fourniture  monte  a  la  fomme  de  60,800  livres. 

Dans  la  meme  annee  1744.  il  fut  fait  diverfes  autres  fourni- 
tures.  Les  fourrages  fournis  par  les  communautes  du  pays  de 
Provence,  pour  la  fubfiftance  des  mulets  leves  en  Provence  & 
en  Languedoc,  employes  au  tranfport  de  l'artillerie  pour, 
l'armee  commandee  par  m.  le  prince  de  Conti.  confiftant  en 
foin,  paille  &  grains,  ont  monte  a  la  fomme  de  343,078  livres, 
fuivant  letat  des  rations,  attefte  par  m.  l'intendant  le  premier 
Novembre  1745.  II  a  ete  paye  a  compte  la  fomme  de  1  oo,6oo 
livres.     II  refle  du  par  confequent  242,478  livres. 

Les  munitionnaires  de  l'annee   1744.  doivent  des   fommes 
confiderables  aux  communautes  ou  particuliers,  qui  ont  fourni 
leurs  denrees  pour  foutenir  le  fervice  qui  alloit  manquer.  Cette 
fourniture,  dont  il  n'aete  donne  a  compte  que  des  fommes 
inodiques,  &  du  payement  de  laquelle  les  munitionnaires  ne  fe 
defendent  que  fur  le  pretexte  qu'il  leur  eft  du  des  fommes  con- 
fiderables par  le  roy,  monte  a  environ  quatre  cens  mille  livres. 
Depuis  l'anne^    1744.    diverfes   communautes   &  le   pays, 
ont  ete  obligees  a  des  depenfes  confiderables  pour  les  fortifi- 
cations.      Celles   qui  ont   ete   faites  par   les   communautes, 
ont  ete  comprifes  dans  leurs  liquidations  avec  les   utenciles 
&  etapes,  &   leur  ont  ete  fembourfees  par  le  pays.     Mais 
celles  que  le  pays  a  faites  dire&ement,   font  un  objet  tout 
a   fait  diftincl.      Les  depenfes  des    fortifications  de  la  ville 
,de  Toulon,  faites  par  xneiTrs.  les  procureurs  du  pays  depuis 
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There  were  prefled  into  the  fervice  at  the  fame  time, 
great  numbers  of  waggons  for  the  tranfporting  of  the  artil- 
lery and  ammunition  ;  all  thefe  perifhed,  or  were  loft  at 
the  fiege  of  Coni.  By  the  account  ftated  and  fent  by  the  in- 
tendant,  this  article  amounts  to  60,800  livres. 

In  the  fame  year  1744,  feveral  other  fupplies  were  fur- 
niihed,  and  the  forage  levied  in  Provence  and  Languedoc, 
to  fubfift  the  mules  employed  in  the  tranfportation  of  the 
artillery  for  the  army  under  the  command  of  the  prince 
of  Conti,  confiding  of  hay,  ftraw,  and  corn,  amounts 
to  343,078  livres,  according  to  the  number  of  the  ra- 
tions attefted  by  the  intendant  on  the  firft  of  November 
I745  :  There  was  paid  on  account  100,600  livres,  confe- 
(juently  there  remains  due  242,478  livres. 

The  agent  victuallers  in  1744  were  indebted  in  confi- 
derable  fums  to  the  communities  or  individuals,  who  ad- 
vanced their  flock  to  fupport  the  fervice  almoft  on  the  point 
of  failing:  thefe  fupplies,  which  were  only  rated  at  a  mode- 
rate price,  and  the  non-payment  of  which  the  agents  pretend 
to  excufe  upon  no  other  pretext  but  that  of  the  large  fums  due 
to  them  from  the  King,  amount  to  about  400,000  livres. 

Since  the  year  1744,  feveral  communities,  as  well  as  the 
province,  have  been  obliged  to  be  at  confiderable  expences  oa  - 
account  of  the  fortifications.  Thofe  of  the  communities  have. 
been  comprifed  in  their  accounts  of  ftores  and  military  allow- 
ances, and  have  been  repaid  them  by  the  province  :  but 
thofe  expences  provided  immediately  bv  the  province,-  are 
made  'an  article  entirely  feparate.  The  expences  on  the  ■ 
fortifications  of  the  town  of  Toulon  under  the  direction  of  the 
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le  mois  d'Avril  1747.  jufqu'a  prefent,  &  qui  feront  con- 
tinues jufqu'a  la  fin  du  mois  de  Decembre  1748.  moment 
a  la  fomme  de  plus  de  112,000  livres.  Le  roy  dans  tous 
lis  terns  a  tenu  compte  au  pays  de  pareilles  fournitures,  & 
i]  y  a  lieu  d'efperer  que  fa  Majefle  lui  en  accordera  Pen  tier 
tcmbourfement. 

Les  etats  des  utenciles.&  excedens  des  voitures  fournies  aux 
troupes  Efpagnolles,  ont  ete  adrerTes  aux  miniftres  avec  les 
.pieces  juftificatives  depuis  Pannee  1742.  II  sy  agit  pour  le 
pays  d'une  fomme  de  242,905  livres.  Cet  article  avoit  ete 
compris  dans  les  remonftrances  prefentees  au  roy  en  174 J.  & 
comme  la  cour  d'Efpagne  n'en  a  pas  procure  le  payement, 
Ton  efpere  que  fa  Majefte  voudra  bien  en  tenir  compte  au  pays. 

Les  fourrages  fournis  a  la  cavalerie  qui  fut  cantonee  en  Pro- 
vence dans  les  mois  de  Mai  &  de  Juin  1745.  montent  a  la 
fomme  de  209,892  livres.  L'ordonnance  en  depenfe  en  a  ete 
rend iie  .depuis  le  mois  de  Mai  1747.  mais  les  fonds  n'ont 
point  encore  ete  ordonaes. 

Les  fourrages  fournis  a  la  cavalerie  cantonnie  en  1746. 
montent,  fuivant  les  etats  qui  en  ont  ete  envoyes,  a  la  fomme 
de  208,109  livres. 

Dans  la  meme  annee  1746.  il  fut  iburni  des  places  de  four- 
rage  a  un  grand  nombre  d'officiers  generaux,  montant  a  la 
fomme  de  6,862  livres.  Les  condufteurs  des  equipages  exi- 
gerent  auffi  des  places  de  fourrages,  montant  a  la  fomme  de 
578  livres. 

La  fourniture  de  quatre-vingt  charretes  fournies  par  le  pays, 
j)Our  le  tranfport  des  fourrages  de  Parmee  commandee  par  m. 
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provincial  agents  fince  April  1747,  to  the  prefer) t  time,  and 
which  will  be  continued  to  the  end  of  December  1748, 
amount  to  more  than  1 1 2,000  livres.  The  K*ng,  at  all 
times,  has  allowed  himfelf  to  be  accountable  to  the  province 
for  thefe  extraordinary  difburfernents ;  and  there  is  reafon  to 
hope  that  his  Majefly  will  now  grant  the  full  repayment. 

The  accounts  of  ftores  and  overplus  of  carriages,  furnimed  to 
the  Spanifh  troops,  have  been  laid  before  the  mlniftiy,  with 
the  proper  vouchers  fince  the  year  1742;  the  fum  therein 
claimed  by  the  province  is  242,905  livres.  This  article  was  in- 
ferted  in  the  remonflrances  prefented  to  the  King  in  1745;  and 
as  the  court  of  Spain  has  not  procured  the  payment,  it  is  hoped 
his  Majefly  will  be  pleafed  to  account  for  it  to  the  province. 

The  forage,  furnimed  to  the  cavalry  cantoned  in  Pro- 
vence in  May  and  June  1745,  amounts  to  209,892  livres. 
The  ordonnance  for  the  payment  of  this  expence  was  iffued 
in  the  month  of  May  1747  ;  but  the  funds  to  that  purpofe 
have  not  yet  been  provided. 

The  forage,  furnimed  to  the  cavalry  cantoned  in  1746, 
amounts,  according  to  the  accounts  that  have  been  fenr, 
to  208,109  livres. 

In  the  fame  year  1746,  places  of  forage  were  provided 
for  a  great  number  of  general  officers,  amounting  to  6,862 
livres :  the  conductors  of  their  equipages  alfo  demanded  places 
of  forage  amounting  to  578  livres. 

The  furnifhing  of  eighty  waggons  to  carry  forage  to 
the   army,    commanded  by  the  marfhal  duke   of  Belleifle, 
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le  marechal  due  de  Belleifle,  a  dure  depuis  le  13   Decembre 

1746.  jufqu'au  17  Fevrier  1747.  Cette  fourniture  monte  a  la 
fomme  de  120,830  livres. 

Le  pays  a  impofe  pour  les  ponts  &  chemins  dix-neuf  livres 
par  feu;  ce  qui  fait  la  fomme  de  57,623  livres,  feize  fols, 
huit  deniers.  II  s'en  faut  bien  que  cette  fomme  ait  pu  fuffire 
dans  les  dernieres  annees,  a  caufe  des  chemins  qu'il  a  fallu 
faire,  &  des  ponts  qu'il  a  fallu  retablir  a  l'occafion  de  la  guerre. 
II  eft  juftifie  par  les  comptes  du  trelbrier  du  pays,  que  la  de- 
penfedes  ponts  &  chemins  a  montc  en  1744.  a  102,109  livres. 
En  1745.  a  87,973  livres.     En  1746.    a  86,319  livres.     En 

1747.  a  172,733  livres.  De  cette  derniere  fomme,  123,045 
livres,  a  fete  uniquement  employee  pour  les  chemins  qu'il  a 
fallu  faire  a  Toccafion  de  la  guerre,  &  les  ponts  qui  etant  con- 
ftruits  en  pierre  &  ayant  ete  demolis  lors  de  l'invafion  des  enne- 
mis,  ont  ete  provifionellement  retablis  en  bois  pour  l'utilite 
du  fervice. 

Dans  la  prefente  annee  la  depenfe  des  chemins  eft  encore 
beaucoup  plus  considerable  par  raport  aux  chemins  qu'il  a 
fallu  conftruire  ou  reparer  dans  la  Haute  Provence  du  cote  de 
Seyne  &  de  Caftellane. 

Nos  rois  n'ont  jamais  voulu  que  les  depenfes  des  ponts  & 
chemins  conftruits  &  repares  a  l'occafion  de  la  guerre,  fuifent 
fupportees  par  le  pays.  Nous  en  avons  l'exemple  dans  ce  qui 
fui  pratique  a  la  occafion  de  la  guerre  de  1707.  les  regiftres 
du  pays  en  font  foi. 

Dans  les  annees  1746.  &  J 747-  Ies  communautes,  &  fou- 
ventlcs  particuliers,  ont  ete  obliges  a  des  fournitures  en  grains, 
fourrages  ou  autrement,  tant  pour  les  troupes  de  France  que 
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lafted  from  the    13th  of  December   1746,    till  the   17th  of 
February  1747,  and  amounts  to  120,800  livres. 

The  province  have  impofed  a  tax  of  19  livres  per  feu  for' 
the  repairs  of  the  bridges  and  highways,  which  makes  57,623 
livres,  1 6  fols,  8  deniers :  this  fum  was  far  from  fufficient  in 
the  laft  years,  by  reafon  of  the  new  roads  to  be  made,  and 
bridges  to  be  repaired,  on  account  of  the  war.  It  appears  by 
the  accounts  of  the  treafurer  of  the  province,  that  the  ex- 
pences  for  bridges  and  roads  in  1744,  amounted  to  102,109 
livres;  in  1745,  to  87,973  livres  ;  in  1746,  to  86,3  19  livres; 
in  1747,  to  172,733  livres  ;  of  this  laft  fum  123,045  livres 
wrere  intirely  expended  on  the  roads  neceflary  to  be  made 
on  occafion  of  the  war ;  and  the  ftone  bridges,  which  being 
demolifhed  at  the  time  of  the  enemies  invafton,  have  been 
provilionally  repaired  with  wood  or  the  benefit  of  the 
fervice. 

In  this  prefent  year,  the  expences  for  the  highways  are 
become  much  more  confiderable,  on  account  of  the  roads 
neceflary  to  be  made  or  repaired  in  Upper  Provence,  near 
Seyne  and  Caftellane. 

Our  Kings  never  intended  that  the  expences  for  roads  and 
bridges  made  or  repaired,  on  account  of  the  war,  fhould  fall 
upon  the  province  :  we  have  a  teftimony  of  this  from  what 
was  done  in  the  war  of  1 707,  as  mentioned  in  the  records  of 
the  province. 

In  the  years  1746  and  1747,  the  communities,  and  often- 
times individuals,  were  obliged  to  fupply  both  the  French 
and   Spanilh   troops  with   corn,    forage,    and  other  necef- 
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pour  celles  d'Efpagne ;  les  unes  doivent  etre  rembourfees  par 
le  roy,  les  autres  par  le  munitionnaire.  Cet  objet  eft  des  plus 
conliderables  &  des  plus  importans.  Le  long  terns  depuis  le- 
quel  on  ne  cefle  de  travailler  aux  etats  de  ces  fournitures  &  avec 
le  regiffeur,  &  avec  les  commis  du  munitionnaire,  en  fait  voir 
Tetendue  ;  mais  cette  operation  va  etre  finie,  &  on  n'aura  plus 
qua  travailler  a  en  procurer  le  payment  aux  communautes. 

II  a  ete  encore  fait  mention  dans  nos  memoires,  des  contri- 
butions &  fournitures  exigees  par  les  ennemis  y  des  dommages 
caufes  &  efFets  enleves,  tant  par  les  ennemis  que  par  les 
troupes  Franfoifes  &  Efpagnolles.  Les  etats  en  ont  ete  drefles 
fur  les  proces-verbaux  des  com-miflaires  envoyes  dans  toutes 
les  vigueries  ou  l'ennemi  avoit  penetre,  pour  y  dreffer  des  rap- 
ports exafts  &  juftiiies  j  &  ces  etats  ont  ete  envoyes  a  m.  le 
controlleur  general. 

Les  ennemis  etant  entres  en  Provence  fur  la  fin  du  rnois  de 
Novembre  1746.  &  n'en  etant  fortis  qu'au  commencement 
de  Fevrier  1747.  les  communautes  des  villes  &  lieux  qu'ils  oc- 
cuperent  furent  contraintes  de  payer  des  contributions  en  ar- 
gent, &  diverfes  exadlions,  foit  en  argent  ou  en  denrees.  Les 
troupes  ennemies  ont  enleve  les  efFets  des  communautes  &  des- 
particuliers,  &  caufe.  des  dommages  in  finis.  Les  dommages 
caufes  par  les  troupes  Frangoifes  &  Efpagnolles,  font  auffi. 
tres-confiderables. 

L~s  contributions  que  le?  communautes  ont  etc  force.es  de 
payer,  montent  a  la  fomme  de  543,425  livres.  II  paroit  d'autant 
plus  jufte  qu'il  en  foit  tenu.  compte  a  ces  communautes,  que  ces 
contr:         ns  ne  fort  que  le  montant  de  l'impofition  qu'elles  de~ 
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faries:  fome  of  thefe  are  to  be  repaid  by  the  King,  others 
by  the  agent-vi&uallers.  This  object  is  the  moft  confider- 
able  and  the  moft  important :  the  length  of  time  fpent  with- 
out intermiflion  in  fettling  the  accounts  of  thefe  fupplies  with 
the  regifter  and  agent  clerks,  is  an  evidence  of  their  extent ; 
but  this  work  is  near  ended,  and  no  more  will  remain  than  to 
procure  the  repayment  to  the  communities. 

Our  memorials  have  alfo  taken  notice  of  the  contributions 
and  fupplies  exacted  by  the  enemy,  of  the  damages  done,, 
and  of  the  effefts  feized  both  by  the  enemy,  and  likewife  by 
the  French  and  Spanifh  troops  \  accounts  of  which  have  been 
drawn  out  from  the  verbal  proceffes  of  the  commiffioners  fent 
into  all  the  -viguerzes,  where  the  enemies  had  penetrated,  in 
order  to  draw  up  an  exact  and  authentic  relation  ;  and  thefe 
accounts  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the  comptroller-general. 

The  enemies  entering  into  Provence  at  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber 1746,  and  not  quitting  it  till  the  beginning  of  February 
1747,  the  communities  of  the  towns  and  places  they  occupied 
were  laid  under  contributions,  and  obliged  to  pay  divers  ex- 
actions both  in  money  and  provitions.  The  enemies  troops 
carried  off  the  effects  of  thefe  communities,  and  caufed  in- 
finite damages.  Thofe  occafioned  by  the  French  and  Spanifh 
troops  are  alio  very  conliderable, 

The  contributions,  which  the  communities  have  been  com- 
pelled to  pay,  amount  to  543,425  livres  :  it  feems  the  more 
juft  that  thefe  communities  mould  be  indemnified  for  thefe 
contributions,  fince  they  were  no  more  than  what  they  were 

to- 
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voicnt  payer  au  roy,  de  laquelle  il  ne  leur  a  ete  encore  fait 
aucune  remife. 

Les  exa&ions  en  argent,  montent  a  la  fomme  de  106,890 
livres.  Celles  en  denrees  ou  autres  fournitures,  a  la  fomme 
dc  1,104,809  livres. 

Les  dommages  caufes  par  les  ennemis,  montent  a  la  fomme 
de  4,939*053  livres.  Ceux  caufes  par  les  troupes  Frantpoifes, 
a  la  fomme  de  732,189  livres  5  &  ceux  caufes  par  les  troupes 
Efpagnolles,  a  160,324  livres. 

Tel  eft  le  precis  des  memoires  qui  ont  ete  drefles.  lis  ont 
ete  envoyes  a  m.  le  controlleur  general,  &  a  m.  le  comte  d'Ar- 
gen fon  miniftre  de  la  guerre,  a  m.  le  comte  de  St.  Florentin, 
&  a  m.  le  comte  de  Maurepas :  on  en  a  fait  part  auffi  a  m.  le 
due  de  Villars,  gouverneur,  &  a  m.  le  marechal  de  Brancas, 
lieutenant  pour  le  roy  en  Provence,  qui  ont  toujours  donne  au 
pays  des  marques  diftinguees  de  lieur  bienveillance,  afin  qu'ils 
vouluifent  bien  parler  en  fa  faveur  dans  une  fi  importante  oc- 
cafion.  Nos  reprefentations  ont  paru  juftes  ->  mais  les  terns 
n'ont  pas  encore  ete  favorables  pour  obtenir  les  rembourfemens 
&  les  indemnites  que  nous  demandons. 


io 
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to  pay  to  the  King,  of  which  neverthelefs  no  part  has  been 
remitted  them. 

The  exa&ions  in  money  amount  to  106,890  livres ;  in 
com  and  other  provifions  to  1,104,809  livres. 

The  damages  caufed  by  the  enemy,  amount  104,939,053 
livres  3  thofe  by  the  French  troops  to  732,189  livres  \  and 
thofe  by  the  Spanifh  to  160,324  livres. 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  the  memorials  which  have  been 
drawn  up  ;  they  were  fent  to  the  comptroller-general,  to  the 
count  of  Argenfon,  minifter  at  war,  the  count  of  St.  Florentin, 
and  count  of  Maurepas.  They  have  alfo  been  laid  before  the 
duke  of  Villars,  governor,  and  the  marfhal  of  Brancas,  the 
King's  lieutenant  in  Provence,  who  have  always  given  dis- 
tinguishing marks  of  their  affeftion  to  this  province,  in  order 
to  engage  them  to  fpeafc  in  its  favour  in  fo  important  an  oc- 
cafion.  Our  reprefentations  have  been  found  to  be  juft;  but 
the  times  have  not  hitherto  proved  favourable  to  obtain  the  re- 
payment and  indemnity  we  deiire. 


The 
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I  i  proceeds  to  give  a  further  narrative   of 

main-  other  affairs  relating  to  the  civil  government  of  the 
piovincc,  which  the  provincial  agents  had  deliberated 
upon  in  their  previous  meetings ;  wherein  there  is  no- 
thing relative  to  our  intereft,  except  that  upon  the  con- 
dition, they  let  forth  the  difficulties  they  had  found  in 
procuring  a  iupply  of  corn,  by  reafon  of  the  deficiency  of 
their  public  treafure,  the  want  of  a  fecurity  whereon  to 
borrow  more,  and  the  debts  they  had  already  incurred : 
but  their  diftrefs  on  this  account  having  been  already  de- 
icribed,  there  is  no  neceffity  of  giving  any  farther  detail 
of  this  report ;  which  being  read,  the  alTembly  approved 
and  ratified  all  that  had  been  done  by  the  provincial 
agents,  and  thanked  them  for  the  care  and  pains  they 
had  taken  during  their  adminiilration  j  and  then  re- 
folved, 

"  That  the  moil  humble  and  refpecliul  inflances  mould  be 
"  made  to  his  Majefly  to  obtain  a  reimburfement  of  the  ex- 
<c  pence  this  province  had  been  put  to  in  the  years  1744 
u  and  1745,  upon  occafion  of  furnifhing  the  etapes,  as  alfo 
41  for  a  reimburfement  to  the  feveral  communities,  as  well  as 
<c  to  the  province  in  general,  for  what  had  been  expended  by 
"  them  during  the  war,  in  providing  mules,  carriages,  finding 
"  forage,  oats  and  other  grain  ;  working  at  the  fortifications ; 
ce  contributions  paid  to  the  enemy  ;  and  the  damages  done  at 
<c  the  time  of  the  invafion  ;  and  by  the  French  and  Spanifh 
"  troops ;  and  for  the  extraordinary  repairs  of  the  highways. 
<c  And  to  the  end  that  thefe  inflances  and  reprefentations  may 
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;<  be  the  more  favourably  heard,  they  pray  the  intendant, 
:c  that  he  would  fupport  them  by  his  teftimony  and  credit, 
<c  and  that  the  archbifliop  would  be  pleafed  to  prefent  them 
"  himielf  the  next  journey  he  fhould  take  to  court, 

November  the  27th  in  the  afternoon,  "  The  archbifliop 
"  (of  Aix)  took  notice,  "  That,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
ct  the  province,  the  treafurer  had  iiTued  his  orders  in  favour  of 
"  the  communities  for  the  amount  of  their  debts  to  be  com- 
"  penfated  to  them  by  the  receivers  of  each  viguerie  out  of 
"  the  money  levied  for  the  King  and  the  province  in  the 
"  three  lafl  quarters  ;  and  that  the  treafurer  had  alfo 
n  given  furplus  bills  payable  at  three  different  installments 
<c  to  fuch  of  the  communities  whofe  debts  exceeded  what 
"  they  were  obliged  to  pay  the  receivers  of  their  vigueries. 
"  That  two  payments  of  thefe  bills  had  already  been  fatisfied 
"  by  means  of  the  efforts  that  had  been  made  in  the  prefent 
"  exhaufted  condition  of  their  public  cheft,  occafioned  by  the 
"  extraordinary  expences  of  the  war  :  the  difficulty  now  was 
"  how  to  anfwer  the  third  payment,  which  would  be  due  the 
<c  15th  of  December  next.  Borrowing,  he  obferved,  was 
*'  the  only  refource  at  prefent  left  to  compafs  this :  but  as  the 
<£  fund  of  1,200,000  livres  voted  by  the  lail  uiTembly  to  be 
<c  borrowed,  was  not  yet  compleated,  it  v/as  to  be  feared, 
u  that  this  would  be  too  diftant  a  refourfe  with  regard  to  the 
prefent  preffing  neceflities  of  the  communities  to  whom  this 
payment  was  to  be  made  ;  and  therefore,  it  being  impoffible 
to  pay  them  but  in  proportion,  as  the  money  to  be  borrow- 
<c  ed  by  a  vote  of  this  affembly  fhould  be  poured  into  the 
l<  provincial   cheft,   it  was  incumbent  on  the  communities 
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fc  thcmfelvcs  to  find  out  perlbns  to  lend  it,  in  order  that  each 
M  might  be  paid  its  refpedtive  debt  out  of  the  money  which 
u  itfelf  ihould  procure  to  be  lent. 

"  Whereupon  the  affembly  refolved,  by  a  plurality  of 
"  voices,  to  accept  the  expedient  propofed  by  the  archbifhop,, 
"  as  the  only  one  practicable  under  the  prefent  circumrtances  : 
"  and  to  this  effect,  every  community  was  to  ufe  all  poffible 
n  endeavours  to  procure  money  to  be  lent  to  the  province, 
<f  out  of  which  they  might  be  reimburfed  either  the  whole  or 
"  part  of  their  debt,  if  the  fum  they  procured  was  lefs  than 
u  the  whole :  and  as  to  thofe  who  fliould  not  be  able  to  find 
"  any  lenders,  a  contract  fhould  be  entered  into  to  pay  them 
"  an  interefl  of  five  per  cent,  with  an  exemption  from  the 
4i  dixieme. 

"  November  28.  "  The  archbifhop  of  Aix,  firft  provincial 
<c  agent,  obferved,  that  by  a  ftate  of  the  accounts  put  into  his 
"  hands  by  the  Sieur  Gautier,  treafurer  of  the  province,  con- 
"  taining  the  expences  of  the  years  1747  and  1748,  it  ap- 
u  peared,  that  the  expences  of.  thofe  two  years  amounted  to 
ci  the  fum  of  12,419,397  livres,  7  fols  and  4  deniers,  and  the 
"  receipts  to  the  fum  of  10,829,101  livres,  9  fols,  7  deniers  j 
"  fo  that  the  expence  exceeded  the  receipts  in  the  fum  of 
"  1,590,294  livres,  17  fols,  and  9  deniers.  In  the  receipts 
of  which  years  was  comprifed  the  fund  of  1,200,000  livres, 
which  the  laft  general  affembly  had  refolved  to  borrow, 
and  which  neverthelefs  had  not  been  filled  :  infomuch,  that 
to  levy  a  tax  fufficient  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  the  pre- 
ceding years,  and  to  anfwer  the  current  expences  of  the  en- 
"  fuing  year   1749,    they   rnuft   be   obliged   to   propofe    an 
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4f  exorbitant  fum  which  it  would  be  impoflible  to  raife  upon 
<(  the  communities,  confidering  their  inability  manifefled  by 
u  the  arrears  that  were  due  upon  the  payment  of  the  laft  im- 
94  pofition.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  appeared  the  moil 
cc  proper  to  provide  for  them  by  the  method  of  borrowing  • 
"  taking  care,  at  the  fame  time,  not  to  augment  the  proportion 
"  of  their  taxes  beyond  what  might  be  about  neceflary  for 
"  the  payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  fums  fo  borrowed,  in 
c<  order  to  obviate  any  new  arrears.  Upon  which  propofal, 
"  it  was  refolved  by  the  alTembly, 

"  That  a  fund  mould  be  raifed  by  a  tax  of  750  livres  upon 
"  each  feu,  to  be  levied  on  the  communities  contributary  to 
rc  the  expences  of  the  enfuing  year  1749,  according  to  the 
"  repartition  that  fhall  be  made  hereafter :  and  as  the  produce 
"  of  this  tax  will  be  infufficient  to  fatisfy  the  arrears  of  the 
u  preceding  years,  and  to  anfwer  the  payment  of  the  enfuing 
"  expences,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  provincial  agents  fhould 
•-  again  be  empowered  to  borrow  by  bills,  at  the  rate  of  five 
<f  per  cent,  with  an  exemption  of  the  dixiewe,  as  far  as  the 
<c  fum  of  1,200,000  livres,  over  and  above  what  fhould  be 
"  neceflary  for  the  difcharge  of  the  furplus  bills  due  upon 
"  the  fums  liquidated  in  favour  of  the  communities,  for 
"  proviiions  furniilied  to  the  troops  of  his  Majelty,  as  deter- 
<c  mined  by  this  alTembly  at  the  laft  fitting ;  obferving,  by 
cc  way  of  preference,  firft  to  make  good  the  fund  ox' 
"  1,200,000  livres  voted  by  the  laft  general  aflembly. 

"  November  29.  <c  The  archbifhop  of  Aix  obferved,  that 
<c  the  afTembly  having  voted  to  impofe  the  fum  of  7  90  livres 
on  eachy^//,  to  be  levied  at  the  four  quarters  of  the  fenfirirrg 
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year  i  749,  it  war,  neceffiiry  to  regulate  the  Turns  to  be  paid 
at  each  of  thofe  quarters,  niaking  a  repartition  of  the  fame, 
as  equally  as  poffible,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  payment. 
Upon  which  the  aflembly  ordained  that  the  imposi- 
tions mould  he  appropriated  to  the  following  purpofesj 
namely, 


To  the  appointment  of  the  governor 

To  ditto  of  the  lieutenant-general    - 

To  the  companies  of  the  mareckaaffee 

To  falaries  of  officers,  and  charges  1 
of  fortifications     —     —     —        J 

To  intereft  of  old  debts  -      —     — 

To  intereft  of  debts  borrowed   in 


iebts  borrowed   m| 


*747 

To  payment  to  the  don  gratuit  to*? 
the  King     -      —      —      J 

To  the  compofition  of  old  duties    — 

To  the   augmentation  of  the  poft-1 
mafter's  falaries         — J 

To  the  expence  of  the  milice,  and  1 
the  King's  troops     —         J 

To  the  charge  of  making  up  the! 
public  account     —         

To    the    repairs   of  highways   and! 
bridges      — —    J 

To  the  compenfation  of  the  taillc  to 
meffrs.    the  officers  of 
merit,  and  to  the  cha 
amenably       -—         — 


Tax  per  feu. 

Sums,  total. 

Li-ves. 

Linares. 

J7 

5**544 

6 

18, 192 

5 

15,160 

40 

121,280 

**3 

342,616 

55 

166,760 

235 

712,520 

12 

36>384 

2 

6,064 

225 

682,200 

7 

21,224 

J9 

57,608 

.-€  10  I 

meffrs.    the  officers  of  the  parlia-  /  ~ 

ment,  and  to  the  charges  of  this  l"        I+  42>44* 


Total- 750  2,274,000 
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IC  All  which  "impositions,  above-mentioned  amounting  to 
"  the  fum  of  750  livres per feu>  (hall  be  exacted  by  the  Sieur 
"  Gautier,  treafurer  of  the  province,  upon  the  foot  of  180 
"  livres  10  fols  per  fou9  for  each  of  the  quarters  of  the  next 
"  enfuing  year  i  749. 

"  The  Sieur  ThomaJJin  la  Garde  faid  that  there  was  no  other 
"  bufinefs  to  be  propofed  to  the  affembly,  and  defired  that 
<c  publication  might  be  made  of  the  verbal  procefs  of  all  that 
iC  had  been  agreed  upon.  Which  accordingly  was  read  and 
"  publifhed  to  the  affembly  then  fitting. 

u  After  which  thanks  were  returned  to  the  intendant  for 
"  the  good  offices  he  had  at  all   times  rendered  to  the  pro- 

<c  vince,  and  particularly  during  the  fitting  of  this  affembly. 

Done  and  publifhed  at  Lambefc,   29  November,   1748. 

De  tout  ce  que  deffus,  il  appert  dans  les  regiftres  du  Greffe 
des  etats  de  Provence,  aufquels  nous  fouffignes  Greffiers  def- 
dits  etats,  nous  rapportons. 

Derigina,  Greffier.  Ricard,  Greffier. 

An  account  of  the  debts  incurred  in  Provence  from  1744  to 
1748,  during  the  war,  collected  from  the  foregoing  pro- 
ceedings of  their  affembly,  feparated  and  ranged  under  the 
diftindt  heads  of  expences,  loffes  and  damages,  viz. 

For  military  magazines  and  atenjih  provided  for  the  army. 

Livres. 

In  the  year  1744         -        —  —  1,125,306 

Ditto  in  1745  -       —  — —  1,211,406 

Ditto  in  1746                  t—  —  2>°93>937 

Ditto  in  1747  —       —  ;  —  4,000,000 

8,430,649 
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The  I  *s  and  carriage* \  and  Iofes  attending  the  fame. 


Livres. 

To  the  lure  of  draft  mules  in   1744        —        312,660 
To  the  lofs  of  615  draft  mules,  dead,  orl 
taken  by  the  enemy,  at  120  livres  for  each>        253>336 

To  the  lofs  01^416  fiddle  mules,  dead,  orT 
taken  by   the  enemy,    at    120  livres    for>  59>^4I 

each  mule      —       —       —  J 

To  the  hire  and  lofs  of  carriages  employed*} 
to  tranfport  the  artillery  and  ammunitions  >  60,800 

of  war,  all  taken  at  the  fie^e  of  Coni      J 


To  hay  and  ft  raw  for  the  fuhiifcence  of  the")  n 

mules      -       -         -  J        2«'478 

To  the  carriages  and  utenfils  furnifhed  to") 
the  Spanifh  trroops      —      —       J  t9>9  5 

To  the  carriages  that  tranfported  the  forage")  q 

in  j  746  and  1747      —       —      — —     J  * 


1,302,620 


Forage  for  the  troops  as  well  Spanifh  as  French. 

Livres. 

To  forage  furnifhed  to  the  horfe  in  1745   —        209,892 

To  provifions  advanced  to  the  commhTaries*} 

rr  \        400,000 

of  war      J 

To  forage  furnifhed  to  the  horfe  in  1746    —        208,109 

To  furnifhing  fun  dry  places  with  forage      —  6,862 

To  the  guides  at  the  places  of  forage  —  578 

825,441 


(  7i  ) 
Contributions,  Exaffions>  and  Damages. 

Livres. 

To  contributions  which  the  feveral  commu-1 
nities  paid     -     -     -     —     —         —     J         543>4  5 

To  exadtions  of  ready  money     —       —  106,890 

To  exadtions  of  provifions     —    —     —  1,104,809 

To    damages    done    by    the    enemy    in   1 
1747        -      —  —  ■  J     4>939>°53 

To  ditto  done  by  the  French  troops  —        732,1 89 

To  ditto  done  by  the  Spanifh  troops  — -        1 60,3  24 


7,586,690 


Repairs  of  highways  and  bridges* 

Repairs  in  1744      —      —  — —              ■  102,109 

Ditto  in  1745     -     -     -     -  ™     —     —  87>973 

Ditto  in  1746     -     -     -     -  —     —     —  86,319 

Ditto  in  1747     -.'--■-  172,733 

449*134 

Dedudt  4  years  tax  by  the  provinces  at  19! 
Wwcsperfeu         —  — J  ^  *49' 

218,642 


Repairing  the  fortifications  at  Toulon      ~—  112,000 
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Sums  borrowed  for  the  pur  chafe  of  com. 

Li<vres. 

To  cam  borrowed  in  1746  —  —  — -        860,000 

To  ditto  in   1747   for  corn,  with  an  exemption  1 
of  the  lo™         -         j   1,200,000 

To  ditto  in  Auguft  1748       -       —  700,000 

To  ditto  in  November  1748      -  —  —         1,200,000 

3,960,000 

Deficiencies  in  1747  and  1748  —     — ■     1,590,294 

A  recapitulation  or  fummary  of  the  debts  incurred  in  Provence, 
on  account  of  the  war,  as  flat ed  in  1749. 

Lhres.  JT.  s.      d. 

To  etapes  and  utenfils  pro- 1    Q  ,  .  0  0 

vided  for  the  army/-  j   8>43°>649  368,840   ,7  10, 

To  the  hire  of  mules  and  1 

'carriages,  and  loffes  at- >    1,302,620  56,998    12      6 

tending  the  fame, J 

To  the    forage    for    the  1 

troops,  as  well  Spanifh  r       825,441  36,114  00   ior 

as   French,  -  -  ■ J 

To  contributions,   exact-  1  0/  , 

ions,  and  damages,  -  -  ]   7^,b9o  331,917   13  00 

To  overplus  expences  in  1  0  ,  , 

•  -      j     u  •  i.  r      210,642  q,c6;  11     o 

repairing  tne  highways,  J  \  ^  y>J  J  v 

112,000  4,900  00  00 

cations  or  Toulon,  —   J  J  ^  y 

I   3,960,* 

icies    of  the  1 

r  the  years      >  1,590,294  (>9>575     6 

1748, J 


To  repairing  the  fortifi-l 

To  fums  borrowed  for  the 
purchafeofcorn,  ---    * 

To    deficiencies   of  the 
revenues  for  the  years      V   i,cqo,20A  >o,C7C 

1747  and  1748. 


24,026,336        1,051,162     2     6 
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Three  Principal  Cities  of  Provence,  viz, 

AtX)  MarfeilleSy  and  Toulon. 
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A 


SUPPLEMENT,  &c. 


A  I  X. 

IObferved,  in  the  beginning  of  the  preceding  treatife,  that, 
in  order  to  form  a  juft  notion  of  the  whole  revenues,  ex- 
pences,  and  debts  of  France,  we  fhould  take  into  our 
eftimate,  not  only  what  is  demanded  to  be  carried  into  the 
King's  coffers,  or  royal  treafury;  but  alfo  what  is  raifed  to 
fupply  the  particular  exigency  of  every  province,  and  of  every 
town  and  community  within  that  province.  Having,  with 
this  view,  given  an  account  of  the  income  and  expences  of 
Provence,  I  fhali  now  enter  into  a  more  minute  account  of 
the  income  and  expence  of  the  city  of  Aix,  .which  being  the 
capital  of  the  province,  the  chief  refidence  of  its  nobility,  and 
the  feat  of  a  parliament,  we  may  fuppofe  the  greateft  part  of 
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the  riches  of  the  country,  as  in  all  capitals,  centers  in  this 
town  \  from  hence,  accordingly,  we  fhall  find  what  is  to  be 
added  to  the  provincial  debts  and  revenues,  by  the  extraordi- 
nary impofitions  raifed  in  this  town,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Sve  have  feen  what  is  to  be  added  to  the  national  debts  and 
revenues  by  the  extraordinary  impofitions  raifed  in  the 
province. 

Here  I  muft  take  notice,  that  although  the  affembly  of  the 
ftates  make  an  eftimate  of  the  general  impofitions  to  be  levied 
on  the  province,  at  fo  much  per  feu  ;  yet  the  grofs  fum  de- 
manded from  every  community,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  feus  it  contains,  is  collected  by  different  kinds  of  impofi- 
tions :  the  feveral  towns  and  diftricts  raifing  their  contributary 
fhares  by  fuch  methods  of  taxations  as  are  moft  agreeable  to 
the  forms  of  their  own  peculiar  jurifdictions. 

For  example,  the  viguerie  of  Aix#  much  the  Iargeft  in  the 
province,  as  appears  by  the  book  of  the  affbuagement ,  confifls 
of  ninety-one  communities,  and  is  charged  with  652  feus, 
upon  which  an  impofition  of  750  livres  per  feu,  being  the  tax 
for  the  year  1749,  amounts  10489000  livres,  or  21,393!. 
15  s.  flerling,  as  the  grofs  demand  from  the  province.  This 
fum  is  fubdivided  by  the  confuls  upon  each  community,  to 
pay  their  refpedlive  fhares  in  proportion  to  their  number  of 
feus  :  accordingly,  the  community  of  Aix,  including  the  town 
and  a  certain  diftridt  about  it,  claiming  by  ancient  grants 
a  right  of  being  taxed  only  to  the  feventh  part  of  what  is  de- 
manded from  the  whole  viguerie,  is  charged  with  93  feusy 
which,  at  750  livres  per  feu,  amounts  to  69,750  livres,  or 
3051 1.    ns.  3d.  flerling  j  befides  which,  it  is  farther  fubjeel 
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to  the  demands  of  the  ifltendant,  for  its  proportion  to  the 
capitation  and  dixieme,  amounting  together  in  the  year  1749 
to  38,282  livres,  or  1676  1.  4  s.  fterling,  towards  which, 
each  inhabitant  compounds  for  his  individual  quota  to  the 
community ;  as  the  community  compounds  for  its  refpedlive 
fhare  to  the  province;  and  as  the  province  compounds  for 
the  whole  to  the  King. 

To  this  purpofe,  the  city  magistrates  being  aflembled  at 
their  council-chamber  in  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  firft  take  into 
confideration  the  revenues  for  which  they  are  anfwerable  to 
the  province,  and  then  make  an  eftimate  of  the  revenues 
neceffary  to  be  raifed  for  the  particular  expences  of  their  own 
community,  which  being  added  together,  they  levy  the  fum 
wanting,  over  and  above  the  capitation  and  dixieme,  by 
charging  what  duties  they  think  proper,  either  upon  the  con- 
fumption  of  their  provifions,  or  upon  the  entry  of  particular 
merchandizes,  by  the  amount  of  which,  together  with  the 
annual  income  of  their  efcate,  arifing  from  the  leafe  of  their 
ferms,  rents  -of  their  markets,  tolls  for  mules,  horfes,  and 
carriages,  they  fatisfy  both  their  own  private  demands,  and 
the  demands  of  the  province.  All  which  will  be  fully  ex- 
plained, by  the  following  account  of  the  expences  and  income 
of  this  city,  for  the  year  1749,  which,  ferving  as  an  inftance 
of  what  is  raifed  by  all  the  other  communities,  will  admit  of 
fcveral  obfervations  that  may  be  drawn  from  thence,  con- 
cerning the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  in  general, 
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Expcnces  of  the  community  of  Aix,  for  J 749. 


To  the  faille  at  750  Kvres  per  feu  69750 
To  the  police  and  falary  of  officers  33774 
To  the  intereft  of  debts    —     —      13  1968 


£■ 
3°5' 

5773 


1  n 


Income  of  the  community  of  Aix,  in  1749. 


By  the  ferm  of  their  butchery       — 
By  the  ferm  for  the  file  of  flour 
By  the  ferm  for  the  fale  of  fifh      — 
By  the  ferm  for  the  fale  of  oil       — 
By  the  licenfes  for  the  fale  of  wine 
By  the  town  duty  on  houfe  lamb 
By  the  duty  on  candles  and  greafe 

By  the  rent  of  the  hot  baths       

By  the  town  duty  on  hay  

By  the  magazine  of  corn      —        — 


By  the  ground  rent  at  the  place  deMarche   107 
By  the  rent  at  flails  at  the  place  deMarche   130 
By  the  toll  for  horfes  and  mules 
By  the  toll  for  carriages     —      — 
By  penfions  annually  received     — 


1 1 
12 
12 


3 

3 

o 
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livres. 

£. 

/. 

if 

60OOO 

2625 

0 

0 

26000 

5S12 

10 

0 

20000 

*75 

0 

0 

6lOO 

266 

17 

6 

480O 

240 

0 

0 

2000 

87 

10 

0 

9025 

394 

16 

104 

63O 

27 

1 1 

3 

100 

4 

7 

6 

3°5° 

J33 

8 

9 

ie  107 

4 

13 

7i 

le  130 

5 

r3 

9 

135° 

59 

1 

3 

700 

3° 

12 

6 

1500 

65 

12 

6 
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We  are  firft  to  remark,  how  the  fums,  thus  raifed,  are  .di- 
vided and  appropriated  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  the  province, 
and  to  the  ufe  of  their  own  community,  according  to  the 
following  proportion  : 

To  the  province. 
To  the  faille  at  750     —       .         3051       1 1     3 

To  the  community. 

To  the  police  and  falaries  of  officers  1 4.77  123") 

To  the  intereft  of  debts         5773  12  o  y25l        4    3 
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By  this  appropriation  it  appears,  that  above  half  of  what 
is  raifed  by  the  town  duties,  is  never  carried  to  the  provincial 
account ;  as,  in  like  manner,  above  one  third  of  what  is 
raifed  by  the  provincial  duties  is  never  carried  to  the  national 
account. 

We  are  next  to  obferve,  that  thefe  town  duties,  by  which 
fo  great  a  revenue  is  raifed,  are  purpofely  impofed  to  fave  any 
tax  on  the  landed  eilates  within  the  community  round  about, 
which,  fo  far  from  being  charged,  are  quite  excufed  from 
paying  any  contribution,  in  confideration  that  the  amount  of 
it  is  fatisfied  by  the  duties  levied  in  the  town,  where  the 
owners  of  thefe  eftates  are  fuppofed  to  refide ;  which  privilege 
is  annexed  to  all  lands  adjoining  to  great  towns,  where  the 
revenues  ;,re  thus  collected  by  town  duties.  Thefe  lands  are 
called  t-crres  fvrrciges,  and,  next  to  the  tcrres  nobles,  fell  for 
more  years  purehafe  than  any  others, 

This 


(  8o  ) 

This  policy  of  compounding  for  the  land-tax  by  impofing 
town  duties,  is  yet  the  more  artful,  as  thereby  ftrangers,  as 
well  as  natives  are  made  to  pay  their  fhare  to  the  public  con- 
tributions ;  for  the  revenues,  thus  arifing  from  ferms,  tolls, 
andecxifes,  are  paid  in  the  end  by  the  confumer  ;  fo  that 
every  tranfient  vifitor,  paffing  through,  leaves  fomething  to- 
wards the  augmentation  of  this  general  fund. 

Let  us  next  enquire  for  what  purpofes  thefe  extraordinary 
town  duties  are  levied  ?  not  upon  the  provincial  account ;  for 
we  find  3051 1.  1 1  s.  3  d.  fatisfies  that  demand;  nor  upon  ac- 
count of  the  current  fervice  of  their  community;  fince  1477 1. 
12s.  pays  all  their  fervants,  and  other  charges  of  their  police;  but 
it  is  their  extraordinary  debts  that  demand  thefe  extraordinary 
impofitions ;  to  pay  the  intereft  of  which,  they  are  obliged  to 
raife  5774I.  9  s.  4  d.  fterling  per  ann.  Suppofing  this  to  be 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  their  debt  mull  be  upwards  of 
1 15,490  pounds  fterling. 

Laftly,  when  we  come  to  examine  upon  what  commodities 
thefe  duties  are  impofed,  we  find  their  chief  income  proceeds 
from  ferming  the  fale  of  their  meat  and  their  flour,  the  firft 
being  let  at  60,000,  and  the  other  at  1 26,000  livres^r  ann. 

Here  I  beg  leave  to  propofe  an  ufe  we  may  make  of  our 
knowing  the  amount  of  thefe  duties  in  any  community; 
I  mean,  that  as  from  thence  we  may  calculate  the  quantity 
of  provifions  confumed,  fo  from  the  proportion  of  that  con- 
fumption,  we  may  nearly  eftimate  the  number  of  its  in- 
habitants :  with  regard  to  this,  although  I  have  by  me  an 
account  of  the  annual  amount,  for  feveral  years,  of  the  beef, 
mutton,  lamb,  &c.  provided  for  the  ufe  of  the  community  of 
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Aix  ;  yet  I  do  not  pretend  to  form  fuch  an  eftimate  from  thcfe 
articles,  as  meat  is  not  equally  nor  univerfally  confumed,  con- 
sidering the  times  of  Lent,  and  of  fail  days,  and  the  numbers 
of  religious  orders,  and  of  poor  people,  who  fcarce  ever  eat 
any  meat  at  all :  but  we  may  make  our  calculation  with  a 
greater  degree  of  certainty  from  the  excife  on  flour,  as  on  this 
article  we  know  depends  the  fupply  of  bread,  confumed  by 
people  of  all  conditions,  at  every  meal,  and  on  all  days,  fafts 
as  well  as  feftivals  ;  being  therefore  informed  of  the  amount 
of  the  excife  on  a  certain  weight  of  flour  for  any  given  time, 
we  may  compute  the  quantity  of  bread  that  is  produced,  and 
the  number  of  mouths  neceffary  to  confume  it  *. 

For  example  -,  the  fale  of  flour,  within  the  diftrict  of  Aix,  is* 
fermed,  as  abovementicned,  at  126,000  livresper  annum9wh\ch, 
as  I  was  informed,  is  raifed  by  a  tax  of  three  livres  on  every 
charge  of  flour.  So  that  there  muft  be  42000  charges  confumed 
in  a  year  to  make  up  that  revenue  to  thofe  that  ferm  it,  and  we 
cannot  fet  down  lefs  than  8000  more,  for  the  fermer's  profit, 
therefore  we  may  fuppofe  the  whole  confumption  to  amount 
to  50000  -,  each  charge  weighs  270  lb.  one  pound  of  flour 
makes  one  pound  of  bread,  of  which  we  may  fuppofe  every 
man,  woman  and  child,  one  with  another,  to  confume  about 
one  pound  and  a  half  in  a  day,  or  at  leaft  two  charges  in  a 
year  5  confequently,  to  take  off  the  annual,  quantity  of  50000 
charges,  there  muft  be  the  annual  confumption  of  25000  peo- 
ple within  the  community,  including,  upon  an  average,  not 

*  See  a  treatife  lately  publifhed,  entitled,  the  Police  of  France ;  where  in 
page  126,  this  method  is  propofed  for  computing  the  number  of  inhabitants  in 
the  city  of  Paris. 
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only  the  native,  and  con-tlant  inhabitants,  but  all  traniicnt 
•paffengersj  and  other  ftrangers.  I  am  aware  of  ibme  objec- 
tions that  may  be  made  to  the  uncertainty  of  this  eftimation  -r 
but,  at  leaft,  it  may  ferve  to  correct  the  vain  and  bombafl  ac- 
counts, which  the  natives  in  moll  places,  efpecially  in  France, 
are  apt  to  give  concerning  the  number  of  their  people. 

As  thefe  town  duties  are  the  fame  in  all  other  cities  and 
communities,  I  hope  this  one  example  will  fuffice,  to  explain 
by  what  channel  the  revenues  of  every  province,  and  of  every 
community  within  the  province,  are  conveyed  towards  the 
fupply  of  the  general  revenues  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  how  far 
the  debts  and  expences  of  each  contribute  to  accumulate  the 
burthen  upon  the  whole ;  but  it  may  be  remembered,  I  have 
before  obferved,  that  the  war,  whilft  it  occafioned  a  necef- 
fity  of  augmenting  their  revenues,  at  the  fame  time  put  a  flop 
to  thofe  refources  from  whence  they  were  fupplied,  I  mean, 
by  the  interruption  of  their  trade  and  navigation  j  the  ftate 
and  condition  of  Marfeilles,  during  that  period,  will  afford 
us  a  flagrant  inftance  of  this,  of  which  therefore  X  fhall  proceed; 
to  give  an  account*. 
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MARSEILLES. 

ALTHOUGH  Aix  be  the  capital  of  the  province,  yet 
Marfeilles,  on  account  of  its  trade,  is  much  the  larger 
and  more  populous  city:  for  the  proof  of  this,  I  may  fet  out 
with  the  fame  method  of  calculation  I  made  ufe  of  upon  the 
conclufion  of  the  former  chapter;  for  it  appears  by  the 
amount  of  their  excife  on  flour,  that  500  charges  are  con- 
fumed  in  this  community  every  day,  which  confequentlv 
makes  182,500  charges  in  a  year;  and  allowing  two  charges 
for  the  confumption  of  each  individual,  their  total  number 
of  people  muft.be  91,250.  Thus  trade  and  commerce  allure 
and  invite  a  multitude  to  croud  together,  in  order  to  partake 
of  its  benefits  and  divide  its  profits;  from  hence  they  are  en- 
abled to  anfwer  both  the  demands  of  the  public,  and  the 
additional  expences  of  their  own  community :  a  war  there- 
fore muft  affect  them  with  a  double  diftrefs ;  not  only  by  the 
encreafe  of  expences,  but  by  a  diminution  of  their  trade  and 
credit.  This  is  the  next  point  I  propofed  to  confider,  and 
accordingly  fhall  offer  no  other  obfervations  on  this  trading 
city,  than  what  relate  to  its  manufactures,  commerce  and 
navigation. 

The  manufactures  of  this  town  confift  in  working  brocaded 
filks  and  woollen  cloths,  in  quilting  callicoes,  in  making  foap, 
effences,  and  liqueurs,  and  in  fafhioning  porcelain  or  earthen- 
ware $  none  of  thefe  are  very  confiderable,  for,    firft,    there 
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are  but   two .  houfes,    eftablifhed  by  letters  patent,   with  an 
exclufion  to  all  others,    in    working  brocaded  filks,    ftiled, 
like  all  other  monopolies  in  France,  the  royal  manufactures  > 
the  largeft  of  thefe  contains  only  fix  looms  %  fcarce  any  pieces 
are  put  into  them  but  what  are  befpoke  before-hand,  and 
fcarce  any  befpoke  but  for  inland  ccnfumption.    The  woollen 
manufacture  is  of  the  coarfer  kinds  cf  cloths,  defigned  for  the 
Levant,  and  is  another  monopoly,  belonging  to  the  depart- 
ment of  the  galleys,  in  which  a  company  is  eftabliilied,  with 
privilege  of  employing  a  number  of  galley- flaves  at  the  fabrique 
fet  up  in  the  arfenal,  with  no  more  pay  than  fix  or  i^t^v  fols 
per  diem ;  and,  by  this  cheapnefs  of  labour,  they  are  enabled 
to  underfell  all  the  other  merchants.     The  quilting  of  callicoes 
with  cotton  is  confined  to  few  hands,  fince  its  dearnefs  prevents 
any  great  demands,  and  as  it  depends  on  foreign  materials, 
the  lead  interruption  to  foreign  trade  ruins  the  people,  moftly 
women,    concerned  in   this  employment.     The  foap  is  not 
made  fo  good  here  as  what  may  be  had  at  Naples,  and  other 
parts  of  Italy  ;  nor  are  the  efiences  and  liqueurs  efleemed  like 
the  compofitkms  of  the  fame  fort  at  Montpelier :  laftly,  their 
earthen- ware,  though  brought  to  great  perfection,  yet,  as  it 
is  equally  improved  in  many  other  parts  of  France,  is  greatly 
fopplanted  by  the  number  of  competitors :  from  hence  we  find 
that  the  riches  of  this  city  chiefly  arife  by  exporting  the  products 
and  manufactures  of  other  cities  and  provinces,  and  import- 
ing fuch  foreign  commodities  as  are  wanted  for  home  con- 
fumption  or  re-exportaticn*    It  may  not  therefore  be  improper 
to  enter  into  a  particular  account  of  the  feveral  branches  of 

this  foreign  commerce* 
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The  exclufive  privilege  this  town  enjoys  of  a  direct  trade  to 
and  from  the  Levant ;  and  the  facility  and  quicknefs  by  which 
it  can  fupply  thofe  Eaftern  parts  with  fuch  cloths  as  may  hap- 
pen to  pleafe  the  reigning  tafte,  give  the  merchants  here  many 
fuperior  advantages  over  our  Turkey  company  in  England, 
who  being  at  a  greater  diftance,  cannot  fo  fpeedily  furnifh  the 
demands  that  are  often  fuddenly  made  for  a  particular  fafhion 
or  colour ;  the  French  cloths  fent  thither  are  chiefly  manu- 
factured at  St.  Pons,  Montolieu,  and  Carcaflbnne,  in  Lan- 
guedoc,  made  of  their  own  and  Barbary  wooll  mixed  together, 
and  fold  from  five  to  fix,  kvo.n  and  eight  livres  per  ell,     It  is 
colour  more  than  finenefs  that  gains  them  a  recommendation 
in  Turkey  ;   the  French  government  is  fo  well  apprized  of 
this,  that  the  ftrietefl:  rules  are  laid  down,  by  numbers  of  or- 
dinances, for  the  direction  of  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  dying 
thefe  cloths  >  add  to  this,  the  natural  advantages  they  have  in 
many  places  of  air  and  water,  by  which  they  are  enabled  to 
ftrike  out  fuch  peculiar  colours,  as  cannot  be  imitated  by  art 
in  another  climate. 

This  town  enjoys  yet  another  exclufive  trade  to  the  coafls 
of  Barbary,  by  means  of  an  eftablifhed  company,  ftiled  by  the 
letters  patent  the  company  of  Cap  Negre,  though  ufually 
called  here  the  African  company  :  this  is  the  fame  I  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  reprefentation,  as  being  obliged  to 
have  a  magazine  replenifaed  with  corn  for  the  fupply  of  the 
province,  which  is  brought  from  their  fettlements  on  the 
Barbary  coaft ;  together  v/ith  fome  other  neceflary  materials 
of  wool,  tallow,  fkins  of  beafts,  wax  and  coral* 
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But  the  greateft  trade  from  hence,  and  which,  as  I  faid 
before,  we  never  fufpecled  to  be  fo  till  the  war  difcovered  it, 
was  carried  on  by  numbers  of  (hips  of  large  burthen  to  St. 
Domingue,  Martinique,  and  other  parts  of  the  Weftern  and 
Northern  colonies  in  America  belonging  to  the  French.  To 
whom  they  not  only  export  the  natural  products  and  manu- 
factures of  their  own  province,  but  make  a  double  profit  by 
the  re-exportation  of  the  fugars,  indigo,  tobacco,  and  other 
returns  from  thence,  as  having,  by  the  conveniency  of  their 
iituation,  the  quickeft  opportunity  of  conveying  thefe  com- 
modities to  the  neighbouring  coafts  of  Italy  and  Spain,  as 
well  as  to  the  Levant,  and  all  parts  of  the  Archipelago. 
The  merchants  at  the  Weftern  ports  of  France  are  extremely 
exafperated  that  thofe  of  Marfeilles  mould  participate  with 
them  in  an  equal  liberty  of  trade  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  at 
the  fame  time  enjoy  an  exclufive  one  to  the  Levant ;  and  be 
able  alio  to  fupplant,  by  the  quicknefs  of  communication, 
the  reft  of  the  ports  on  the  ocean,  in  the  fale  of  the  American 
products  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the  Mediterannean.  The 
truth  is,-  the  marfeillois  gain  fuch  immenfe  profits  by  this  com- 
merce a'entrcpoty  that  they  would,  I  was  told,  compound 
with  the  lofs  of  all  others,  for  the  prefervation  of  this.  We 
may  add.  the  farther  confiderable  gains  they  make  by  the- 
Bank  and  Newfoundland  fiiheries  ;  as  the  charge  of  freight, - 
upon  re-exportation,  is  very  fmall  from  hence  to  Genoa,  the 
ecclefiaftical  ftate,  Naples,  Sicily,  &c.  So  that  they  engrofs 
this  trade  alfo  in.  the  Mediterranean  from  all  the  Weftern 
ports  of  their  own  kingdom. 

How 
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How  fatal  then  was  it  to  have  all  thefe  advantages  inter- 
rupted by  the  declaration  of  war  again  ft  England  in  March 
1744,  which  was  the  more  cruel  to  the  merchants,  as  they 
had  not  the  leaft  notice  of  the  delign,  till  they  heard  it  pub- 
lilhed  ;    confequently  their  mips  out   at  fea  were  feized  on 
unawares,  and  carried  into  our  ports,  whilft  they  were  fail- 
ing, as  they  thought,  with  tranquility    to  their  own.     This 
was  an  unexpected   blow  upon  their  infurers ;  for  I  was   in- 
formed very  large  infurances  were  made  amongft  themfelves  ; 
nor  was  this  buiinefs  fo  entirely  engroffed  by  the  Englifh,  as 
has  been  fuggefted  :  but,   be  this  as  it  will,  what  with  cap- 
tures of  vefTels  out  at  fea,  and  the  interruption  of  commerce 
at  home,   their  trade  gradually  diminiihed,    till  at  laft   the 
credit  of  their  merchants,  like  the  credit  of  their  government, 
equally  fubfifted  by  mere  artifice;  fictitious   bills,    with  en- 
dorfements  of  names  mutually  lent    to  one  another,    went 
round  in  a  courfe  of  circulation,  whilft  prompt  payment  was 
ufually   put   off,     upon   pretence   of  having    effects   abroad, 
which  could  not  be  brought  home  ;  till  at  length  the  reitera- 
tion of  peace  compleated  the  ruin  which  the  war  had  begun. 
This  may  found  like  a  paradox ,  but   it  will   not  appear  fo, 
when  we  confider  that  the  peace  deprived  them  of  thofe  pre- 
tences on  which  their  credit  was  upheld  during  the  war;  for 
now,  time  and  opportunity  being  given  to  bring  home  their 
pretended  effects,    and  no   returns   made,     their   deficiencies 
were  expofed ;  and,  as  they  fupported  one  another  by  mutual 
props,  the  firft  that  failed  brought  down  all  the  reft  :  thus, 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  year    1748,  feveral  perfons  became 
bankrupt,  who,  before  the  war,  were  efteemed  amongft  the 
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number  of  their  millionaires ;  a  term  given  to  their  rich  mer- 
chants and  brokers,  when  fuppofed  to  be  worth  a  million  of 
livres.  After  thefe,  fell  all  their  dependants,  and  cafh  and 
credit  equally  funk  together.  In  fact,  the  fword  was  run 
through  the  body  during  the  war  -,  and  whilft  it  continued 
there,  it  {lopped  up  the  wound  ;  but  being  pulled  out  upon 
the  conclulion  of  the  peace,  the  blood  followed  and  the  patient 
expired. 

The  vail;  importation  of  corn  which  I  mentioned  in  the  for- 
mer part,  as  it  fuddenly  enriched  fome,  contributed  not  a 
little  to  haften  the  ruin  of  others  ;  for,  as  it  occaiioned  a  vaft 
demand  for  money  and  bills,  many  perfons  were  too  hard 
preffed,  efpecially  as  the  latter  cargoes  were  not  fold  off  with 
the  fame  quicknefs  as  the  firft  :  we  may  fuppofe  the  freight 
only  of  the  Englifh  fhips  in  the  harbour,  in  the  month  of 
March  17491  at  which  time  I  counted  between  70  and  80, 
mufl  have  amounted  to  a  very  confiderable  fum  :  this,  by  the 
cuftom  of  merchants,  mud  be  paid  the  day  after  the  delivery 
of  the  cargoe,  or  the  captain  enters  his  proteft ;  which,  being 
entered  againft  feveral,  of  courfe  blew  up  their  credit. 

It  happened  moreover  that  feveral  corn  veffels  were  deftined 
to  this  harbour,  not  only  to  fell  their  cargoes,  but  the  fhips 
themfelves ;  and,  as  the  French  are  moft  fond  of  fhips  of  their 
own  built,  fome,  which  had  been  taken  from  them  during  the 
war,  were  now  loaden  and  fent  hither  for  fale,  by  way  of 
greater  temptation  :  but  the  agents  for  buying,  firft  cried 
down  the  market,  upon  the  fuppofition  of  our  having  more 
upon  our  hands  than  we  knew  how  to  employ  ;  and  alfo  upon 
our  willingnefs  to  part  with   their   (hips,    from   the  fame 
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National  partiality  to  cur  own  ;  therefore  little  was  offered  for 
fhofe  that  were  French  built,  and  lefs  for  others.  In  the  next 
place,,  if  the  price  was  accepted,  the  propofed  method  of 
purchafe  was  by  bills,  payable  upon  the  return  of  the  firft  and 
fecond  voyage  the  fhip  fhould  make;  that  is,  they  would  buy 
a  fhip  to  undertake  a  voyage,  and  undertake  a  voyage  to  pay 
for  the  fhip.  I  do  not  fay  thefe  propofals  were  general,  but 
I  heard  they  were  frequently  made,  and  I  mention  it  to  fhow 
how  hard  they  were  driven. 

Upon  the  whole,  they  compute,  that  during  the  war  500 
veffels,  great  and  fmall,  deftined  to,  or  failing  from,  this  port, 
were  taken  or  deftroyed  by  the  Englifh,  either  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, the  Weft  Indies,  or  the  ocean  :  the  computations 
after  this,  upon  the  lofs  of  the  cargoes,  and  other  loffes  oc- 
casioned by  the  interruption  of  commerce,  are  various ;  the 
moft  moderate  account  -dates  it  at  thirty  two  millions  of  livres-j 
amounting  to  1,400,000 1.  fterling.  And  if  we  add  to^the  loffes 
fuftained  by  the  continuance  of  the  war,  the  profits  that  might 
have  been  otherwife  made  by  an  uninterrupted  peace,  we 
fhall  find  the  kingdom  of  France  has  little  reafon  to  rejoice 
at  an  Englifh  war,  with  regard  to  its  commercial  intereits  on 
that  fide. 

Having  reprefented  how  far  the  revenues  of  the  Southern 
maritime  provinces  may  be  diminifhed  by  our  interrupting 
the  trade  of  this  maritime  pert ;  we  muft,  in  the  next  place, 
confider  it  not  only  as  a  port  of  commerce,  but  as  a  royal 
arfcnal,  with  dock-yards  and  (lores  for  the -fupport -of  the  naval 
power  of  the  kingdom  :  a  power  equally  dependant  on  trade, 
and  the  revenues  that  arife  from  thence. 
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In  this  light,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  notice  of  what 
formerly  compoied  a  feparate  eflablifhment  of  the  marine 
of  France,  in  thefe  Southern  provinces  bordering  on 
the  Mediterranean  -,  I  mean  the  department  of  the  galleys, 
heretofore  diilinct.  from  that  of  the  men  of  war,  until  the 
edict  of  the  27th  of  September  1748,  juft.  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  united  them  both  under  one. 

It  is  well  known,  that  formerly  the  arfenal  of  Marfeilles 
was  fingly  appropriated  to  the  department  of  the    galleys,. 
where,    fome  years  ago,    I  have  {eon   fixteen   or  feventeen- 
ranged  along  the  fides  of  that  harbour,  each  containing  about- 
300  llaves,  befides  numbers  of  others  in  the  arfenals,  or  the 
bagneS)    as    the    buildings    are    called,    which   are   deftined,, 
equally  with  the  galleys,  for  their  confinement.     But  now, 
upon  the  new  regulations,  moil  of  thefe  galleys,  with  their 
crews,  are  fent  to  the  other  fea-ports  of  Toulon,  Rochefort, . 
and  Brett,,  and  are  to  be  confidered,  for  the  future,,  rather  as 
contributary  to  the  ftrength  of  their  marine,, than  as  a. part  of 
the  marine  itfelf.    It  may  not  however  be  improper  for  us  to 
be  apprifed  of  the  order  and  ce.conomy  of  this  eftablifhment, 
which  is  made  to  be  fubfervient  to  many  ufeful  purpofes  of 
their  police,  as  well  as  to  the  augmentation  of  their  naval  force. 
This  1  have  accordingly  explained  in  another  treatife,.  entitled, . 
the  Police  of  France,  to  which  I  muft  beg  leave  to  refer. 

It  feems  the  new  modelling  of  this  department  is  owing 
to  the  little  fervice  done  by  the  galleys  during  the  courfe  of 
the  war;  and  therefore  the  expence  for>  the  future  is  to  be 
turned  toward  the  augmentation  of  the  other  part  of  the 
sparine  3    no  new  galleys  are  to  be  built,    feveral   of  thofe 
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remaining  in  the  harbour,  as  obferved  before,  are  feiu  into 
'Other  ports,  and  the  large  apartments,  in  which  were  con- 
tained the  neceffary  ftores,  are  appropriated  to  other  ufes. 
SThe  barracks  alfo,  that  were  formerly  built  on  thequay,  are 
now  pulled  down,  and  thereby  more  room  made  for  the  mer»- 
chant  fhips  and  other  veffels  to  come  up  and  lay  along-fide. 
'With  refpec!  to  thefe,  there  are  many  excellent  rules  relating 
to  their  being  piloted  into  port,  the  berths  they  are  to  take, 
and  the  time  and  method  of  delivering  their  cargoes,  toge- 
ther with  many  neceffary  .precautions  to  prevent  any  accidents 
>by  fire,  or  tumults  amongft  the  mariners  :  all  thefe  are  printed, 
and  the  mailers  of  the  veiTels  apprifed  of  them  as  foon  as 
they  come  to  an  anchor. 

This  port  has  not  indeed  the  eonveniency  of  the  flux  and  re- 
flux of  the  tide,  but  yet  enjoys  a  no  lefs  confiderable  advan- 
tage by  being  a  free, port;  which  privilege,  like  every  other 
privilege  in  France,  is  purc'hafed  by  the  citizens,  at  an  annual 
rent  or  gratuity  to  the  King,  and  reimburfed  to  themfelves  by 
a  duty  laid  on  the  anchorage.  It  is  ftrongly  fortified  by  two 
forts  on  each  fide  of  its  narrow  entrance  ;  one  of  which,  being 
•on  an  eminence,  was  built  by  Lewis  XIV,  as  well  to  keep  the 
town  itfelf  in  awe,  as  to  protect  it  from  any  foreign  enemy. 
The  ftory  is  well  known,  how  that  monarch,  being  informed 
of  the  turbulent  difpofitions  of  thefe  inhabitants,  and  of  the 
number  of  ba/lides,  or  country-houfes,  which  the  richefl  of 
them  had  built  on  the  plain  adjacent  to  the  town,  fent  them 
a  meffage,  that  he  thought  it  was  but  fit  their  King  fhould 
have  his  baftide  alfo  amongft  them  ;  and  therefore  demanded 
a  fum  of  money  to   be  raifed  to  enable  him  to  build  one.; 
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which  being  accordingly  granted,  he  erected  this  fortrefs, 
called  by  fome  the  bajlide  of  Lewis  XIV,  which  commands 
all  the  others,  and  keeps  their  owners  in  due  fubjection. 

But  notwithstanding  the  boafled  fecurity  of  this  city  from 
any  attack  by  fea,  it  lies  quite  expofed  and  unfortified  on  the 
land  fide  ;  and  perhaps  a  landing-place  might  be  found  in 
fome  of  the  bays  not  many  leagues  eastward,  from  whence 
troops,  being  difembarked,  and  marching  through  the  defiles, 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  high  mountains,  might 
poffibly  enter  the  town  without  much  annoyance  from  its 
forts.  However,  I  do  not  pretend  to  point  out  any  enterprize 
of  this  nature,  which,  at  the  moll,  could  be  attended  with 
no  other  confequence  than  a  few  days  plunder ;  for  the 
garrifon  of  Toulon,  lying  fa  near,  would  foon  come  up  to  its 
affiilance,  and  oblige  an  enemy  to  retire.  Toulon  is  the 
grand  barrier  of  Provence  %  could  this  be  taken,  Marseilles, 
of  courfe,  and  the  whole  country,  mull  yield  to  the  fame  fub- 
jection. This  therefore  is  that  naval  power  we  fhouid  en- 
deavour to  weaken  5  and  accordingly,  I  fhall  proceed  to  offer 
ibme  obfervations  on  the  Hate  of  that  important  fortrefs. 
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TO  U  L  ON, 


THIS  city  is  boafted  of  as  impregnable,  both  on  account 
of  its  natural  ftrength,  and  its  artificial  fortifica- 
tions. It  is  equally  renowned  on  account  of  the  dock-yards 
for  building  the  King's  fhips,  and  preferving.  their  ftores. 

Its  natural  ftrength -on  the  weft  fide,  confifts  in  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  the  two  paiTes  by  which  any  accefs  can  be  gained  to  it, 
being  roads  running  in  a  bottom  between  fome  high  moun- 
tains, which  are  at  about  a  league's  diftance  from  the  town ; 
the  one  called  the  Gorge  de  Bouffet,  being  the  neck  or  inlet 
that  leads  from  Marfeilles  -y  the  other  ftiled  the  Gorge  de  St. 
Maximin,  as  being  the  narrow  pafiage  from  an  inland  town 
of  that  name.  Thefe  defiles  are  but  juft  wide  enough  for  two 
carriages,  and  continue  winding  through  the  mountains  for 
feveral  miles )  fo  that  the  approach  of  a  large  army  may  be 
prevented  by  a  fmall  number  of  men,  and  a  few  batteries 
eredted  to  guard  each  pafs.  The  north  fide  of.  the -town  is 
defended  by  what  is  called  the  rock  of  Toulon,  and  the  fea  is 
its  natural  protection  on  the  fouth.     Thus  there  are  but  two 
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entrances  by  land,  the  one  by  the  gate  of  Marseilles  on  the 
well  fide,  and  the  other  by  the  gate  of  Nice  on  the  eaft  fide. 
Thefe  are  both  ftrongly  fortified  by  art;  and  the  former, 
befides  the  narrownefs  of  the  paffes  above  defcribed,  has  the 
additional  protection  of  a  branch  of  the  outward  harbour 
coming  up  to  the  fide  of  the  road,  near  which  the  men  of 
war  may  be  drawn  up  to  prevent  the  advancement  of  an  ene- 
my, efpecially  as  the  rivulets,  which  fupply  the  town  with 
water,  proceed  from  fprings  that  rife  in  the  upper  part 
of  this  plain.  The  plain  on  the  other  fide  towards  Nice,  on 
which  the  duke  of  Savoy  intended  to  make  his  approaches 
in  1707,  is  now  undermined  for  near  the  Space  of  half  a 
mile  ;  nor  are  any  houfes  or  olive-trees  fuffered  to  be  upon 
it  to  intercept  the  view  \  and,  though  the  country  is  open  and 
wide,  yet  there  is  but  a  narrow  fpace  for  digging  any  en- 
trenchments, becaufe  the  ground  next  the  harbour  is  moftly 
morafs.  And,  for  the  better  preventing  the  approach  of  an 
enemy,  there  is  a  battery  called  the  Old  Fort,  on  the  north- 
eaft  fide  of  the  rock,  about  a  mile  diflant  from  the  town, 
which  flanks  all  the  road,  and  commands  the  paffage. 

Notwithflanding  all  thefe  precautions,  they  were,  it  feems, 
apprehenfive  of  feme  defect  and  weaknefs,  from  the  confter- 
nation  that  was  fhewn  upon  general  Brown's  marching  from 
Nice  into  this  province  in  December  J746.  Whereupon 
new  works  were  ordered  for  enlarging  the  fortifications  far- 
ther into  the  plain,  and  a  defign  planned  out  for  building  a 
Tort  on  a  high  eminence  in  the  diftridl  of  la  Malgue,  about 
&  mile  diftant,  and  oppofite  to  the  Old  Fort,  fo  as  to  oblige 
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an  enemy  to  pafs  between  two  fires,  upon  their  advance- 
ment by  land,  and  alfo  to  command  the  outward  and  inward 
harbour  againft  any  naval  approach.  This  projedt  has,  how- 
ever, been  fufpended,  it  being  furmifed,  that  a  fort  built  on 
an  eminence  fo  near  the  fea,  might  probably,  at  a  future 
war,  be  attacked  and  taken  by  the  Englifh;  which,  as  it 
commands  both  the  town  and  the  harbour,  would  be  the 
fame  as  to  take  the  town  itfelf.  But  they  have  compleated 
fome  other  additional  works  for  the  better  defence  of  the 
narrow  plain  on  the  north  fide  between  the  rock  and  the 
town ,  and  here,  indeed,  the  old  fortifications  had  been  mi^ 
ferably  neglected.  Marfhal  Belleifle  therefore  made  fom«- 
extempore  repairs  by  gabions  and  fafcines,  upon  the  ex- 
pectation ofafiege  by  the  allied  army  in  1746.  And,  for 
the  better  fecurity  of  this  pafs,  they  have  now  made 
three  redouts  in  three  feveral  eminences  of  the  rock,  at  a 
little  diftance  from  one  another, ,  with  fouterains  to  the  town 
from  each  ;  and,  as  the  fpace  is  not  half  a  mile  wide,  aiv 
enemy  muft  march  between  two  fires  all  the  way,  upon  any 
attempt  to  compafe  the  town  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft  fide. 
The  main  defign  of  thus  guarding  this  pafs,  feems  principally 
intended  for  the  prote&ion  of  the  fpxings  of  water,  which , 
as  I  took  notice  before,  rife  on  the  weft  fide,  and  from  whence 
the  town  and  dock-yards  are  folely  fupplied.  Could  thefe  be 
cutoff,  all  the  fortifications  would  prove-  of  no  ufe,  and  the 
town  muft  fiwrrender, 
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For  the  better  illuftration,  I  have  annexed  a  plan  of  the 
former  fortifications,  to  which  I  have  added  the  new  intended 
outworks,  not  fketched  by  any  fcale  of  their  exact  proportions 
and  distances,  but  defigned  only  to  give,  upon  a  general  view,  a 
more  clear  idea  of  the  whole,  than  what  can  be  formed  from 
any  verbal  defcription. 

The  importance  of  this  town  confifts,  fecondly,  in  its 
ftore-yards  and  docks,  for  the  conftru&ion  of  the  King's  mips, 
and  advancement  of  the  naval  force  of  France.  Thefe  ac- 
cordingly are  moft  worthy  the  obfervation  of  every  ftranger, 
efpecially  of  an  Englifhman,  and  muft  require  a  more  parti- 
cular defcription. 

The  entrance  into  the  park,  by  which  name  the  dock- 
yards are  called,  is  through  a  magnificent  gate,  built  in  the 
ftile  of  a  triumphal  arch,  with  £n  infcri prion  over  it,  in 
which  Lewis  XIV.  oiTiuned  from  us  the  title  of  being  lord 
and  mailer  of  the  feas.  The  fpace  within  contains  many 
piles'  of  buildings;  ranged  round  a  large  bafon  of  water,  ha- 
ving a  communication   to   both  the  inward  and  outward  har- 

o 

hours,  by  narrow  cuts,  that  are  chained  acrofs.  Thefe 
buildings  are  allotted  to  the  feveral  departments  for  making, 
or  laying  up,  the  flores  and  tackling  belonging  to  the  King's 
mips ;  and  each  diflinct  office  is  kept,  in  the  fame  regular 
manner,  as  at  Portfmouth  and  Chatham,  though  not  with  the 
fame  fuperfluous  expence  of  large  houfes  for  the  officers, 
each  one  here  being  content  with  only  his  compting-houfe, 
and  two  or  three  apartments  adjoining. 

A  long  pile  of  building  at  the  upper  end,  with  two  pavil- 
fions  on  each  fide,  is  fupported  by  open  columns  divided  into 

three 
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three  rope-walks.  Some  part  of  the  hemp  and  the  tar,  that 
is  ufed  for  the  cordage,  is  of  the  produce  of  France  >  the  -firft 
from  Tranche  Comte  and  the  latter  from  Provence  ;  but  this 
is  not  near  fo  good  as  what  they  purchafe  from  the  northern 
countries.  The  apartments  above  flairs  are  deftined  for 
-combing  and  fpinning  the  hemp  on  one  fide,  and  for  weaving 
it  into  fail-cloth  on  the  other  :  which  manufacture  is  fo 
much  cheaper  to  the  King,  as  great  part  of  it  is  compleated 
by  the  affiilance  of  the  galley-flaves.  The  pavillions  on  each 
fide  are  taken  up  for  a  guard-room  of  the  marine  officers  on 
the  right-hand,  and  the  arfenal,  or  fate  d'arms,  on  the  left.  Near 
which  is  the  academy  for  teaching  young  gentlemen  the  art 
of  navigation ;  who  are  lodged,  boarded,  and  inftru&ed,  at 
the  Kings  expence,  to  ferve  as  gardes  de  la  marine  on  board 
his  Majefty's  (hips, 

Contiguous  to  thefe  is  another  range  of  buildings,  contain- 
ing the  general  magazines  of  the  ropes  and  fails ;  and  along  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  bafon  are  the  particular  ftore-houfes  for  the 
tackling  belonging  to  each  man  of  wan,  the  names  to  which 
they  belong  being  marked  over  every  divifion  :  befides  thefe, 
there  is  what  they  call  la  loge  de  r  emplacement  y  which,  they 
pretend,  contains  the  duplicates  of  all  their  tackling,  though 
they  have  not  half  fufficient  for  the  number  of  ihips  belonging 
to  this  harbour;  fince  it  has  been  known,  that  a  man  of  war, 
after  having  been  put  into  commiffion,  has  been  obliged  to 
wait  for  the  return  of  another,  in  order  to  have  the  ftores  trans- 
ferred, before  it  could  be  equipped. 

There  are  fix  fmall  forges  deftined  for  the  making  of 
locks,  keys,  and  other  fmall  materials  of  iron-work,  And 
twenty  forges  for  the  (h aping   of  anchors,  &c,   though  the 
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largeft  are  made  at  Dauphine"  near  the  mines,  where  alfo  the 

greateft  part  of  their  cannon  is  cafl ;  which,  being  brought 

hither,  are  ranged  in  order  in  the  artillery-park,  and  the  (hells 

and  balls  piled  up  in  pyramids,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they 

are  in  the  warren  at  Woolwich,  but  not  in  fo  large  a  quantity. 

Near  this  are  the    gunfmiths  fbops   for  fmall  arms,    and  a 

general  magazine  for  hammers,  nails,  bolts,  &c. 

The  barrels  and  pipe  ftaves    in   the  cooperage  are  made 

moftly  of  oak.  brought  from  Franche  Comte  and  Dauphine ; 

and  near  adjoining   are  feveral  (hops  for  turning  and  carving 

the  ornaments  for   the  heads  and  flerns  of  the   fhips-;  and  a 

particular  office  is  fet  apart  for  drawing  their  models  and  defigns. 

Near  to  their  timber-yard  a  canal  is  cut,  wherein  their  timber, 

not  in  ufe,  and  moft  of  their    ftore-mafts,    are  funk  under 

water  for  their  better  prefervation.     The  oak  of  their  own 

natural  produce  is  brought  hither  by  water-carriage  down  the 

Durance  and  the  Rhone,  chiefly   from-  Franche  Comte  and 

Dauphirie.     Here,  when  we  confider,  that  by  the  trdomiance 

des  eaux  &jflreh  of  1 669,  the  King  has  a  fovereign  power  over 

all  the  wood  throughout  his  kingdom,  we  might  imagine  that, 

at  leaft,  he  could  procure  as  much  as  would  ferve  the  purpofe 

of  the  royal  navy  -,    yet   there   was  fuch  a  want  of  it  in  this 

dock-yard,  juft  at  the  conclufion  of  the  vva-r  in  1748,  that  the 

King  was  obliged  to  purchafe  a  large  quantity  of  the  Genoefe, 

from  a  foreft  near  V arreggio  j.  and  of  the  ecclefiaflical  ftate, 

from  a  wood  between  Civita  Vecchia  and  Rome  -,  which  I  faw 

were  ufed  promifcuoufly.  with  their  own  in  the  conflruction  of 

three  large  fhips  then  on  the  frocks,  namely,   one  of  So  guns, 

to  be  called  the  Foudroyant  y  and  two  of  74  guns  each  ;  one  to 

be  called  the  Qrphee,  the  other  the  Temeraire  *. 

I  have 
a  Thcfe  three  fhij*  were  afterwards  taken  by  us  in  the  late  war. 
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I  have  before  obferved,  that,  in  purfuance  of  the  new  ordi- 
nance for  uniting  the  department  of  the  galleys  to  the  marine, 
a  confiderable  number  of  flaves  were  fent  hither  from  Mar- 
feilles.  Accordingly,  a  range  of  building,  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  park,  has  been  fitted  up  to  ferve  for  the  bagnes%  or  lodgings, 
of  thefe  unhappy  wretches,  who  hereafter  are  to  be  employed 
in  all  the  laborious  works  for  the  King  s  fervice.  I  have  feen 
a  hundred  of  them  at  a  time  employed  in  drawing  large  pieces 
of  timber  from  one  end  of  the  yard  to  the  other  :  thefe  however, 
when  upon  fuch  duty,  as  I  obferved  before,  have  an  extra- 
ordinary  allowance  of  5  fols  per  diem  to  each. 

Amongft  other  enquiries,  I  thought  it  not  the  leaft  im- 
portant to  be  informed,  if  any  Bnglifh  artificers  were  feduced 
hither,  to  be  employed  in  any  part  of  their  works ;  and  was 
affured,  from  the  various  methods  I  took  of  making  my  en- 
quiries, that  all  the  fhipwrights,  carpenters,  and  workmen 
belonging  to  this  dock,  were  natives  of  France,  and  chiefly 
of  this  province ;  nor  could  I  find  out  or  hear  of  anv  one 
Englifhman  employed  in  this  part  of  the  French  King's 
fervice. 

The  dock  is  deep  enough,  on  the  weft  fide,  to  admit  of 
the  men  of  war  being  hauled  up  clofe  to  the  more,  for  the 
conveniency  of  taking  in  their  tackling  and  ammunition,  as 
alfo  their  frefh  water  by  means  of  a  high  ciftern,  which  is 
fupplied  from  the  rivulet  in  the  adjoining  plain,  and  from  thence 
conveyed  in  tunnels  into  the  butts  on  board  the  mips. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  men  of  war  they  are  enabled 
to  build  in  this  port,  I  muft  obferve,  that  there  is  fpace  only 
for  three  or  four  of  the  line  to  be  upon  the  flocks  in  one  part 
of  the  yard,  on  the  weft  of  the  inward  harbour;  and  for  two 

N  2  or 


(   too  ) 

or  three  frigates  in  another  part  fronting  fouth  to  the  balon  £ 
though  they  pretend,  that  by  the  removal  of  fome  lumber,, 
room  can  be  made  for  more  y  fo  a&  to  have  fen  mips,  that  is, 
five  of  the  line  and  five  frigates  upon  the  flocks  at  the  fame 
time.  Not  having  the  conveniency  of  a  tide  to  help  the  launch,, 
the  want  of  it  is  fupplied  by  a  machine  called  an  eel,  which. 
being  cafed  to  the  bottom  of  the  mip,  is  made  to  flip  from  the 
props  underneath  with  great  celerity  into  the  water. 

Having  mentioned  the  outward  and  inward  harbours, 
I  muft  explain,  that  the  two  points  of  land,  meeting  within 
half  a  mile  of  each  other  at  the  extremity  of  the  road,  forms 
the  outward  harbour,  which  has  forts  on  each  fide  of  its  en- 
trance, from  whence  they  can  occafionally  put  a  chain  of  marts 
acrofs  from  one  fide  to  the  other.  The  inward  harbour  is  arti- 
ficially formed,  and  enclofed  from  the  outward  by  a  mole,  the 
entrance  into  which  is  fo  narrow,  as  not  to  admit  of  more  than 
one  (hip  at  a  time,  and  a  chain  is  laid  acrofs  every  night  for 
greater  fecurity.  Its  expofition  is  full  fouth,  but  fo  land-locked, 
as  to  prevent  the  fight  of  the  road,,  which  winds  to  the  fouth- 
eaft  before  it  opens  to  the  fea;  from  whence  it  is  faid  to  be 
the  fafeft  navigation  of  any  road  ia  Europe,  all  the  way  deep 
water,  without  a  rock  or  fhoal,  quite  to  the  anchoring  within 
the  inward  harbour. 

The  plan  of  the  dock-yards  and  harbours,  as  fketched  on. 
the  other  fide,  and  the  references  pointing  out  the  feveral: 
parts  above  taken  notice  of,  will  I  hope  fufficiently  explain 
the  foregoing  defcription, 

F        I       N       I       S. 
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REMARKS 

O  N    T  H  E 

Marine  of  FRANCE: 

WITH 

An     A  C  C  O  U  N  T 

Of  the  Methods  of  its  Administration, 
At  what  Expence   it  is  maintained, 

AND 

In  what  Parts,   and  by  what  Trades 
It  is  chiefly  fupported. 


VAngleterre  ne  craindra  point  la  France,  tant  que  la  Marine  Franfoife 
ne  /era  point  a  craindre.  Auteur  Francoife  Anon. 
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REMARKS 


ON       THE 


Marine  of  FRANCE,&c, 


THE  adminiftration  of  the  marine  of  France  is  deputed 
to  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  under  the  title  of 
minifter  of  the  marine;  who  fuperintends  all  the 
jurifdi&ions  of  the  admiralty  and  the  police  of  the  ports,  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  ordonnance  of  1681;  as  alfo  the  naval  arma- 
ments and  arfenals  of  the  marine,  regulated  by  the  ordonnance 
of  1689.  Thefe  are  the  two  noted  ordonnances,  which  contain 
all  the  rules  and  regulations,  concerning  both  the  civil  ceco- 
nomy,  and  military  execution,  by  which  the  naval  power  of 
France,  was  intended  to  be  raifed  to  an  equality  with  its  mod 
formidable  rivals. 

There  are  four  royal  ports  fubfervient  to  this  adminiftration, 
maintained  by  the  King,  and  deftined  for  the  building  and 
equipping  the  fhips  of  his  navy,  namely,  Toulon,  Rochefort, 
Breft,  and  Havre  de  Grace,  which  have  other  ports  relevant 
and  dependant  on  them;  thus  Marfeilles  is  dependant  en 
Toulon  5  Bayonne  on  Rochefort  5  Port  Lewis  on  Breft  ;  and 
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Dunkirk  on  Havre  de  Grace.     All  the  other  ports  of  the 
kingdom,  fuch  as  Bcurdeaux,  la  Rochelle,  Nantes,  St.  Malo, 
&c.  are  called  ports  des  marchands. 

An  intendant  of  the  marine  prefides  at  each  of  the  royal 
ports;  who,  from  time  to  time, fends  up  to  the  minifter  at 
Verfailles,  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  his  dock-yards,  what 
works  are  going  forward,  and  what  ftores  and  munitions  are 
required  :  and  at  the  end  of  every  yeary  an  eftimate  of  the  ex- 
pence  is  made  out  for  the  enfuing  year,  by  the  minifter  of  the 
marine  jointly  with  the  comptroller-general  of  the  finances  ; 
under  the  following  articles  refpeclively,  viz.    Appointments- 
day-labourers —  falaries —  armaments  and  difarmaments — 
purchafe  of  merchandizes  and  munitions—  hofpitals — hire  of 
magazines —   and    extraordinary    expences.       Upon   each  of 
which,    inftrudtions   are  fent   down    to   the  intendants,    ac- 
cording to  what  mips  may  be  necefTary  to  be  built,  refitted,  or 
equipped;    or  what  ftores  may  be  wanting;    or  regulations 
neceflary  to  be  made  :    the  expences  of  all  which,  we  may 
fuppofe  to  vary  every  year,  as  they  muft  depend  on  occasio- 
nal circumftances,  and  the  different  exigencies  of  the  ftate, 
in  times  of  peace,  or  of  war. 

With  regard  to  the  original  material  of  timber  for  building 
their  (Lips,  the  King,  by  the  ordonnance  des  eaux  &  forets  in 
1669,  affumes  the  fovereign  controul  over  all  the  woods  and 
forefts  of  his  kingdom  -y  and  by  the  naval  ordonnance  of  1689, 
for  the  better  fupply  of  his  royal  arfenals,  every  fubject  of 
France  is  forbid  to  fell  any  timber  on  his  private  eftate,  with- 
out giving  previous  notice  to  the  intendant  of  the  marine  in 
that  department  to  which  he  is  neareft  fituated  ;  who  muft 
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immediately  fend  commiffaries  to  examine  if  any  be  fit  for 
the  King's  fervice  ;  and  whatever  is,  or  likely  to  be  fo,  is 
marked  to  be  taken  away,  when  wanted  for  the  navy,  upon 
payment  of  a  price  fixed  by  two  fkilful  judges  on  behalf  of 
the  King,  and  on  behalf  of  the  owner  ;  yet  notwithflanding 
thefe  rigorous  ordon nances,  there  is  fuch  a  deficiency  of  tim- 
ber, of  the  native  growth  of  France,  as  to  oblige  the  commif- 
faries to  purchafe  great  quantities  from  foreign  countries,  in- 
fomuch  that,  in  the  conftrud:ion  of  moft  of  their  fhips  lately 
built,  as  I  have  obferved  at  Toulon,  they  are  forced  to  make 
ufe  of  foreign  timber  of  different  countries,  and  of  different 
fpecies.  They  are  obliged,  from  the  like  caufe,  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  a  foreign  fupply,  for  great  part  of  their  naval  ftores ; 
and  this  chiefly  by  the  interpofition  of  Dutch  merchants,  and 
by  Dutch  navigation ;  all  which  materials  mud  confequently 
be  fo  much  the  dearer,  as  they  are  thus  bought  and  intro- 
duced at  fecond-hand. 

The  number  of  artificers  and  hired  workmen  employed  in 
their  yards,  depends  on  the  number  of  fhips  building  at  the 
time.  The  fhipwrights  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  200  livres,  or 
8  1.  per  month  -,  the  carpenters  from  about  eighteen-pence 
to  3  (hillings  a  day,  according  to  their  dexterity ;  common 
labourers  from  one  fhilling  to  eighteen-pence  a  day,  befides 
chips.  All  thefe  have  boys  to  affift  them,  who  are  put 
apprentices,  at  the  King's  expence,  to  learn  and  perpetuate 
the  art. 

The  fhips  of  war  are  now  generally  built  by  private  under- 
takers upon  contract;  the  King  to  find  all  the  rough  materials, 
the  galley  flaves  to  do  the  laborious   work,    and   after  the 
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artificers  have  compleated  the  whole,  according  to  the  model, 
price  and  time  agreed  upon,  fuperviibrs  attend  to  examine 
und  meafure  the  work,  and  make  their  report. 

The  King  orders  by  what  names  his  fhips  fhall  be  called, 
the  emblem  of  which  is  carved  for  its  head ;  thus  inftead  of  a 
lion,  which  is  generally  at  the  head  of  our  men  of  war,  the 
French  have  a  different  figure  to  each,  by  which  its  name  is 
reprefented  ;  which  being  difcovered  at  fea,  we  may  find  out 
not  only  its  name,  but,  by  infpe&ing  the  lift  of  their  navy 
under  the  feveral  columns,  as  in  the  appendix,  difcover  alio 
its  rate,  the  number  of  guns  and  men,  when  built,  and  to 
what  port  it  belongs. 

When  a  fhip  is  put  into  commiffion,  the  King  appoints  the 
officers,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  commiffaries  of  the  marine 
compleat  what  they  call  the  equipage,  by  fummoning  the  en- 
rolled feamen,  that  are  claffed  in  their  departments,  to  enter  and 
make  up  the  number  wanting  to  man  the  fhip,  according  to 
its  rate.  To  this  purpofe,  all  the  feafaring  men,  and  even  all 
that  are  concerned  in  the  inland  navigation  on  the  rivers 
throughout  the  kingdom,  are  regiftered  and  claffed  in  the 
feveral  departments  of  Toulon,  Rochfort,  and  B reft  ;  each,  of 
which  contain  feveral  provinces.  For  example,  Toulon  takes 
in  Provence,  Languedoc,  and  Rouffillon  ;  Rochfort  contains 
the  country  of  Aunis,  Poitou,  Gafcony,  and  Bifcay;  and 
Breft  contains  Brittany  and  Normandy.  The  regiftry  is 
made  up  of  the  numbers,  which  every  town  in  thefe  provinces 
is  able  to  fupply  ;  all  that  are  liable  to  be  called  upon,  being 
claffed,  as  belonging  to  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  departments  \ 
the  lifts  of  which  being  too  long  to  be  inferted  here,  I  fhall 

only 
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only  fet  down  the  general  recapitulation,  as  it  appeared  on 
paper,  from  the  infpe&ion  made  by  the  commiffaries  in 
1755,  viz.  In  the  department  of  Toulon  21,700 —  Rochfort 
21,000 — Breft  54,300 — In  all  97,000 — But,  that  we  may  not 
conceive  too  high  a  notion  of  the  marine  of  France  from  fuch 
a  pompous  lift  of  feamen  on  their  regiftry,  we  muft  be  cau- 
tioned, that  amongft  thefe  are  regiftered  all  the  fhip-car- 
penters,  coopers,  and  iron  fmiths  employed  in  the  feveral  dock- 
yards -,  aifo  all  the  boatmen,  bargemen,  floatmen,  and  fifher- 
men,  excercifing  their  trades  on  the  feveral  ftreams  and  rivers 
throughout  the  interior  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  laftly,  the 
invalids  and  fuperannuated  feamen,  who,  though  incapable 
of  fervice,  are  kept  upon  the  regifter.  All  thefe  being  dedu&ed, 
will  take  off  near  one  third  of  the  numbers  of  what  they  call 
their  claffed  feamen.  The  remainder  we  may  fuppofe  to  be 
fuch  frefh  and  able-bodied  feamen  as  are  alternately  employed 
in  the  Kings  or  merchants  fervice :  what  their  real  amount 
may  be,  I  fhall  endeavour  prefently  to  affertain. 

All,  who  are  thus  regiftered,  are  deemed  as  impreffed  men, 
and  obliged  to  ferve  the  King  when  called  upon  -y  for  which 
purpofe,  the  commiffary  not  only  enters  the  name  and  place 
of  abode,  but  the  defcription  of  each  individual  -,  and  who- 
ever keeps  out  of  the  way,  or  negledls  to  refort  immediately 
to  the  port  and  fhip  to  which  he  is  fummoned  by  beat  of  drum, 
when  afterwards  found,  is  fent  to  the  galleys  and  confined  for 
life.  It  appears  from  hence,  that  compulfion  is  ufed  in  France 
as  well  as  in  England,  for  manning  their  fleets. 
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Befides  the  firft  divifion  of  regiftered  feamen  Jh  feparate  de- 
partments, each  department  is  fubdivided  into  feveral  daftes, 
and  each  clafs  is  fummoned  to  ferve  the  King  one  year  in  three; 
at  the  end  of  which,  they  receive  a  certificate,  by  way  of  per- 
mit, to  go  into  the  merchants  fervice.  Such  as  remain  on  land, 
are  reviewed  twice  a  year  by  the  commiffaries  of  the  clafs  to 
which  they  belong :  thofe  whofe  turn  it  is  to  be  in  the  Kings 
fervice,  are  not  chofen  or  picked  men  by  the  captains,  but  are 
directed  to  go  on  board  fuch  (hips  as  the  commiffaries  (hall 
appoint  j  againft  whom  complaints  are  often  made  for  receiv- 
ing pecuniary  gratifications,  to  fummon  the  worft  into  the 
Kings  mips,  and  referving  the  beft  to  ferve  the  merchants. 

I  muft  alfo  mention  another  circumftance  attending  this 
method  of  regiftering,  worthy  perhaps  of  our  attention, 
though  I  never  found  it  remarked  by  any  writers  $  I  mean, 
that  the  mips  of  thefe  different  ports  are  manned  by  the  fea- 
men regiftered  in  each  of  their  departments,  who  being  of  dif- 
ferent provinces,  have  different  difpofitions,  and  fpeak  a  dif- 
ferent patois  or  dialed:,  unintelligible  to  the  others;  fo  that 
when  the  Breft  and  Toulon  fquadrons  meet  they  join 
like  the  allied  fquadrons  of  two  different  nations,  and  not 
without  fome  contempt  of  each  other:  for  thefe  of  Toulon 
affume  the  merit  of  being  more  dextrous  at  their  arms,  and 
the  manner  of  fighting  their  mips ;  whilft  thofe  at  Breft, 
being  ufed  to  rougher  feas,  pique  themfelves  upon  their 
fuperior  agility  in  navigation. 

The  department  of  the  galleys, which  was  formerly  feparate 
from  that  of  the  men  of  war,  is  now  united  to  it  by  the  edicl 
of  September   1748,  concerning  which  it  is  unneceifary  to 
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add  any  more  to  what  I  have  already  defcribed  in  my  account 
of  the  arfenal  of  Marfeilles,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

There  are  likewife  a  number  of  marine  foldiers,  who  are, 
equally  with  the  failors,  under  the  admiralty  jurisdiction,  and 
do  not  belong  to  the  department  of  the  minifter  at  war,  nor 
arefhey  incorporated  into  regiments,  but  divided  into  com- 
panies, and  generally  put  on  board  in  detached  parties  with 
officers  to  command  them.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  alfo  the 
gardes  de  la  marine^  who  are  young  gentlemen  of  family, 
educated  at  the  academies  eftablifhed  at  the  three  ports  of 
Toulon,  Rochfort,  and  Breft,  to  be  inftructed  in  the  naval 
military  art,  as  well  as  the  art  of  navigation ;  and  accordingly 
are  taught  the  exercife  of  fmall  arms,  fhooting  at  a  mark, 
firing  the  cannon,  and  all  other  parts  of  practical  gunnery : 
they  are  lodged,  boarded  and  inftrudted.  at  the  King's  expence, 
in  convenient  buildings  erected  in  the  arfenals,  and  upon  va- 
cancies are  promoted  to  be  officers  on  board  his  Majefty's 
fliips. 

The  Kings  monthly  pay,  to  a  fhip  in  commiffion,  com- 
mences on  the  day  of  the  laft  review  the  commiffary  of 
the  port  makes  before  the  fhip  is  to  depart,  and  ceafes 
on  the  very  day  of  its  return.  This  pay  is  fettled 
according  to  the  proportions  prefcribed  by  the  ordon- 
nance  of  1689,  which,  from  the  firft  table  annexed  to  it, 
appears  to  be,  for  every  captain  300  livres  per  month, 
lieutenants  100  livres,  enfigns,  chaplains,  furgeons,  and  pur- 
fers,  upon  an  average,  50  livres.  All  other  officers,  under  the 
various  diftinctions  of  matters,  pilots,  gunners,  and  boatfwains, 
from  15  to  20  livres;  and  as  to  the  common  men,  divided 
into  able-bodied  and  frefh  feamen,  the  pay  to  the  firft  is  i§ 
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Jivres,  and  to  the  latter  only  1 2  livres  per  month  :  to  which 
we  muft  add  the  gratifications  to  the  officers,  by  way  of  al- 
lowance for  their  table  and  fervants,  which  makes  the  ex- 
pence  of  pay  to  the  government  much  more  confiderable 
than  what  is  above  fpecified. 

The  fecond  table,  annexed  to  the  ordonnance,  fpecifies  the 
provifions,  rigging,  ftores  and  ammunition  neceffary  to  each 
fhip  in  proportion  to  its  rate  and  number  of  men  5  the  prices 
of  which  cannot  be  put  down  with  any  certainty,  as  they  vary 
in  different  times  and  in  different  countries.  In  England  we 
know,  that  the  whole  expence  for  manning  and  victualling  a 
Kings  fhip  is  granted  by  parliament,  at  the  rate  of  4I.  fterling 
per  man  -,  which  fum  is  divided  in  certain  proportions  allotted 
for  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  feamen  according  to  their  ranks, 
and  for  the  charge  of  victualling  the  fhip  according  to  its  rate  -, 
in  the  repartition  of  which,  we  find  the  pay  to  our  officers  and 
feamen  double  to  the  French  ;  befides  that  the  provifions  of 
meat  and  drink  are  twice  as  good ;  and  the  accomodations  in 
general  more  cleanly  and  wholefome.  Thefe  expences,  in. the 
French  accounts,  are  fet  down  in  leparate  articles ;  and  ac- 
cording to  their  eftimates,  the  victualling  and  pay,  and  the  wear 
and  tear  of  ammunition,  calculated  upon  an  average,  appear 
to  be  rather  lefs  than  ours ;  but  their  firft  expence  of  pur- 
chafing  the  materials  for  building,  and  the  ftores  for  equiping, 
considerably  more  :  fo  that  the  total  expence  in  France  under 
the  feveral  articles  of  appointments,  falaries,  armaments  and 
difarmaments,  purchafe  of  munitions,  &c.  as  mentioned  in  the 
beginning,  being  added  to  the  military  pay,  and  what  is 
called  the  etat  major  >  or  civil  adminiftration  of  their  marine, 
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exceeds  the  total  expence  in  England  in  fitting  out  the  fame 
number  of  lliips,  according  to  what  is  granted  by  our  parlia- 
ment under  the  feveral  eftimates,  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy; 
the  building  and  repairing  of  fhips ;  and  the  monthly  pay  of 
feamen. 

But  it  is  not  only  the  greater  expence  in  fitting  out  an  equal 
number  of  fhips  with  England,  that  prevents  France  from 
having  an  equal  armament  at  fea,  but  its  iituation  on  the  con- 
tinent prevents  alfo  an  equal  opportunity  for  navigation, 
which  naturally  conftitutes  the  maritime  power  of  the  Britifh 
iflands.  For  this  reafon,  the  power  of  France  is  rather  founded 
on  the  military  eftablifhment  of  a  large  body  of  land  forces ; 
a  fervice  which  alfo  feerns  moft  adapted  to  the  genius  of  their 
people,  efpecially  of  the  better  fort;  and  accordingly  their 
marine  has  always  been  confidered  only  as  a  fecondary  objedt. 

It  appears  from  hence,  that  the  advancement  of  the  naval 
power  in  France  muft  be  chiefly  owing  to  that  fpirit  of  trade, 
and  thofe  means  of  navigation,  which  the  commercial  people, 
refiding  in  their  maritime  ports,  have  within  this  laft  century 
been  endeavouring  to  encreafe  -,  for,  upon  the  whole,  a  power 
at  fea  can  only  depend  on  the  encreafe  of  feamen,  and  the  en- 
creafe of  feamen  upon  the  encreafe  of  navigation. 

This  may  lead  us  to  examine  how  far  the  navigation  of 
France,  and  confequently  its  naval  power,  may  be  extended  ; 
and  how  far,  and  in  what  parts,  we  fhould  endeavour,  agree- 
ably to  the  defign  of  my  former  reprefentations,  to  weaken 
that  power,  or  at  leaft  to  reftrain  it  from  encreafing. 

In  entring  upon  this  examination,  we  may  obferve,  that  as 
neither  the  fpirit  of  the  Freoch  government,  nor  the  methods 
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of  its  adminiftration  are  favourable  to  their  marine,  fo  neither 
doth  that  branch  of  their  trade,  which  is  carried  on  to  the 
other  parts  of  Europe,  contribute  much  to  its  fupport.  For 
although  commerce  is  generally  mentioned  as  the  fupport  of  a 
naval  power,  yet  it  muft  mean  fuch  a  commerce  as  is  carried 
en  by  a  navigation  at  fea.  But  we  are  to  confider,  that  great 
fhare  of  the  products  and  manufactures  of  France  are  conveyed 
into  the  interior  parts  of  the  continent  by  inland  carriage ;  and 
that  what  is  demanded  by  her  maritime  neighbours,  is 
fetched  away  upon  the  foreign  bottoms  of  thofe  fhips,  each 
nation  fends  thither  to  purchafe  them.  The  fituation  like- 
wife  of  their  country,  interfered  as  it  is  by  other  dominions, 
admits  of  little  opportunity  of  a  coafting- trade,  the  firft  intro- 
duction and  great  nurfery  of  young  feamen  ;  and  this  has  been 
rendered  yet  the  lefs  neceffary,  by  the  many  canals  which 
have  been  cut  to  make  a  communication  from  one  fea  to  the 
other,  through  the  inland  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  obftacles,  their  naval  hiftory 
will  inform  us  of  veryconfiderable  armaments  they  have  equiped 
at  different  times.  Witnefs  the  great  fleets  Lewis  the  XIV1'1  fent 
out  in  the  latter  part  of  the  laft  century,  whilft  he  had  at  the 
fame  time  an  immenfe  army  at  land  to  oppofe  the  united  force 
of  almoft  all  the  powers  of  Europe.  But  this  violent  effort,  like 
ftrength  when  it  is  overflrained,  was  the  caufe  of  its  being 
afterwards  the  more  weakened ,  for  from  thence  their  re- 
venues being  exhaufted,  and  their  trade  ruined,  their  marine 
declined  in  proportion  fo  low,  that  in  the  year  1720,  they  had 
fcarce  20  fliips  of  the  line  fit  for  fervice ;  but  from  that  period 
101744,  during  the  long  continuance  of  a  peace,  they  revived 
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their  trade,  and  increafed  their  navigation  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  to  threaten  meeting  us  at  fea  with  a  powerful  armament. 
This  was  in  fome  meafure  checked  by  the  captures  we  made 
during  the  four  years  of  the  laft  war,  yet  in  the  fubfequent 
interval  of  peace,  being  left  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  thofe 
trades  on  which  their  navigation  depended,  they  had  fo  far 
recruited  their  naval  force,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  war 
in  1756,  it  appeared  no  lefs  formidable  than  it  was  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  in  1744.  Since  therefore  we  have  been 
provoked  by  frefh  renewals  of  hoftilities,  let  it  now  be  the 
principal  object  of  our  oppofition,  to  weaken  the  means  of 
their  naval  power  ;  I  mean,  by  annoying  thofe  trades  by 
which  their  navigation  has  been  chiefly  promoted,  and  by 
which  only  it  can  be  recruited  and  enlarged. 

To  this  purpofe,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  examine  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  their  naval  force,  according  to  the  number  of  the 
King's  {hips  belonging  to  the  feveral  royal  ports  of  the  king- 
dom, of  which  I  procured  a  lift  taken  a  little  time  before 
the  commencement  of  the  war  in  1756;  and  as  this  contains 
an  account  of  their  names,  rates,  when  and  where  built  and 
refitted ;  and  of  their  quantity  of  cannon,  weight  of  metal, 
and  number  of  men,  I  have  annexed  it  at  the  end,  by  way  of 
appendix,  that  fo  long  a  detail  might  not  interrupt  what  I 
propofe  to  be  confidered  from  the  following  obfervations. 
To  introduce  which,  I  muft  however  beg  leave  to  ftate  a  re- 
capitulation, of  the  number  of  mips  and  of  the  men,  as  fol- 
lowed!. 
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Ships.  N°  of  men. 

Firft  rates  «       6 5600 

Second  rates 22 16500 

Third  rates  29 16820 

Fourth  rates 9 3600 


Total  of  line  of  battle  66  42520 

Frigates 23 5050 

Flutes  and  (lore  (hips  7 2000 

Chebecques  4 600 

Advice-boats  3 

Bomb -ketch 1   )- 

Sloops 9 


! 


Total  number  of  all      113  50690 

I  have  not  added  the  crews  of  the  feveral  galleys,  fince  they 
are  not  to  be  confidered  as  feamen,  and  fince,  by  the  late 
change  made  in  that  department,  they  are  to  be  employed  for 
the  future  only  in  the  dock-yards,  and  not  out  at  fea. 

But  let  us  remark,  that  this  account,  given  on  paper,  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  their  navy,  like  all  other  accounts  the  French 
give  of  their  own  flrength  and  riches,  is  greatly  exaggerated  : 
for  we  (hall  find  upon  enquiry,  that  many  of  their  fhips,  whofe 
names  appear  on  the  lift,  are  through  age  and  decay,  unfit  for 
fervice  ;  that  the  naval  ftores  in  their  arfenals  are  inefficient 
for  even  the  number  of  fhips  that  are  fit  for  fervice  -,  and  that 
laftly,  whatever  number  of  fhips  they  may  be  able  to  equip, 
great  part  of  them  muft  remain  ina&ive,  like  empty  hulks, 
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in  their  harbours,  for  want  of  a  fufficient  nnmber  of  feamen 
to  put  them  into  motion.  For  though  the  King  may  build  fhips, 
he  cannot  build  feamen :  thefe  can  only  be  made  by  being 
employed  in  navigation,  and  confequently  the  number  of  their 
able-bodied  feamen  will  be  no  more,  than  what  will  anfwer 
to  the  proportion  of  their  navigation. 

To  judge  of  this  proportion,  I  muft  refer  to  the  account, 
which  I  have  alio  procured,  of  the  number,  the  tonnage  and 
thedeftinationof  all  the  merchant  fhips,  with  the  number  of  their 
feamen, and  in  what  trades  they  are  employed.  This  I  have  annex- 
ed inthe  appendix,  next  after  the  lift  of  the  King'sfhips,  andfrom 
whence  it  appears,  that  the  number  of  feamen  employed  in 
their  feveral  branches  of  commerce  amount  to  46488.  All 
thefe  being  regiftered  and  divided  into  feveral  claffes,  as  I  ob- 
ferved  before,  are  fummoned  to  ferve  alternately,  one  year  in 
three,  on  board  his  Majefty's  fliips ;  and  if  there  were  no 
other  feamen  to  fupply  their  place  on  board  the  merchants 
fliips,  the  confequence  would  be  a  flop  to  one  third  of  their 
commerce ;  but  we  muft  fuppofe  that  the  navigation  of  the 
King's  fliips,  employed  in  cruifing,  or  in  exercifing  their  ma- 
rine, or  in  protecting  their  colonies,  breed  up  and  employ  an 
additional  number  of  failors,  equal  at  leaft  to  one  third  of 
what  are  employed  by  the  merchants ;  which  third  amount- 
ing to  15496,  being  added  to  the  46488,  will  make  the  total 
number  to  be  61984  of  frefh  and  able-bodied  feamen,  to  ferve 
in  the  King's  navy,  and  the  merchants  fhips :  or  if  the  King 
fhould  demand  them  all,  and  put  a  total  flop  to  trade,  would 
be  fufficient  to  man  his  fleet,  fuppofing  it  to  be  as  large  as 
above  ftated :   efpecially  as  each  of  the  King's  fliips  takes  on 
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board  a  number  of  men  out  of  the  independant  companies  of 
the  marines  to  compleat  the  equipage  according  to  its  rate. 

Let  us  now  examine  from  what  branches  of  commerce  fo 
large  a  number  of  feamen  are  chiefly  raifed  :  this  has  been  the 
main  objedl  of  my  enquiries  concerning  the  ftate  of  their  ma- 
rine ;  in  which  it  will  appear,  from  the  following  observations, 
that  the  navigation  of  France  owes  its  advancement  to  thofe 
branches  of  commerce,  which  are  carried  on  by  long  fea 
voyages  to  the  remote  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  that  amongft 
thefe,  it  is  chiefly  fupported  by  their  Mediterranean  trade, 
by  their  fugar  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  by  their  Nor- 
thern fifheries  in  America. 

This  points  out  to  us,  that  in  the  profecution  of  a  war  with 
France,  we  fhould  exert  our  naval  ftrength,  chiefly  to  annoy 
thefe  three  branches  of  their  commerce.  To  which  purpofe  I 
have  endeavoured  to  defcribe,  in  my  foregoing  reprefentations, 
how  far  their  fouthern  maritime  provinces,  and  the  two  prin- 
cipal fea  ports  of  Marfeilles  and  Toulon,  may  be  diftrefted  by 
the  deftination  and  proper  difpofition  of  our  fleet  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  and  now  beg  leave  farther  to  add  a  few  remarks 
on  the  expediency  of  another  deftination  of  our  fleet,  to  attack 
their  weftern  iflands,  and  northern  fifheries  in  America :  for 
fince  this  war  has  been  kindled  in  thofe  more  diftant  parts  of 
the  world,  which  are  the  next  chief  refources  of  their  naval 
power,  we  fhould  there  principally  exert  our  naval  ftrength, 
from  whence  the  conqueft  will  be  more  eafy,  and  our  acqui- 
sitions of  infinite  more  importance  to  the  trade  and  navigation 
of  Old  England,  than  any  other  we  may  hope  for  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America* 
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I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  depreciate  the  merit  of  any  in- 
tended enterprizes  on  land,  againfl  either  Canada  or  any  of  the 
forts  the  French  have  erected  to  fupport  their  unjuftifiable 
pretenfions,  with  regard  to  the  limits  of  the  interior  parts  of 
our  fettlcments,  as  well  as  to  the  antient  limits  of  Nova  Scotia 
or  Acadia  *.  The  French  miniftry  had  warning  given  them, 
that  if  they  would  not  fubmit  thefe  difputes  to  be  decided  by 
an  amicable  negociation,  they  might  expeft  a  more  difagree- 
able  method  of  decifion.  Accordingly,  by  their  perfifting  in  the 
mod  trifling  chicaneries,  to  elude  the  arguments  and  proofs 
offered  in  fupport  cf  his  Majefly's  right,  they  gave  the  firft  oc- 
cafion  to  the  war;  and  we  are  now  juftified  in  endeavouring 
to  decide  the  limits  on  both  fides,  by  taking  the  whole  into 
our  pofleffion  -,  and  fhould  we,  by  the  perfeverance  and  courage 
of  our  troops,  now  preparing  to  be  fent  thither,  procure  the 
dominion  of  all  the  diftridts  fo  long  difputed,  our  fubje&s  in 
thofe  parts  will  then  be  free  from  the  apprehenfions  of  bein^ 
any  more  alarmed  by  French  encroachments,  or  fcalping 
Indians. 

This  end  being  obtained,  we  are  not  to  hope  for  any  farther 
beneficial  confequences,  with  refped;  to  trade  in  thofe  interior 
parts,  there  being  none  that  would  anfwer  the  expence  of 
procuring  it  j  and  as  to  the  navigation  that  may  be  expected 


*  See  the  memorials  of  the  Englifh  and  French  commifTaries,  concerning 
the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Acadia,  printed  in  1755;  as  alfo  a  pamphlet 
publifhed  at  the  fame  time  by  the  Author  of  this  treatife,  entitled,  A  fair  repre- 
fentation  of  his  Majefry's  right,  briefly  ftated,  with  an  anfwer  to  the  objections 
contained  in  a  French  treatife,  entitled,  DifcuJJion  fonmialre  far  les  Ancienncs 
i'mites  de  YAcadle, 

Q^  from 
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from  thence,  it  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  I  never  could  find 
more  than  &vcn  (hips  had  been  loaded  in  any  one  year,  with 
merchandize,  between  Old  France  and  Quebec.    I  defire  to 
be  underftood,  not  to  include  the  (hips  that  are  bound  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  who  fometimes  call  at  Louifbourgh  and  Quebec, 
to  exchange  part  of  their  ladings  for  lumber,  with  which  they 
make  a  trading  voyage  to  the  weftern  iflands,  and  bring  back 
their  cargoes  of  fugar  to  Europe ;  for  thefe  are  more  properly 
to  be  numbered  in  the  lift  of  the  Weft  India  fhips,  and  not 
as  fhips  employed  in  the  direct  trade  between  Old  France  and 
Canada.     It  is  furprifing,  when  we  confider  the  fuperior  ad- 
vantages the  Englifh  enjoy  from  their  fituation  on  the  maritime 
coafts  of  the  fame  continent,  that  they  fhould  be  tempted  to 
penetrate  into  the  more  inland  parts,   to  which  the  French 
have  been  driven  by  neceffity ;  and  who  are  not  to  be  envied, 
for  the  fmall  profits  they  acquire  by  the  fur  and    peleterie 
trade,  called  by  themfelves  le  petit  commerce  \  in  which  their 
hunters,  who  go  under  the  denomination  of  coureurs  de  dot's-, 
often  find  their  pafTage  obftrudled  by  woods  and  rocks,  rapid 
currents,  and  favage  Indians.    To  prevent  therefore  our  fubjedts 
from  wandring  into  fuch  inhofpitable  diftrifls,  I  beg  leave  to 
mention  a  policy    enforced  by  the  government  of   France, 
which  may  be  worthy  of  our  imitation  -,  I  mean  the  orders 
that  are  fent  to  the  intendants  of  their  provinces,  and  the  com- 
mandants of  every  fort  in  Canada    and   Louifiania,    not  to 
fuffer  any  new  habitations,  as  the  French  fettlements  are  called, 
fo  far  diftant  from  their  refpeftive  capitals,  as  to  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  their  protection.    If  our  fettlers  therefore  could  be 
thus   reftrained    to  live  more    united,    and   nearer  to  the 

maritime 
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maritime  coafts,  it  would  add  more  ftrength  to  the  govern- 
ment of  our  colonies,  and  prevent  the  hazard  of  thofe  frequent 
broils  we  hear  of,  between  them  and  the  inland  Indian  nations* 
I  now  return  to  point  out  the  greater  importance  of  ex- 
tending our  enterprises  againft  the  French  fugar  iflands,  as 
they  are  more  immediately  our  rivals,  not  only  by  the  en- 
largement of  their  trade,  but  alfo  by  the  increafe  of  their  navi- 
gation. And  as  this  is  the  only  foundation  of  a  naval  power, 
fo  it  is  that  power  only,  by  which  France  can  be  formidable 
to  England.  Now  the  French  navigation  has  been  encreafed  by 
thefe  iflands,  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  ought  to  alarm  us  much  more 
than  any  encroachments  their  fettlers  have  made  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America.  By  the  accounts  I  have  ken  of  the  differ- 
ence, within  thefe  twenty  years  paft,  of  the  tonnage,  as  well 
as  of  the  number  of  fhips,  belonging  to  Martinique  and  St. 
Domingue,  both  have  amounted  to  more  than  double  what 
they  were  in  1730  ;  the  number  of  fhips  and  failors,  and 
quantity  of  tonnage  they  employed,  juft  before  the  war  broke 
out,  being  as  follows :  To  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  and 
other  iflands  in  the  Antilles,  129  fhips,  30,000  tons,  and 
3875  men;  To  St.  Dominigue  207  fhips,  40,000  tons,  and 
5175  men;  in  all,  336  fhips,  70,000  tons,  and  9050  men. 
Each  of  thefe  fhips  moreover  is  obliged  every  voyage  it  makes 
outwards,  to  take  in  a  number  of  green  men,  as  the  frefh  land- 
men are  called,  to  make  an  additional  encreafe  of  feamen. 
Judge  from  hence,  how  neceflary  it  may  be  to  flop  the  progrefs 
of  that  power,  which  we  are  now  able  to  deftroy  by  our  pre- 
fent  fuperior  ftrength  at  fea :  that  the  conqueft  alfo  of  fome  of 
thefe  iflands,    not  proper  to  be  mentioned  here  by  name, 

Q^  2  would 
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would  not  be  difficult,  I  will  prefume  to  fuggeft,  from  the 
little  oppofition  that  will  be  made  by  the  natives,  on  account 
of  their  difcontent  under  the  prefent  adminiftration  of  the 
French  government  -,  as  they  think  themfelves  greatly  oppref- 
fed  by  fome  fevere  edi£ls  lately  fent  over,  for  encreafing  the 
ferm  of  the  domainc  d' Occident^  and  by  feveral  militarv  ordon- 
nances,  which  they  conceive  have  thrown  too  great  a  power 
into  the  hands  of  the  commandants  5  for  as  the  conftitution  of 
France  is  military,  fo  every  fyftem,  even  trade  itfelf,  is  fub- 
fervient  to  a  military  power. 

Here  it  may  be  neceffary  to  explain,  that  as  all  the  French 
poffeffions  in  America  are  under  the  department  of  the  marine, 
fo  even  their  military  government  there  is  under  the  fame; 
confequently,  all  the  foldiers  fent  thither,  either  for  the  defence 
of  the  continent,  or  the  iflands,  not  being  enlifted,  nor  taking 
their  commiffions,  as  regulars,  from  the  fecretary  at  war, 
no  private  men  are  fent  to  ferve  in  this  inferior  eflablifhmerrt, 
but  fuch  as  have  been  refufed  for  the  land  fervice ;  and  indeed 
the  fupply  is  generally  made  up  of  fuch  vagabonds  and  mifer- 
able  naked  beggars,  as  the  magiftrates  confign  over  to  the 
commiffaries  of  the  marine  to  be  tranfported  -y  the  King  al- 
lowing only  30  livres,  for  the  taking  up  and  tranfporting  each 
man :  nor  do  they  receive  any  pay,  nor  even  cloathing,  until 
they  arrive  at  the  port  of  their  deftination  5  where  they  are 
fupplied  out  of  the  common  military  ftock  ;  and  being  ufually 
(hut  up  in  their  paifage,  like  fo  many  felons,  they  often 
become  peftilential,  and  fometimes  more  than  half  perifh  before 
their  arrival. 


Such 
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Such  forces  as  thefe  are  fent,  and  can  only  be  fent,  ac- 
cording to  the  prefent  French  fyflem,  for  the  affiflance  of 
their  colonies  in  America ;  whofe  natives  therefore  are  obliged 
to  raife  a  militia  for  their  better  defence,  and  from  whom, 
efpecially  from  the  ifland  planters,  I  have  before  fuggefled, 
we  need  not  apprehend  much  refiftance.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  this  has  been  the  ufual  and  antient  fyflem  of  the  de- 
partments in  the  French  miniftry,  yet,  juft  before  the  war 
was  declared,  the  King  was  obliged  to  change  it,  and  to  order 
a  body  of  regular  land  forces  to  go  over  to  protect  Louisbourgh 
and  Canada,  which  it  was  imagined  we  intended  to  attack. 
This  at  firft  occafioned  fome  difcontent  in  the  army,  feveral 
officers  declaring  they  did  not  think  it  derogatory  to  their 
honour  to  refufe  being  put  under  the  marine  department,  as 
they  had  taken  their  commiffions  to  ferve  on  land  in  Europe 
only.  However,  thefe  difcontents  were  in  fome  meafure  ap- 
peafed,  by  appointing  chiefly  Swifs  regiments,  with  a  foreign 
commander ;  and  fuch  of  the  French  officers,  as  agreed  to  go, 
were  advanced  both  in  their  pay  and  rank.  Part  of  thefe 
forces  were  taken  in  June  1755  in  the  Alcide  and  Lys  French 
men  of  war  near  Newfoundland,  by  the  Dunkirk  and 
Defyance,  being  part  of  admiral  Bofcawen's  fquadron,  failing 
at  that  time  to  the  coaft  of  North  America,  to  fecure  his  Ma- 
jefly's  juft  rights  in  thofe  parts. 

Thefe  hostilities  being  began  before  the  war,  occasioned  foon 
after  an  open  declaration  *,  which  has  been  followed  by  the 
reduction  of  Port  Royal,  and  the  ifland  of  Louisbourgh.  This 
in  the  end  will  prove  the  more  important  to  us,  if  hereby  we 

*  May  18,    1756. 
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affiime  thofe  rights  of  filhery  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence, 
which  had  been  yielded  to  the  French  by  former  treaties.  This 
fifhery,  together  with  that  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  I 
have  before  numbered,  amongft  the  chief  nurferies  for  their 
feamen,  and  the  encreafe  of  their  naval  power  -3  more  efpecially 
as  the  French  have  adopted  the  principle  in  our  aft  of  navi- 
gation, of  enjoining,  that  all  their  fhips  fhould  be  manned  by 
at  lead  two^thirds  of  the  natives  of  their  own  kingdom,  and  that 
there  fhould  be  a  certain  number   of  novices  taken  on  board 
each  fhip,  in  proportion  to  its  burthen,  on  every  new  trip 
they  fhould  make  to  thefe  feas;    where  the  weather  being 
ufually  tempeftuous,    proves  to  be   the  beft  voyage  for  the 
breed  of  failors,  as  it  teaches  them  to  be  fkillful,  and  enures 
them  to  be  hardy.     The  fifhery  in  thefe  parts  is  divided  into 
two  branches,  namely,  the  dry  cod,  and  the  green,  or  what 
we  call  the  mud  fifhery.    The  fhips  employed  in  this  latter 
branch,  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  are  generally  from 
50  to  150  tons,  and  carry  from  12  to  25  men  each,  with  the 
addition  of  two  novices  in  every  feafon.     The  fife  carried  to 
the  ftages  ereded  in  that  part  of  Newfoundland)  which  was 
allotted  them,  for  that  purpofe,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  to 
be  there  dryed,  and  which  therefore  goes  under  the  name  of 
their  dry  fifhery,    employs  fhips   of  a  larger   burthen,   viz. 
from    120  to  350  tons,   who  carry  from  45  to  120  men  in 
each.     The  ports,  from  whence  they  ufually  fet  out,  are  from 
St.  Maloes,  Cherbourg,   Grandville,  Morlaix,  Breft,  Nantes, 
Oloune,  Rochelle,  Marfeilles,  &c.  Thefe  have  long  continued  in 
an  emulation  for  carrying  on  the  feveral  branches  of  the  trade 
as  abovementioned,  which  general  competition,  though  it  may 

have 
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have  occafioned  a  decreafe  in  fome  ports,  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
it  has  greatly  enlarged  both  the  trade  and  navigation.  For  ex- 
ample, all  thefe  northern  fiflieries,  in  1730,  employed  only 
296  mips,  26007  tons,  and  7489  men;  whereas  the  follow- 
ing is  the  prefent  ftate  of  their  numbers,  adding  what  are 
employed  from  Cape  Breton,  Gafpaye,  and  on  the  coafls  of 
Labrador;  which  are  veflels  from  50  to  100  tons,  and  about 
25  men  to  each,  viz. 


Ships 

Tons. 

Men. 

Mud  fifhery  —     —     - 

I90 

19000 

3420 

Dry  Cod        —     —     ■ 

140 

35000 

1 1200 

Cape  Breton  fifhery    — 

•    —    75 

5625 

135° 

4°5 

59625 

*5970 

I  mufl  now  refer  to  the  fum  total  of  all  the  French  com- 
mercial fhips,  the  quantity  of  their  tonnage,  and  number  of 
feamen  employed  in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  world ;  which  in 
N°2.  of  the  appendix,  we  find  amounts  to  2301  fhips,  carry- 
ing 244540  tons,  and  46488  feamen.  If  from  hence  we  ab- 
ftracl:  thofe  that  are  employed  in  the  three  branches  of  trade, 
which  I  have  mentioned  as  objects  of  our  oppolition,  namely, 
the  trade  in  the  Mediterranean ;  the  fugar  iflands ;  and  the 
fifheries  in  America;  they  amount  to  15 13  mips,  carrying 
186457  tons>  anc*  343°4  feamen;  which  comprehend  about 
two  thirds  of  all  the  trade  and  navigation  of  France.  Judge 
therefore  the  advantages  we  may  gain  by  exerting  our  ftrength 
at  fea,  in  a  vigorous  oppofition  to  thefe  three  principal 
branches  of  their  naval  power ;  for  although  a  difpute  about 

the 
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the  limits  of  fome  inland  territories  might  have  been  the  caufe 
of  the  war,  yet  to  leflen  their  marine  fhould  be  our  conftant 
object:  by  doing  this,  we  fhall  obtain  juftice  in  the  other. 
To  a  maritime  and  trading  kingdom,  extent  of  land  will  be 
of  no  farther  advantage  than  as  it  may  contribute  to  the 
extent  of  trade.  Upon  thefe  confiderations,  I  may  venture  to  - 
lay  it  down  as  a  true  fyftem  of  Britifh  policy,  never  to  enter 
into  difputes  with  France,  where  trade  is  not  concerned ; 
nor  even  to  attempt  the  procuring  of  trades,  where  no  flap- 
ping is  employed.  The  French  continental  trades  cannot 
therefore  be  fo  much  the  object  of  our  jealoufy,  as  thofe  men- 
tioned above,  which  employ  a  large  navigation,  and  confe- 
quently  encreafe  and  ftrengthen  the  naval  power  of  France. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  muft  be  an  additional  pleafure  to  an 
Englifhman,  whilft  he  is  informed  of  the  methods  of  weaken- 
ing his  enemy's  force  at  fea,  to  reflect  how  effectually  we  may 
do  it  by  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  our  own  naval  power  ;  a  fuperio- 

rity  acquired  by  the  principles  enforced  by  our  act  of  navigation  ; 
by  our  fisheries  and  coafting-trade ;  by  our  iflands  and  planta- 
tions; and  even  by  our  colonies  on  the  ^continent  of  America 
bordering  on  the  feas :  all  which  promote  fo  van:  a  navigation, 
as  to  enable  us  to  be  the  carriers  for  others,  even  where  we 
have  no  trade  ourfelves.  So  that  whilft  France  has  a  com- 
merce more  extenfive  than  its  navigation,  England  appears 
to  have  a  navigation  more  extenfive  than  its  commerce.  From 
hence  we  are  provided  with  failors  to  man  our  navy,  without 
interrupting  the  courfe  of  trade;  whereas,  the  French,  if 
they  carry  on  a  trade,  muft  lay-by  their  fleet ;  or,  if  they 
fend  out  their  fleet,  they  muft  lay-by  their  trade.  Let  us  there- 
fore 
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fore  maintain  our  prefent  fuperiority  at  fea,  by  exerting  our 
ftrength  only  upon  that  element  where  we  are  fuperior.  Let 
us  particularly  avail  ourfelves  of  it  in  thofe  parts,  from  whence 
France  is  moft  likely  to  form  its  naval  power;  which,  if  not 
kept  down  and  deprefled,  may  in  time  become  a  formidable 
rival  to  our  own.  By  thus  attacking  our  enemy  on  the 
weak  fide,  or  where  the  power  of  our  enemy  may  be 
weakened,  according  to  the  maxim  I  fet  out  with  in  my 
former  reprefentation,  we  may  acquire  the  moft  confiderable 
advantage  to  our  commerce  and  marine  ;  an  advantage, 
which,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  if  we  are  not  wanting  to 
ourfelves,  we  are  the  more  likely  to  procure,  as  the  natural 
ftrength  of  England,  properly  exerted  by  fea,  and  fingly  op- 
pofed  to  the  fingle  power  of  France,  has  always  maintained 
the  fuperior  dominion. 


FINIS. 
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N°  i. 

A  lift  of  the   Kings  /hips  belongi?ig   to  France,    before  the 
declaration  of  war  in   1756. 

Firjl  Rates. 
Men  and  guns  as  under  fpecified —  lower  tire  36—  upper   24  pounders. 


Ports.                     Ships  7iames.  Guns. 

Bred  Le  Soleil  Royal  90 

Ditto  Le  Formidable  90 

Ditto  Le  due  de  Bourgogne  84 

Ditto  Le  Ocean  84 

Toulon  Le  Foudroyant  84 

Ditto  Le  Tonant  84 


Men.  When  built  or  refitted. 

IOOO  1749 

IOOO  1749 

9OO  1 75  I 

900  1752 

9OO  1749 

900  1740 


Second  Rates, 


Men  750. 

Ports. 

Breft 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Guns  74- 


lower  tire  36. 


Ships  names. 

Le  Magnifique  — « 
Le  Courageux    — 

Le  Heros 

Le  Dauphin     

Le  Palmier     

Le  Superbe     

L'Efperance     


L'Entrepenant    — 

Le  Defenfeur     — 

Le  Sceptre      —     ■ 

Le  Couronne    —  - 


.    upper  18  pounders. 
When  built  or  refitted. 

-  '745 
~  !752 

-  *752 

-  '735—  J749 

-  1752 

-  i736— J747 

-  i724—i747 

-  i75l 

-  *75° 

-  1747 

-  1748 


Breft 
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Second  Rates  continued. 


Ports. 

Breft    — 
Toulon  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto   — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto   — 
Rochfort  - 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 


Men  580— 

Peris. 

Breft  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 
Ditto  — 


Ships  names. 
U  Algonquin 
L'Intrepide     — 
Le  Conquerant 
Le  Ferme       — 


Le  Temeraire    — 
Le  Redoutable  — 

L'Hedor    

Le  Guerrier    

Le  Prudent 

Le  FleurifFant     — 
Le  Jufte  —     ■ 


When  built  or  refitted. 

1        1 7  52  Quebec 

1745 

J745 

1723— 1752 


l75° 
l7S° 


1752 

~ l75l 

l75t 

1750 

■ i7Sl 


Third  Rates. 


Guns  64* 


lower  tire  24- 


upper  12  pounders. 


Ships  names. 

Le  Protee 
Le  Lys 


Le  Dragon     — 

L'llluftre 

L'Aftif    —  — 
Le  Bizare      — 
Le  Leopard     — 


When  built  or  refitted. 

-  '747 

-  i746 

-  1746 

•  i75° 
"  H$* 
■  i?5° 

•  J747 

•  i73  * 

-  '749 


l7Sl 


Le  St.  Michel    —     — 

L'Amphion     — 

Le  Bienfaifant    — J74-8 

Le  fleuve  de  St.  Laurent  —    1748 

R  %  Toulon 
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Third  Rates  continued* 

Ports.  Ships  names.                                 When  built  or  refitted* 

Toulon L'Alcide 1743 

Ditto  —     L'Hcurcux I727 

Ditto   —     Le  Content     ~     1748 

Ditto  —     Le  Triton       1748 

Ditto  —     L'Achille       1748 

Ditto  —     •  L'Oriflame     — —     ■  1745 

Ditto   — Le  Fier 1745 

Ditto  —     L'Hercule      J749 

Ditto  —     L'Orphee        l75° 

Ditto  —     Le  Lion l75° 

Ditto  —     Le  Sage      1750 

^     ,  c  f  Le  Northumberland,  1 

Rochfort  1    EngHfh>  taken j  -  I744-I752 

Ditto  —  L'Opiniatre    175° 

Ditto  —  L'Hardi 175 1 

Ditto  — Le  Capricieux 175  r 

Ditto  —  L'Inflexible     1751 

Ditto  —  L'Eveille —  1751 

Ditto  —  L'Aigle 1751 

Fourth  Rates. 

Men  and  guns  as  under  fpecified —  lower  tire  18—  upper  tire  8  pounders. 
Ports.  Ships  names.  Guns.      Men.     When  built  or  refitted. 

Breft         L'ArcenCiel —     —  50       420        1746 

Ditto        L'Aquilon      —     —  50       420       173 1- — 1751 

Brefl 
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Fourth  Rates  continued. 


Ports. 


Ships  names. 


Guns.     Men.    IVhen  built  or  refitted. 


Breft 

[L'Anglefea,] 
lEng.  taken  J    b 

420 

1744- 

~l75* 

Ditto     — 

—   La  Favourite    46 

300 

1748 

Toulon      - 

1  L'Alcyon          50 

420 

173i- 

-1751 

Ditto     — 

—  Le  Tigre          56 

420 

1726— 

-1748 

Ditto     — 

—  L'hippopotame54 

43° 

l7S° 

Rochfort   - 

L'Apollon         58 

420 

*75°~ 

-*75r 

Havre  de  Grace  La  Junon          54 

35° 

*747 

Ports. 

Breft  — 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 
Toulon  — 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 
Rochfort 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  — 


Fregates. 

Ships  names.  Guns. 

La  Sirene  30 

La  Comete       26 

Le  Marechal") 
de  Saxe     -— J 

L'Heroine 

La  Volage 

La  Rofe 

La  Pomone 

La  Flore 

La  Gracieufe 

La  Diane 

L'Altalanta 

Le  Zephyre 

La  Fidele 


22 

26 

32 
24 

32 

3° 
26 

36 
36 
36 
22 


Men.     When  built  or  refitted. 

230     1745 
1752 


220 

220 

220 
240 
240 
240 
220 
220 
250 
250 
250 
200 


^52 

1752 
1729 

1750 

1749 
*75° 

1751 
1742 

J73o 

1748 


J752 


Rochfort 


(  'SO  ) 

Fregates  continued. 


Ports,                         Ships  names. 

Guns, 

Men. 

When  built  or  refitted. 

Rochfort        —  L'Hermione 

24 

200 

1749 

Ditto     —     —  La  Friponne 

22 

200 

1745 

Ditto     —     —  La  Marthe 

22 

20O 

1746 

Ditto     —     —  La  Nymphe 

22 

200 

I75I 

Havre  de  Grace  L'Emiraude 

32 

240 

*745 

Ditto     —     —  La  Mutine 

26 

220 

J745 

Ditto     —     —  La  Galathee 

24 

I90 

l7±S 

Ditto     —     —  La  Topafe 

26 

220 

1750 

Ditto     —     —  La  Thetis 

26 

220 

*75° 

t^.  .  f  Le  Cumberland,  1  , 

Dl«o [Eng.  taken     Jj«       160       1747 


Flutes  or  Storejhips, 


Ports,  Ships  names, 

Breft  —  —  Le  Chariot  Royal 

Ditto La  Loire  — 

Ditto Le  Rhinoceros   — 

Ditto Le  Camelion      — 

Ditto L'Anna  Sophia  — 

Ditto Le  Parham         - 

Toulon      —  La  Seine      —  - 


Guns, 

Men. 

When  built. 

36 

35° 

1719 

,48 

350 

I7i9 

IO 

200 

1750 

18 

250 

^75* 

•    22 

250 

— — 

■    22 

250 

.48 

35° 

1719 

Cbebecques 

(i3i  ) 


Chebecques. 


Names. 
L'Indifcret 
Le  Requin 
Le  Serpent 
Le  Rufe 


Guns. 
24 
24 
18 
18 


Advice  Boats. 

L'Amaranthe  12 
L/ Anemone  1 2 
La  Badine  6 

One  Bomb  Ketch 
La  Tempete         6 


Sloops. 

La  Palombe 

La  Pintade 

La  Fauvete 

La  Dorade 

L'Efturgeon 

La  Marne 

La  Macreufe 

La  Marie  Magdeleinc 

La  Sirene  du  Nord 


Men. 

180 
180 

160 
160 


When  built. 

l7Sl 
1751 

17S1 
i7Si 


120  1747 

120  1747 

60  1745 


1725 

Galleys. 

L'Amazone 
La  Reine 
La  Dauphine 
La  Brave 
L'Ambitieufe 
L'Eclatante 
La  Ferine 
L'Heroine 
La  Fortune 
La  DuchefTe 
La  Hardie 
La  Valeur 

Recapitulation. 


(  *32  ) 


Recapitulation* 

Firft  Rates  6 

Second  ■■■  22 

Third  29 

Fourth  ■  9 

66  Ships  of  the  Line. 

Fregates         ■  23 

Flutes  7 

Chebecques    — —  ■  ■     ■      4. 

Advice  Boats     — 3 

Bomb  Ketch      — 1 

Sloops  '■■■■'  9 

**3 

Galleys         — —    — —      12 

Total  —     125 


(  133  ) 


N°2, 


An  Account  of  the  number  of  French  merchant  jlnps>  in  what 
trades  they  are  employed,  with  their  tonnage  and  number  of 
feamen —  viz. 


In  what  trades.  N°  of  (hips 

The  American  Iflands     —  336 

Louifiana         —         4 

Canada  —  —  7 
Mediterranean,  Levant,  &c.  772 
Spain  — 289 


Portugal  —         

Barbary  — -  — -— 

Holland  — 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

The  North  —         

Senegal  ■—         

Guinea  —         

Eaft  Indies  —  — 

Flanders  —  — 


Fifheries  in  North  America, 
and  on  the  bank  of  New-  f  405 
foundland      — - 

181 

29 


•1 


32 
56 
69 

54 

25 

7 
11 

12 

12 


Herring  fifhery 
Whale  fifhery 


2301 


Tonnage. 
7OQOO 
9OO 
980 

59832 
18268 

3297 
2750 

5015 
1982 

1760 

1020 

1780 

6010 

682 

596*5 

4824 

244540 


N9  of  men; 

9050 

144 

198 

9284 

2962 

43 6 
485 

57  * 
206 

234 
217 

H54 
101 

1597° 

3124 
J534 

46488 
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